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OBJECTS   OF  COLLECTIONS 


1.  Manuscript  statements  and  narratives  of  pioneer 
settlers,  old  letters  and  journals  relative  to  the  early  history 
and  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Newfound- 
land and  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  the  wars  of  1776  and 
1812;  biographical  notes  of  our  Indian  tribes,  their  history, 
characteristics,  sketches  of  their  prominent  chiefs,  orators  and 
warriors,  together  with  contributions  of  Indian  implements, 
dress,  ornaments  and  curiosities. 

2.  Diaries,  narratives  and  documents  relative  to  the  Loyal- 
ists, their  expulsion  from  the  old  colonies  and  their  settlement 
in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

3.  Files  of  newspapers,  books,  pamphlets,  college  cata- 
logues, minutes  of  ecclesiastical  conventions,  associations, 
conferences  and  synods,  and  all  other  publications,  relating  to 
this  Province,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island  and 
Newfoundland. 

4.  Drawings  and  descriptions  of  our  ancient  mounds  and 
fortifications,  their  size,  representation  and  locality. 

5.  Information  respecting  articles  of  Pre-historic  Antiqui- 
ties, especially  implements  of  copper,  stone,  or  ancient  coin  or 
other  curiosities  found  in  any  of  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
together  with  the  locality  and  condition  of  their  discovery. 
The  contributions  of  all  such  articles  to  the  cabinet  of  the 
society  is  most  earnestly  desired. 

6.  Indian  geographical  names  of  streams  and  localities, 
with  their  signification  and  all  information  generally,  respect- 
ing the  condition,  language  and  history  of  the  Micmac,  Mali- 
cetes  and  Bethucks. 
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7.  Books  of  all  kintiiS,  especially  such  as  relate  to  Canadian 
history,  travels,  and  biography  in  general,  and  Loiwer  Canada 
or  Quebec  in  particular,  family  genealogies,  old  magazines, 
pamphlets,  files  of  newspapers,  maps,  historical  manuscripts, 
autographs  of  distinguished  persons,  coins,  medals,  paintings, 
portraits,  statuary  and  engravings 

8.  Wie  soHcit  from  Historical  Societies  and  other  learned 
bodies  that  interchange  of  books  and  other  materials  by  which 
the  usefulness  of  institutions  of  this  nature  is  so  essentially 
enhanced, — pledging  ourselves  to  repay  such  contributions  by 
acts  in  kind  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

9.  The  Society  particularly  begs  the  favor  and  compli- 
ments of  authors  and  publiishers,  to  present,  with  their  auto- 
graphs, copies  of  their  respective  works  for  its  library. 

10.  Editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers,  m'agazines  and 
reviews,  will  confer  a  lasting  favor  on  the  Society  by  contri- 
buting their  publications  regularly  for  its  library,  where  they 
may  be  expected  to  be  found  always  on  a  file  and  carefully 
preserved.  We  aim  to  obtain  and  preserve  for  those  who 
shall  come  after  us  a  perfect  copy  of  every  book,  pamphlet  or 
paper  ever  printed  in  or  about  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
Prince  Ed-ward  Island  and  Newfoundland. 

11.  Nova  Scotians  residing  abroad  have  it  in  their  power 
to  render  their  native  province  great  service  by  making  dona- 
tions to  our  library  of  books,  pamphlets,  manuscript,  &c., 
bearing  on  any  of  the  Provinces  of  the  Dominion  or  New- 
foundland. To  the  relatives,  descendants,  etc.,  of  our  colonial 
governors,  judges  and  military  officers,  we  especially  appeal 
on  behalf  of  our  Society  for  all  papers,  books,  pamphlets, 
letters,  etc.,  which  may  throw  light  on  the  history  of  any  of 
the  Provinces  of  the  Dominion. 


RULES   AND  BY-LAWS 


1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  The  Nova  Scotia  Historical 
Society. 

2.  The  objects  of  the  Society  shall  be  the  collection  and 
preservation  of  all  documents,  papers  and  other  objects  of 
interest  which  may  serve  to  throw  light  upon  and  illustrate 
the  history  of  this  country ;  the  reading  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Society,  of  papers  on  historical  subjects  ;  the  publication,  so 
far  as  the  funds  of  the  Society  will  allow,  of  all  such  documents 
and  papers  as  it  may  be  deemed  desirable  to  publish ;  and  the 
formation  of  a  library  of  books,  papers,  and  manuscripts, 
affording  information,  and  illustrating  Historical  subjects. 

3.  Each  member  shall  pay  towards  the  funds  of  the 
Society,  Five  Dollars  at  the  time  of  his  admission,  and  two 
dollars  on  the  second  day  of  January  in  each  succeeding  year, 
but  any  member  shall  be  exempted  from  the  annual  payment 
of  two  dollars  and  shall  become  a  Life  Member,  orovided  he 
shall  at  any  time  after  six  months  of  his  admission  Day  to  the 
Treasurer  the  sum  of  Forty  Dollars  in  addition  to  what  he  h^d 
paid  before.  The  sums  received  for  Life  Memberships  to  be 
invested,  and  the  interest  only  used  for  ordinarv  purposes. 
Persons  not  resident  withi:i  fifteen  miiles  of  Halifax  mav 
become  members  on  payment  of  Two  Dollars  at  the  time  of 
admission,  and  One  Dollar  annually  thereafter. 

No  person  shall  be  considered  a  member  until  his  first  fee 
is  paid,  and  if  an}^  member  shall  allow  his  dues  to  remain 
unpaid  for  two  years,  his  name  shall  be  struck  from  the  roll. 

4.  Candid'ates  for  membership  shall  be  proposed  at  a  regu- 
lar meeting  of  the  Society  by  a  member;  the  proposition  shall 
remain  on  the  table  for  one  month,  or  until  the  next  regular 
meeting,  when  a  ballot  shall  be  taken ;  one  black  ball  in  five 
excluding. 
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5.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month,  at  8  p.  m.  And  special 

.  meetings  shall  be  convened,  if  necessary,  on  due  notification 
of  the  President,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, or  on  the  application  of  any  five  members. 

6.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  February  of  each  year,  at  8  p.  m.,  at  v^hich 
there  shall  be  chosen  a  President,  three  .Vice-Presidents,  a 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
At  the  same  meeting  four  members  shall  be  chosen,  who  with 
the  foregoing,  shall  constitute  the  Council  of  the  Society. 

The  election  of  members  to  serve  on  the  N.  S.  Library 
Commission,  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  17,  N.  S.,  Acts 
of  1880,  shall  take  place  each  year  at  the  annual  meeting, 
imimediately  after  the  election  of  Officers  and  Council. 

7.  All  communications  which  are  thought  worthy  of  pre- 
servation shall  be  minuted  down  on  the  books  of  the  Society, 
and  the  original  kept  on  file. 

8.  Seven  m'embers  shall  be  a  quorum  for  all  purposes  at 
ordinary  meetings,  but  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  February, 
when  ten  members  shall  form  a  quorum.  No  article  of  the 
constitution  nor  any  by-law  shall  be  altered  at  any  meeting 
when  less  than  ten  members  are  present,  nor  unless  the  sub- 
ject has  either  been  discussed  at  a  previous  meeting,  or 
reported  on  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

9.  The  President  and  Council  shall  have  power  to  elect 
Corresponding  and  Honorary  Members,  who  shall  be  exempt 
from  dues ;  and  the  duties  of  the  Officers  and  Council  shall  be 
the  same  as  those  performed  generally  in  other  Societies. 

10.  The  Publication  Committee  shall  consist  of  three,  and 
shall  be  nominated  by  the  Council.  To  them  shall  be  referred 
all  manuscripts,  etc.,  for  publication,  and  their  decision  shall 
be  final. 
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THE  LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  THE  REV.  JOHN 
WISWALL,  M.  A. 

A   LOYALIST   CLERGYMAN    IN   NEW   ENGLAND   AND  NOVA 

SCOTIA 

1731-1821 

By  Rev.  E.  M.  SAUNDERS,  D.  D. 
(Read  before  the  Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society.) 

On  a  marble  table  affixed  to  the  walls  of  the  Middleton 
Episcopal  Church  is  the  following  inscription  : 

"  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  John  Wiswall,  A.  M., 
who  was  born  at  Boston,  U.  S.,  3rd  April,  1731,  ordained  by 
the  Bishop  of  London,  1764.  He  left  his  native  land  in  1775 
in  consequence  of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  and  was  appointed 
rector  of  the  parish  in  Wilmot  in  1789,  where  he  continued  until 
his  death,  2nd  December,  1821.  He  was  the  first  clergyman  of 
any  denomination  who  settled  in  this  place." 

Ichabod  Wiswill,  or  Wiswall,  as  the  Rev.  John  Wiswall 
uniformly  wrote  it,  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in  1636. 
When  an  infant  he  came  with  his  father  and  four  or  five  brothers 
to  New  England.  In  1652  he  entered  Harvard,  but  on  account 
of  some  changes  which  took  place  in  the  government  of  that 
school,  he,  with  the  rest  of  his  class,  withdrew  from  the 
institution,  and  consequently  did  not  receive  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  became  a  Puritan  preacher  of  some  note, 
and,  as  was  common  for  clergymen  in  that  day,  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  American-English 
colonies. 

Note. — The  chief  authorities  used  in  the  preparation  of  this  paper  were  Van 
Tyne's  Loyalists  of  the  Americaii  Revolution,  Fisher's  True  History  of  the  American 
Revolutio7i,  the  MSS  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Bailey,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  N.  S. 
Historical  Society,  and  the  MS  journal  of  the  Rev.  John  Wiswall.  This  consists  of  one 
large  folio  volume  in  a  state  of  excellent  preservation  ;  it  is  in  the  custody  of  the 
Wiswall  family,  and  has  been  drawn  on  largely. — K.  M.  S. 
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He  preached  for  a  time  to  a  small  colony  that  went  from 
Massachusetts  to  Cape  Fear.  His  calling  as  a  clergyman  was 
varied  by  his  acting  as  a  mate  of  a  merchantman,  trading 
from  the  Eastern  shore  to  the  Barbados.  He,  however,  returned 
to  the  ministry  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Duxbury,  Plymouth  Colony.  Here  he  married  the  second  time, 
and  had  born  to  him  two  sons  and  several  daughters.  After 
the  Restoration  he  was  employed  by  the  Plymouth  Colony  as 
one  of  the  agents,  to  obtain  from  the  Imperial  Government  a 
new  charter  for  that  colony.  In  this  undertaking,  the  agents 
were  not  successful.  Wiswall,  therefore,  petitioned  the  British 
Government  to  annex  the  colony  to  Rhode  Island  ;  but  Cotton 
Mathel?,  having  the  greater  influence,  defeated  him ;  and  it  was 
annexed  to  Massachusetts.  Returning  from  England  in  1693, 
he  resumed  his  pastoral  labors  at  Duxbury,  where  he  lived  until 
1695,  when  he  departed  this  life. 

His  grandson,  the  Rev.  John  Wiswall,  says  of  him  : — 
"He  was  of  a  plethoric  constitution  and  afflicted  with  the  gout 
in  his  later  years,  which  was  the  means  of  his  death.  His 
religious  principles  were  puritanick,  and  his  political  principles 
were  republican  and  independent.  He  was  master  of  the 
learned  languages,  acquainted  with  the  mathematics,  and  a 
great  studier  of  astrology,  which  in  that  day  was  esteemed  a 
fashionable  science  in  America.  Instrumental  music  and  poetry 
were  his  chief  amusement,  and  some  of  his  poetical  performances, 
that  I  have  seen,  for  the  life  and  place,  are  not  contemptible. 
His  memory  was  very  tenacious.  He  was  of  a  warm  constitution 
and  buried  himself  too  much  and  too  zealously  in  politics." 

Peleg,  his  son,  the  father  of  the  Rev.  John  Wiswall,  was 
born  at  Duxbury  February  9th,  1683.  He,  like  his  father,  was 
a  student  of  Harvard  College,  and  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1702.  Soon  after  graduating  he  became  captain 
of  a  Letter  of  Marque,  and  spent  three  years  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. After  following  the  sea  for  a  number  of  years,  he 
became  master  of  a  grammar  school  in  Boston,  and  remained  in 
that  position  until  his  death  in  1767. 

Soon  after  his  settlement  in  Boston,  he  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Rogers,  of  Ipswich,  England.  Daniel  was 
a  younger  brother  of  John  Rogers,  minister  of  that  town. 
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Mrs.  Wiswall's  motlier  was  an  Appleton,  and  liad  in  her  veins 
a  strain  of  royal  blood,  drawn  from  a  member  of  tbe  family 
of  Henry  VIII. 

Peleg  Wiswall  left  four  cbildren — Elizabetb,  Daniel, 
Priscilla  and  Jobn.  John  was  born  at  Boston  April  15tb,  old 
style,  1731.  Tbe  motber  died  in  tbe  same  city  1741.  Says 
tbe  Rev.  Jobn  Wiswall: — "  Tbis  occurred  two  years  after 
Wbitefield's  first  visit  to  New  England,  wbo  revived  tbe  spirit 
of  entbusiasm  wbicb  bas  been  so  cbaracteristic  of  tbe  New 
England  Independents."  At  tbat  day,  "  entbusiasm  "  meant 
about  wbat  is  now  implied  in  tbe  word,  "  fanaticism." 

In  1745,  tbe  year  tbat  Louisbourg  was  taken  by  tbe  New 
England  forces,  Jobn  Wiswall  entered  Harvard  College,  re- 
presenting tbe  tbird  generation  of  Wiswalls  in  tbat  institu- 
tion. 

Tbe  excitement  in  Boston  caused  by  tbe  plan  of  tbe  mer- 
chant Pepperell  to  take  Louisbourg,  tbe  "  Dunkirk  of 
America,"  stirred  tbe  bearts  and  inflamed  tbe  imaginations 
of  all  classes,  not  excepting  tbe  fresbman  class  of  Harvard, 
of  wbicb  Jobn  Wiswall  was  a  member.  Tbe  arrival  of  troops 
from  Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire,  tbeir  drilling  on  tbe 
Common,  tbe  preparation  and  departure  of  tbe  fleet,  created 
visions  of  adventure  and  military  glory.  Nor  were  tbese  vis- 
ions false.  In  June  a  swift  sailing  craft  came  up  Boston  Bay, 
bearing  tbe  intelligence  tbat  Pepperell  bad  captured  Louis- 
bourg. Boston  went  into  a  frenzy  of  excitement — sbouts, 
bonfires  and  clanging  of  cburcb  bells  expressed  New  Eng- 
land's joy  over  a  military  victory  tbat  attracted  tbe  attention 
of  tbe  whole  world. 

Tbe  death  of  Admiral  d'Anville  in  Halifax  Harbour,  the 
suicide  of  Vice- Admiral  d'Estournelle,  and  the  entire  defeat 
of  tbe  project  of  the  French  to  retake  Louisbourg  in  1746, 
capture  Annapolis  and  Boston,  gave  rest  to  New  England 
after  a  winter  of  deep  concern  and  a  summer  of  consuming 
anxiety. 

In  scenes  like  these,  the  early  days  of  John  Wiswall  were 
spent.  Tbe  dauntless  spirit  and  unconquerable  courage  seen  on 


4 


NOVA    SCOTIA    HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


both  sides  thirty  years  after  this  in  the  American  war  of  the 
revolution,  were  begotten  and  fostered  in  these  days.  In  his 
second  year  in  college,  John  Wiswall  read  of  the  winter 
march  of  the  J^rench  from  Chignecto  to  (raspereanx,  and  the 
midnight  massacre  of  the  English  troops  at  Minas.  This  and 
other  stirring  events,  such  as  the  capture  of  a  French  fleet  and 
a  number  of  rich  merchantment  on  the  coast  of  France  in  the 
following  spring,  kept  student  life  at  Harvard  from 
monotony. 

Mr.  Wiswall  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1749,  the  year 
in  which  Halifax  was  founded.  The  treaty  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle  in  1748,  released  sailors  and  soldiers  to  swell  the  popula- 
tion of  the  new  city;  but  it  destroyed  the  chances  of  young 
Wiswall  for  carrying  out  his  cherished  ambition  of  entering 
the  navy.  The  call  to  men  of  his  class  for  this  service  ceased 
with  that  treaty  of  peace.  After  giving  a  summer  to  the  fur- 
ther study  of  the  higher  mathematics  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
he  devoted  himself  for  five  years  to  teaching  school  in  towns 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city.  According  to  a  custom 
then  prevailing,  to  further  qualify  himself  for  the  duties  of 
life,  he  was  inoculated  with  the  smallpox,  but  escaped  with 
his  life.  In  the  spring  of  1754,  in  accordance  with  his 
father's  advice,  sustained  by  a  strong  personal  desire,  he 
began  to  preach  the  gospel. 

His  ministry  at  Falmouth,  now  Portland,  Maine,  began 
on  the  3rd  of  November,  1755.  The  border  Indian  war,  en- 
couraged by  the  French,  did  not  cease  with  the  treaty  of  1748. 
In  the  spring  of  1756,  Falmouth  was  attacked  by  the  red  men, 
and  some  of  Mr.  Wiswall's  parishioners  were  massacred.  The 
people  were  obliged  to  spend  their  nights  in  picketed  houses 
for  protection.  Mr.  Wiswall  passed  the  flrst  year  in  his  pas- 
torate in  dread  of  the  tomahawk  and  the  scalping  knife.  His 
own  experience  qualitied  him  to  refer  with  sympathy,  as  he 
does,  to  the  murder  of  some  of  the  citizens  of  Dartmouth, 
which  took  place  two  years  before  the  red  men  surprised  in 
their  sleep  the  inhabitants  of  Falmouth. 
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He  refers  to  visiting  Boston  in  the  snmmer  of  1757,  where 
lie  says  the  regiments  of  Governor  Shirley  and  Pepperell, 
which,  with  recruits  from  all  the  colonies  to  the  number  of 
eight  thousand,  were  ready  to  invade  Canada,  take  Quebec 
and  Montreal  as  Louisbourg  had  been  taken  years  before.  At 
the  time  of  his  settlement  as  a  Congregational  minister  in  the 
town  of  Falmouth,  the  tragedy  of  deporting  the  Acadian 
French  from  this  province  took  place.  In  this  event,  John 
Wiswall  took  a  lively  interest.  With  the  removal  of  the 
Acadians,  the  New  England  States  would  be  less  exposed,,  in 
case  of  another  war  between  Britain  and  France. 

In  1759,  as  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Fal- 
mouth, he  was  keeping  house,  but  was  not  yet  married.  At 
this  time  his  sister,  Mrs.  Stevens,  her  daughter  and  son 
Robert  came  from  Halifax  to  make  him  a  visit,  and  to  keep 
his  house  for  a  time.  After  a  happy  winter  she  returned  in 
the  spring,  leaving  with  him  her  son  Hobert.  He  then  en- 
gaged a  widow  Hall  as  housekeeper.  While  his  domestic 
affairs  were  in  charge  of  this  estimable  lady,  he  entertained 
the  Rev.  Jacob  Bailey  and  his  young  wife,  who  were  on  their 
way  to  Pownalborough  on  the  Kennebec  River.  To  appreciate 
fully  this  visit  of  Mr.  Bailey,  whose  wife  was  a  sister  of 
the  Rev.  Joshua  Wyngate  Weeks,  well  known  at  a  later  time 
in  the  city  of  Halifax,  it  is  necessary  to  read  the  Frontier 
Missionary,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bartlett,  which  gives  an  account  of 
the  life  of  this  interesting  clerical  character.  The  rectory  of 
the  serious  young  parson  of  Falmouth  was  for  once  enlivened 
by  the  extraordinary  social  gifts  and  contagious  humor  of 
Jacob  Bailey  and  his  talented  and  sprightly  wife.  Mrs.  Hall 
forgot  her  widow's  weeds,  and  the  young  clergyman,  in  whom 
was  the  perfection  of  old-time  clerical  proprieties,  failed  not 
to  join  in  the  merriment  created  and  sustained  by  his  happy 
guests. 

Mr.  Wiswall  was  then  on  the  eve  of  going  to  Brunswick 
to  marry  a  daughter  of  Judge  Minot  of  that  town ;  and  no 
doubt  lighter  conversation,  arising  from  this  and  other  events, 
was  mixed  with  discourse  of  a  more  serious  nature.  Louis- 


6 


NOVA   SCOTIA   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


boTirg,  Quebec  and  Montreal  had  just  fallen  into  tlie  bands  of 
tbe  English.  Frencb  domination  in  tbe  nortb  was  now  at  an 
end;  and  witb  it  Indian  massacres  and  tbe  borrors  of  border 
warfare.  Tbis  promised  rest  to  tbe  colonies  was  never  enjoyed 
since  tbe  coming  of  tbe  Mayflower.  About  tbese  events  and 
tbe  future  wbicb  tbey  promised,  tbe  two  young  clergymen 
talked,  as  tbey  sat  together  in  social  intercourse. 

As  a  Congregationalist  minister  Mr.  Wiswell  enjoyed  tbe 
friendship  of  tbe  Rev.  Daniel  Eogers,  tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Elliot, 
tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Maybew,  tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Condy  and  tbe  Rev.  Mr. 
Cooper.  On  April  30,  1759,  be  was  ordained  pastor  of  tbe 
Independent  Cburcb  at  Falmoutb.  In  1764  Mr.  Wiswall 
united  witb  tbe  Cburcb  of  England;  and  established  an  Epis- 
copal Cburcb  at  Falmoutb,  wbicb  be  named  St.  Paul's.  On 
tbe  8tb  of  October  of  tbis  year,  tbere  being  no  bisbop  in  tbe 
colonies,  be  sailed  for  England  for  tbe  purpose  of  being  reg- 
ularly ordained.  On  Dec.  22,  be  arrived  in  London  and  re- 
ceived deacon's  orders,  and  in  tbe  following  February  was 
ordained  priest.    He  returned  to  New  England  in  May,  1765. 

On  tbe  17tb  of  December,  1761,  be  married  Mercy,  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Minot.  She  was  born  at  Fort  Richmond  on  tbe 
lltb  of  July,  old  style,  1733.  Their  son  Peleg  was  born  April 
8,  1763.    Tbe  father  writes : — 

"  This  was  a  remarkable  bard  winter.  On  the  7tb  of  April 
snow  was  three  feet  deep  in  the  open  fields,  and  so  covered 
witb  ice  that  people  walked  on  tbe  surface." 

On  tbe  third  of  March,  1765,  bis  son  John  was  born.  His 
daughter  Elizabeth  was  born  on  the  28th  of  January,  1767. 
Bradstreet,  bis  son,  was  born  April  26,  1769.  Peleg  Wiswall, 
bis  father,  died  on  tbe  2nd  of  September  of  tbe  same  year, 
aged  81.  For  more  than  forty  years  he  bad  been  master  of 
the  chief  grammar  school  of  Boston.  He  had  tbe  honor  of 
educating  a  number  of  tbe  principal  men  who  took  part  on 
each  side  of  tbe  revolutionary  struggle. 

Of  him  bis  son  says: — He  never  joined  in  any  party. 
Like  tbe  famous  Atticus,  be  bad  intimate  friends  among  all 
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the  religious  sectaries  and  men  holding  different  political 
sentiments.  As  to  his  person,  he  was  rather  tall  and  stout, 
with  large  blue  eyes  and  of  a  commanding  but  mild  presence." 


CORRIGENDUM. 

Read  this  paragraph  in  co7inectio7i  with  page  6  betwee7i  paragraph 
endi7ig   with  '■''social  ifitercourse^^   a7id  paragi^aph 
begi?i7ti7ig  ''''As  a  Co7igregatio7ialist  minister. '''' 

But  another  storm  was  gathering  whose  clouds  were  not  yet 
in  the  sky,  not  even  as  large  as  a  man's  hand.  How  blue  and 
beautiful  Avere  the  ISTew  England  heavens,  after  the  French 
were  subdued  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence!  These  two 
clergymen  looked  into  a  future,  big  Vvdtli  the  ])roniise  of  peace, 
prosperity  and  personal  happiness.  Little  did  they  know  of 
the  terrible  conflict  then  pending,  and  of  the  bitterness  of  w^hich 
they  were  destined  to  have  a  large  share.  In  less  than  ten  years 
after  this  happy  social  intercourse,  ominous  signs  began  to 
appear.  Year  by  year  their  threatenings  became  more  and 
more  unmistakable.  But  not  until  1774-  was  the  unrest  that 
preceded  the  revolution  sensibly  felt  at  Falmouth. 


Gospel." 

The  rebellion,  beginning  in  Massachusetts,  must  necessa- 
rily have  its  religious  side.  That  was  in  keeping  with  Puritan 
training.  If  they  whipped,  fined  and  imprisoned  Baptists, 
and  hanged  Quakers  and  witches,  it  was  done  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  God.  "  The  Lower  House  of 
Assembly  of  Massachusetts,  without  the  Governor's  sanction, 
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the  religious  sectaries  and  men  holding  different  political 
sentiments.  As  to  his  person,  he  was  rather  tall  and  stout, 
with  large  blue  eyes  and  of  a  commanding  but  mild  presence." 

Mr.  Wiswall  says  that  the  people  of  Falmouth  were  quiet 
and  respectful  to  him  as  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  England  ; 
but  as  soon  as  the  spirit  of  rebellion  appeared  in  the  city,  the 
non-adherents  of  the  English  Church,  and  some  of  his  own 
congregation  began  to  oppose  him.  As  there  was  no  other 
Episcopal  Church  near  Falmouth,  he  was  alone,  and  was 
obliged  to  rely  on  his  own  judgment  in  shaping  his  course 
through  the  confusion  of  the  times. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1774,  he  says: — ''The  public 
disturbance  of  the  Provinces  has  greatly  increased ;  and  people 
of  every  denomination  discover,  it  is  too  little  to  say  an  un- 
easiness, a  discontent  bordering  upon  madness,  on  account  of 
the  late  proceedings  of  parliament  respecting  America.  I  now 
tremble  for  the  safety  of  the  Church.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
town  in  general,  and  the  people  of  the  congregation  in  par- 
ticular, have  been  quiet  and  peaceable;  but  now  the  leaven 
spreads  fast  among  them." 

Mr.  Wiswall  took  the  ground  that,  as  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  he  should  abstain  from  political  disputes,  which  were 
daily  becoming  more  fierce ;  but  neutrality  and  discreet  silence 
were  not  sufficient  to  protect  him  from  the  storm  which  rap- 
idly increased  in  violence.  He  says : — "  But  things  have  now 
come  to  pass,  that  it  is  impossible  with  a  clear  conscience  to 
fall  in  with  all  the  humours  of  a  discontented  people;  and  so 
I  am  like  to  lose  my  popularity,  and  become  obnoxious  to 
them  for  doing  my  duty  as  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  a  servant  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Grospel." 

The  rebellion,  beginning  in  Massachusetts,  must  necessa- 
rily have  its  religious  side.  That  was  in  keeping  with  Puritan 
training.  If  they  whipped,  fined  and  imprisoned  Baptists, 
and  hanged  Quakers  and  witches,  it  was  done  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  God.  "  The  Lower  House  of 
Assembly  of  Massachusetts,  without  the  Governor's  sanction. 
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recommended  tliat  tlie  several  churclies  in  tlie  province  should 
set  apart  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  on  account  of  public 
affairs."  Tlie  Governor  and  Upper  Honse,  as  it  seems,  were 
in  sympathy  with  England.  A  committee  of  the  town  of  Fal- 
mouth applied  to  Mr.  Wiswall  to  announce  this  day  of  fast- 
ing; but  he  refused,  as  it  had  not  been  authorized  by  the 
Legislature  in  due  form.  He  told  them  that  he  could  not  co- 
operate in  any  fasts  except  those  appointed  by  his  Church  and 
those  recommended  by  lawful  authority.  He  was  further  re- 
quested by  the  town  to  take  a  collection  for  the  sufferers  in  the 
town  of  Boston.  This,  too,  he  refused  to  do,  because,  as  he 
said,  such  contributions  would  go  to  support  people  in  resist- 
ing the  laws  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  This  gave 
great  offence  to  the  town,  and  to  a  number  of  the  members  of 
his  own  congregation,  some  of  whom  withdrew  from  his 
church.    In  contrast  with  his  own  course  he  says  : — 

Many  of  the  dissenting  ministers  support  their  own  pop- 
ularity by  encouraging  the  people  in  the  tumultuous  proceed- 
ings. ...  To  recommend  submission  to  authority  and 
obedience  to  the  laws  by  a  quiet  and  peaceable  behaviour  in 
the  station  in  which  I  am  placed,  is  what  I  think  can,  as 
times  go,  be  prudently  done,  to  check  the  torrent  of  political 
enthusiasm ;  but  even  silence  is  now  censured  by  the  people  as 
evidence  of  what  they  call  tory  principles.  ...  I  expect 
to  suffer,  I  already  do  suffer  in  my  temporal  interests  on  ac- 
count of  these  disturbances;  but  better  so  than  betray  the 
cause  I  am  in  honour  and  in  duty  bound  to  support,  as  a  ser- 
vant of  Christ  and  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  England." 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1775,  the  revolution,  which  Mr. 
Wiswall  called  the  rebellion,  broke  out  with  great  violence  in 
Falmouth.  As  his  father  and  grandfather,  both  intelligent 
men  who  had  occupied  prominent  positions,  had  spent  their 
lives  in  the  colonies,  the  son  was  able  to  trace  from  its  begin- 
ning the  growth  of  resistance  to  British  control  in  the  colo- 
nies, until  it  culminated  in  the  revolution.  He  knew  that 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  existed  under  charters  which 
made  them  practically  independent;  that  they  elected  their 
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own  legislatures  and  governors  and  bore  tlie  entire  expense  of 
their  maintenance;  tliat  the  laws  they  enacted  and  enforced 
were  not  even  sent  to  England  for  the  royal  sanction.  Like 
the  Transvaal  and  CTrange  Free  State,  they  had  been  inde- 
pendent in  everything,  except  in  not  possessing  the  power  to 
make  treaties  with  foreign  countries. 

Nor  had  it  been  different  in  Massachusetts  from  1625  to 
1685,  which  in  that  time,  had  been  almost  equally  indepen- 
dent. Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  had  also  enjoyed  a  large 
share  of  self-control,  which,  indeed,  existed  in  all  the  colonies 
from  Maine  to  Georgia.  Out  of  this  independence  and  in- 
dulgence, grew  a  disregard  of  all  the  laws  of  England,  which 
the  people  might  interpret  as  interfering  with  their  liberties. 

Mr.  Wiswall  knew  of  the  open  revolt  in  Virginia  in  1676, 
and,  when  on  the  reception  of  the  news  that  James  the  Second 
had  been  deposed,  Massachusetts  sent  the  government  to  sea, 
and  assumed  the  management  of  her  own  affairs.  Indeed, 
had  not  France  held  the  country  to  the  north,  making  the  col- 
onies dependent  on  the  Army  and  the  Navy  of  Great  Britain 
for  defence  against  the  French  and  Indians,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  colonies  would  have  started  a  revo- 
lution much  earlier  than  they  did;  for,  as  soon  as  Louisbourg, 
Quebec  and  Montreal  yielded  to  England,  and  the  whole  north 
came  under  British  control,  the  colonists  began  to  resist  every 
attempt  made  by  England  to  establish  regulations  necessary 
to  sound  and  harmonious  relations  between  the  colonies  and 
the  parent  state.  There  were  at  times  arbitrary  and  unconsti- 
tutional proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  British  Parliament ; 
but  all  this  could  have  been  remedied  by  constitutional  courses 
of  reform;  and  indeed  many  of  the  wrongs  were  righted;  but 
the  end  sought  was  entire  independence.  The  customs  and 
navigation  laws  were  trampled  under  foot.  A  defiant  spirit 
was  exhibited  on  everf  hand.  On  one  occasion  Mr.  Wiswall 
showed  his  father  an  inflammatory  article  which  appeared  in 
a  Boston  Gazette.  After  reading  it,  his  father  said,  ''John, 
you  will  see  Boston  a  garrisoned  town  before  many  years," 
which  prophecy,  it  is  needless  to  say,  came  true. 
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Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  being  treated  by  England 
very  mncli  as  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State  were  by 
Mr.  Gladstone's  government,  similar  results  followed.  In  the 
latter  case,  England  was  able  to  subdue  a  rebellion  which  she 
had  nursed.  In  the  other  case  she  failed.  Human  nature  is 
the  same  in  the  family  and  the  state.  Sons  who  are  indulged 
in  trampling  on  lawful  parental  authority,  will  sooner  or  later 
despise  it,  and  assert  the  right  of  self-control. 

Kalm,  the  Swedish  botanist  who  travelled  through  the 
English  American  colonies  in  1748,  said  that  it  was  the  pres- 
ence of  the  French  in  America  that  kept  the  colonies  bound  to 
England;  and  that  in  thirty  or  fifty  years  they  would  be  in- 
dependent. 

Living  as  he  did  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston,  Mr. 
Wiswall  had  seen  the  drift  and  tendencies  of  his  time.  He 
was  especially  cognizant  of  the  condition  of  public  affairs  in 
Massachusetts,  which  was  called  the  hotbed  of  sedition." 
He  knew  of  the  committees  of  correspondence  "  organized 
by  Samuel  Adams,  first  in  Massachusetts  and  later  on  over  the 
whole  country,  which  had  for  their  object  a  systematized  and 
determined  revolt  against  British  authority;  in  which  was 
implied  a  total  denial  of  English  sovereignty,  and  a  demand 
for  the  withdrawal  of  British  power  from  the  American  Con- 
tinent. 

The  English  merchants  complained  that  they  had  on  their 
hands  great  quantities  of  tea  growing  mouldy  in  their  ware- 
houses, for  which  there  was  no  demand,  because  the  American 
colonies,  instead  of  getting  their  tea  from  England  and  pay- 
ing only  nine  cents  a  pound  duty  on  it,  while  the  English  paid 
twenty-five  cents,  smuggled  all  they  needed  from  Holland  and 
brought  bankruptcy  to  the  people  of  the  old  country. 

Having  left  the  Puritan  Church,  and  having  cast  in  his 
lot  with  the  Church  of  England,  Mr.  Wiswall  was  not  con- 
ditioned to  condemn  England  even  when  she  met  prejudice 
with  prejudice  and  indiscretion  with  indiscretion.  Nor  was 
he  prepared  to  condemn  the  parent  state  for  requiring  a  tax 
on  tea,  when  a  financial  panic  had  already  appeared  in  Eng- 
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land,  broiiglit  on  in  part  by  tlie  disregard  of  navigation  and 
customs  laws  by  tbe  people  in  the  American  colonies,  wbo  un- 
lawfully gave  tlieir  trg,de  to  Holland  and  other  countries. 

Mr.  TTiswall  was  an  intelligent  reader  of  the  papers. 
Althougli  the  English  government  had  remitted  all  tax  on  the 
East  India  Company's  tea,  thereby  enabling  it  to  be  shipped 
to  the  xlmerican  colonies,  and  sold  by  paying  the  threepence 
a  pound  on  it,  as  cheaply  as  they  could  get  it  by  smuggling 
from  Holland,  yet  the  agitation  went  on,  and  the  decision  was 
that  the  tea  should  not  land.  This  Mr.  Wiswall  condemned, 
and  heroically  stood  by  his  conviction.  Now  he  saw  that  it 
did  not  count  for  anything  in  Massachusetts,  that  for  a  hun- 
dred years  or  more,  the  navy  and  army  of  England  had  de- 
fended them  from  the  hated  French  and  the  savage  Indians. 
Some  of  the  newspapers,  as  early  as  the  summer  of  17T3,  be- 
fore the  affair  of  the  tea  in  Boston  Harbor,  had  advocated  in- 
dependence. The  people  became  inflamed  to  a  pitch  of  des- 
peration. The  horror  of  the  East  India  Company  getting  a 
foothold  in  America  did  duty  in  exciting  to  efforts  for  entire 
independence"^  The  predictions  of  the  devastations  of  this 
corporation  in  the  East  were  painted  blacker  than  are  the 
purposes  of  combines  in  our  day. 

Then  came  the  suggestion  of  the  impecunious  Samuel 
Adams  and  other  revolutionists  for  a  congress  of  all  the  states, 
and  the  establishment  of  an  independent  commonwealth.  This 
was  done  with  boldness  and  impunity,  and  is  an  evidence  of 
the  feeble  and  indulgent  policy  of  the  British  Government  up 
to  this  time. 

In  1TT4  Mr.  Wiswall  witnessed  the  return  of  Governor 
Hutchinson  to  England  and  General  Gage  taking  possession 
of  Boston  with  four  regiments,  and  there  acting  in  the  double 
capacity  of  Governor  of  Massachusetts  and  general  of  the 
forces.  All  men  are  free  and  equal,"  was  the  watchword  of 
the  revolutionists,  while  at  the  same  time  they  owned  thou- 
sands of  slaves,  and  in  remote  districts,  denied  Newlights, 
Baptists  and  Quakers  liberty  of  conscience,  and  emphasized 
this  denial  by  fines  and  imprisonments.    Indeed,  Massachu- 
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setts,  the  leading  colony  in  tlie  revolution,  was  tlie  last  state 
of  the  Union  to  remove  from  her  statute  book  the  laws  which 
were  intended  to  enforce  religious  uniformity.  This  was  not 
done  until  1832. 

Mr.  Wiswall  was  no  idle  spectator  of  the  progress  of  the 
revolution.  The  desperate  conduct  of  the  revolutionists,  the 
forcible  taking  away  of  the  arms  of  the  loyalists,  tarring 'and 
feathering  them,  tossing  them  on  fence  rails  and  parading 
them  in  this  condition  through  the  towns  to  be  jeered  at  by 
the  crowds,  the  extemporized  congress  at  Philadelphia  in 
September,  1774,  the  fast  oncoming  of  startling  events  op- 
pressed and  alarmed  this  gentle  Christian  minister.  He  was 
about  one  hundred  miles  away  from  Boston,  the  storm-centre; 
but  even  at  Casco  Bay  the  fury  of  the  gale  was  felt,  as  puffs 
of  wind  before  the  outbreak  of  a  terrible  storm.  "  Out  with 
him,  out  with  him,"  shouted  the  mob  as  they  rushed  at 
Francis  Green  in  a  Norwich  inn.  They  shouted  and  yelled  at 
him  as  they  chased  him  out  of  the  town.  His  crime  was  that 
he  had  signed  an  address  to  Governor  Hutchinson  as  he  was 
about  to  leave  for  England.  In  the  same  summer  of  1774, 
the  mob  drove  judges  from,  their  seats  and  shut  up  the  court- 
houses. Brigadier  General  Huggles,  who  afterwards  came  to 
Annapolis,  Nova  Scotia,  fought  off  a  mob,  but  they  painted 
his  horse  and  cut  off  his  mane  and  tail.  Afterwards,  they 
robbed  his  house  of  all  his  weapons,  and  poisoned  his  horse. 
They  stopped  judges  on  the  highways,  insulted  and  hissed 
them  as  they  entered  court.  They  wrecked  the  house  of 
Sewell,  Attorney  General  of  Massachusetts;  Oliver,  President 
of  the  Council,  was  mobbed  and  compelled  to  resign;  and  an 
armed  mob  of  five  thousand  compelled  the  judges  and  sheriffs 
and  gentlemen  of  the  bar  of  Worcester  to  march  up  and  down 
before  them,  cap  in  hand,  and  read  thirty  times  their  dis- 
avowal of  holding  court  under  parliament.  At  Taunton, 
Springfield,  Plymouth  and  Great  Barrington  the  courts  were 
handled  in  a  similar  way.  Loyalists  everywhere  were  driven 
from  their  homes  and  families;  and  some  took  refuge  in  the 
woods.    One  Dunbar,  who  had  bought  fat  cattle  from  a  loyal- 
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ist,  for  that  offence  was  put  in  the  cavity  of  one  of  the  oxen 
after  it  was  dressed,  and  in  that  position,  carried  four  miles; 
and  made  to  forfeit  four  fiead  of  cattle  and  a  horse.  Men  were 
gagged  and  bound  for  days  at  a  time,  pelted  with  stones,  fast- 
ened in  rooms  where  there  was  a  fire  with  the  chimney  stopped 
on  top ;  bullets  were  fired  into  loyalist  bedrooms ;  money  and 
plate  were  extorted  to  save  them  from  violence.  Their  houses 
and  ships  were  burnt;  and  they,  when  carted  about  to  be  the 
sport  of  jeering  mobs,  were  compelled  to  pay  something  at 
every  town. 

At  Falmouth  Mr.  Wiswall  was  on  the  borders  of  this  com- 
motion. But  no  part  of  the  country  could  escape.  Even  a 
prudent,  godly  minister  like  Mr.  Wiswall  found  no  safety 
from  the  storm.  The  following  is  his  own  account  of  the  per- 
secutions which  he  and  his  family  endured : — 

"  On  the  9th  of  May  I  walked  with  Captain  Mowatt  of  His 
Majesty's  ship  Caneaux,  then  lying  in  Casco  Harbor,  and  Dr. 
Baillie  of  the  same  ship  across  the  neck,  having  no  sus- 
picion from  the  country  people.  At  the  northwest  side  of  this 
neck  there  is  a  wood,  at  the  entrance  of  which  I  saw  three  men 
with  guns  and  bayonets  fixed.  One  of  the  men  turned  about 
and  beckoned.  Immediately  I  saw  several  other  men  with 
guns  and  bayonets  fixed,  making  up  to  the  three  men  whom  I 
first  saw.  Upon  which  I  said  to  Captain  Mowatt,  I  believe 
they  are  a  party  to  arrest  us.  Captain  Mowatt,  Dr.  Baillie 
and  myself  walked  on  towards  the  town.  The  three  men  then 
moved  towards  us  in  the  path  in  which  we  were  walking  and 
presented  their  pieces  with  their  bayonets  fixed.  Their  com- 
mander bid  us  stand  and  surrender  ourselves.  Upon  which 
Captain  Mowatt  drew  his  sword  and  demanded  by  whose  au- 
thority they  dared  to  stop  him  or  us.  They  replied,  by  Cap- 
tain Thompson.  Captain  Mowatt  answered,  I  command  His 
Majesty's  armed  vessel  in  the  harbour.  They  rejoined,  we  ^re 
for  the  country  and  demand  Captain  Mowatt 's  sword,  which 
he  refused  to  give  them,  saying,  let  me  see  your  colonel.  The 
party  now  surrounding  us  were  all  armed  with  muskets,  and 
some  with  bayonets  fixed.    We  walked  a  few  yards,  Mowatt 
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keeping  his  sword  drawn,  when  we  were  met  by  Captain 
Thompson  with  the  main  body.  Thompson  commanded  Cap- 
tain Mowatt  to  deliver  his  sword.  He  replied,  ^  Before  you 
take  my  sword  you  shall  take  my  life.'  Then  a  parley  began, 
Mowatt  threatening  that  the  town  would  be  fired  upon,  unless 
they  allowed  him  to  proceed  to  the  ship  unmolested.  Thomp- 
son replied  that  he  would  have  the  ship  in  his  possession  in 
less  than  two  hours,  observing  that  he  had  two  armed  vessels 
with  one  thousand  men,  with  which  he  meant  to  attack  the 
Caneaux;  and  that  his  intention  was  to  put  us  in  the  front. 
Mowatt  replied,  our  being  there  would  make  no  difference  in 
the  resistance  he  would  meet  with  from  the  ship,  as  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  officer  commanding  to  defend  the  King's  ship 
even  though  Lord  North  and  all  his  ministers  were  in  front  of 
his  men.  In  the  meantime,  many  of  Thompson's  officers  were 
very  scurrilous,  damning  the  ministry  and  all  the  King's  offi- 
cers, presenting  their  guns  at  the  same  time,  and  asking  leave 
of  their  colonel  to  fire.  Thompson,  seeing  Mowatt  calm  and 
intrepid,  seemed  to  pay  great  attention  to  his  discourse;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  used  his  influence  to  pacify  his  people,  who 
at  that  point  seemed  to  pay  some  attention  to  what  he  said. 
But  one  Steward  coming  up  at  that  instant  expressed  much 
satisfaction  in  seeing  us  in  so  dangerous  a  situation.  He  com- 
plimented Thompson  and  his  party  upon  their  good  fortune, 
asked  if  they  wanted  more  men,  if  so,  he  would  immediately 
send  for  them ;  and  reproved  Thompson  in  a  haughty,  imperi- 
ous manner  for  suffering  Mowatt  to  keep  his  sword  in  his 
hand,  observing  that  no  prisoners  had  a  right  to  keep  weapons. 
Steward's  behaviour  enraged  the  main  party,  who,  with  one 
Simmons  at  their  head,  ordered  Mowatt  to  deliver  up  his 
sword.  He  replied,  I  am  a  King's  officer;  and,  gentlemen, 
you  shall  take  my  life  first.  They  then  advised  with  Steward 
about  carrying  us  into  the  country.  Mowatt  replied  that  he 
would  not  be  carried  away  alive.  Simmons  continued  very 
violent,  shouting  that  if  the  sword  was  not  instantly  given  up, 
he  would  despatch  Captain  Mowatt;  and  one  of  his  men 
having  his  piece  cocked,  presented  it  within  a  yard  of 
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Mowatt's  breast.  Upon  whicli  I  put  my  liand  on  Mo  watt,  be- 
sougbt  him  for  the  Lord^s  sake  to  sbeatbe  bis  sword,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  resist  so  many  armed  men.  But  Mowatt  refused 
until  Thompson  gave  his  word  of  honor  that  he  should  have 
leave  to  draw  it  again  before  he  was  touched.  After  sheath- 
ing his  sword,  he  held  it  in  his  hand  until  he  was  set  at 
liberty. 

"  By  this  time  the  people  of  the  town  were  informed  of  our 
situation  and  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  appeared 
upon  the  neck.  Many  more  were  prevented  from  coming  to 
us  by  an  advance  guard.  Mr.  Hogg,  the  commanding  officer 
on  board  the  Caneaux,  was  acquainted  with  what  had  hap- 
pened, upon  which  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  selectmen,  requir- 
ing them  to  release  Mowatt  upon  the  penalty  of  having  the 
town  laid  in  ashes.  At  the  same  time,  he  sent  out  boats  and 
picked  up  people  who  were  crossing  the  water,  confining  them 
to  the  ship.  This  intimidated  the  selectmen;  and  Freeman 
came  to  us  with  Hogg's  letter,  which  he  communicated  to 
Mowatt,  requesting  that  he  would  send  word  to  Hogg,  and 
prevent  him  from  putting  his  threat  into  execution.  Mowatt 
replied  that  while  detained  on  shore  he  had  no  command  of 
the  ship;  that  Hogg  had  full  power  to  act  as  he  might  see 
occasion  require.  By  this  time  some  armed  people  from 
Gorham  town  joined  Thompson's  party;  and  they  consulted 
together  how  to  dispose  of  the  prisoners.  The  Brunswick  men 
were  for  carrying  us  away  in  their  boats;  the  Gorham  people 
for  carrying  us  back  into  the  country.  But  finding  Mowatt 
determined  not  to  be  carried  olf  the  neck  alive,  a  motion  was 
made  by  the  principal  people  that  we  should  be  conducted 
into  the  town.  Two  of  whom,  Shattuck  and  Greenhood,  of- 
fered themselves  as  hostages  on  condition  we  were  carried  to 
Shattuck' s  house,  observing  at  the  same  time,  that  we  had 
been  without  food  for  about  five  hours.  It  was  finally  agreed 
that  we  should  be  carried  to  a  tavern  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
town,  on  condition  that  the  cadet  company  should  get  under 
way  and  join  them.  Upon  this  many  of  this  company  came 
to  Mowatt,  desiring  to  know  if  he  approved  of  their  getting 
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under  arms.  He  replied  that  it  was  his  wish  that  all  the 
militia  of  the  town  should  take  arms,  which  they  immediately 
did;  and  joined  the  body  that  escorted  us  into  the  town;  and 
there  they  continued  under  arms  till  nine  at  night,  when  we 
were  dismissed.  During  our  continuance  in  the  tavern,  a 
committee  from  the  body  under  arms  was  chosen  to  determine 
in  what  manner  the  prisoners  were  to  be  disposed  of.  After 
an  hour's  debate  Mr.  Prebble  and  Mr.  Freeman  were  accepted 
as  our  bondsmen  to  be  forthcoming  the  next  day.  Upon 
which  we  were  dismissed  for  the  night,  and  were  guarded  to 
our  respective  homes  by  the  cadet  company.  But  this  guard 
did  not  prevent  one  of  the  countrymen  from  attempting  to  fire 
upon  us.  I  heard  the  gun  snap  and  saw  the  Hash  of  the  pan. 
A.  wad  that  had  been  carelessly  left  in  the  gun  prevented  its 
firing;  by  which  means  I  believe  Mowatt's  life  was  saved. 

"  Many  of  Thompson's  party  and  some  of  his  officers  knew 
nothing  of  Mowatt's  dismission  until  he  had  got  on  board  the 
ship.  Simmons  of  that  party  told  me  the  next  day,  that  had 
he  known  of  Captain  Mowatt's  release  he  would  have  lodged 
his  lead  in  him,  at  the  same  time  clasping  his  hand  to  his  gun 
and  saying,  there  was  enough  there  to  do  his  business. 

Upon  the  whole  such  was  Captain  Mowatt's  conduct, 
that  though  I  am  naturally  timid,  it  so  inspired  me  with  reso- 
lution to  which  I  heretofore  had  been  a  stranger,  and 
although  I  had  never  seen  a  gun  fired  in  anger,  I  verily  be- 
lieve, that  had  I  possessed  a  weapon,  I  would  have  defended 
myself  with  becoming  resolution.  Moreover,  I  verily  believe 
we  would  have  been  murdered  by  the  rebels,  had  it  not  been 
for  Hogg's  officer-like  conduct. 

The  next  morning  the  officers  sent  for  Captain  Mowatt, 
who,  as  was  his  duty,  refused  to  go  from  His  Majesty's  ship. 
By  this  time  they  were  joined  by  several  other  companies 
from  the  country  and  made  up  a  body  of  five  hundred  armed 
men.  They  possessed  themselves  of  a  large  house  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  belonging  to  one  of  my  parishioners,  and 
converted  it  into  a  barrack,  turned  out  his  family,  his  wife 
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then  sick  in  bed  they  forced  out  of  doors,  and  pillaged  the 
house  of  almost  everything  that  was  valuable.    They  forced 
me  in  the  afternoon  to  appear  before  them.    I  was  strictly 
examined  and  questioned  by  their  leaders;  and  it  gave  me 
pleasure  that  I  could  assure  them  that  I  had  never  in  my 
sermons  so  much  as  glanced  at  the  political  disputes,  though 
I  declared  that  not  the  severest  punishment,  not  the  fear  of 
death,  should  tempt  me  to  violate  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy  to  King  George,  of  canonical  obedience  to  my  dio- 
cesan, or,  in  conformity  to  the  provincial  congress,  to  deviate 
from  the  rules  of  the  crown  of  England,  or  in  the  instructions 
I  had  received  from  the  A'enerable  Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  whose  servant  I  was;  and  that 
I  was  resolved  by  God's  blessing,  that  no  temptation  should 
prevail  with  me  to  do,  or  even  promise  anything  unworthy  of 
my  ministerial  character.    I  was  then  allowed  to  retire  to  my 
house.    The  next  day  they  placed  a  guard  at  another  of  my 
parishioner's  houses,  and  carried  away  all  his  plate.  They 
permitted  me  upon  my  parole  to  walk  about  town  unguarded; 
and  on  Saturday  I  made  my  escape  on  board  the  King's  ship, 
having  good  reason  to  believe  that  they  intended  carrying  me 
away  with  them,  and  confine  me  their  prisoner  in  the  country. 
Sunday  I  read  prayers  and  preached  on  board  the  ship.  Mon- 
day, having  received  a  letter  from  my  church  warden,  we  put 
to  sea,  and  the  next  Sunday  I  arrived  at  the  place  where  I 
am    (Boston),   without   money   and   without   clothing,  my 
family  at  more  than  a  hundred  miles  distant  from  me,  a  wife 
and  three  children  destitute  of  bread,  among  enemies  who 
bear  the  greatest  malice  to  the  Church  of  England,  my  little 
flock  persecuted  and  many  of  them  obliged  to  flee  from  their 
dwellings.     ...    I  am  stripped  of  everything.  However, 
though  I  walk  in  darkness,  I  know  that  God  is  able  to  protect 
His  Church,  and  though  we  suffer  in  the  cause  of  truth,  I  will 
trust  in  Him  who  can  bring  light  out  of  darkness,  who  clothes 
the  lilies  of  the  field  and  feeds  the  fowls  of  heaven." 


2 


18 


NOVA    SCOTIA    HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


This  account  of  wliat  occurred  at  Falmoutli  was  written  on 
May  SOtli,  1775,  for  Admiral  Graves,  tlien  in  command  of  the 
British  ships  in  Boston  Harbor. 

On  the  15th  of  April  he  wrote  to  the  wardens,  vestry  and 
parishioners  of  his  church  as  follows : — 

There  are  none  of  the  misfortunes  to  which  I  am  aban- 
doned that  more  sensibly  afflicts  me  than  being  forced  from 
my  flock  in  the  day  of  distress.  It  shall  be  my  continued 
prayer  to  Him  who  alone  is  able  to  still  the  madness  of  the 
people,  to  protect  you  by  His  good  providence,  to  preserve  you 
in  peace  and  unity,  to  sanctify  the  persecution  which  you  en- 
dure for  the  gospel's  sake,  to  your  improvement  in  virtue  and 
crown  of  rejoicing  in  the  day  of  the  Lord." 

On  the  fifth  of  July,  his  wife  and  three  children  were  able 
to  leave  Falmouth  and  in  a  vessel  under  convoy  of  a  man-of- 
war  come  to  Boston.  He  had  heard  nothing  from  his  home 
until  August,  except  the  tidings  brought  by  his  wife.  She 
reported  that  the  affairs  of  Falmouth  were  in  the  greatest  con- 
fusion, the  people  in  general  in  open  rebellion,  the  friends  to 
the  government  in  the  greatest  distress  and  consternation.  Of 
the  principal  persons  belonging  to  his  church,  some  had  left 
the  town  and  country;  some  came  up  to  Boston  with  his  wife, 
and  others  were  preparing  to  leave  America. 

He  further  says: — "  The  people  of  Falmouth  detained  all 
my  property  and  my  library,  which  was  a  very  good  one.  All 
my  household  furniture  and  my  estate  they  appropriated  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  army,  which  they  have  raised  to  join 
the  continental  army,  by  which  Boston  was  besieged.  They 
permitted  my  wife  to  bring  off  only  two  days'  provisions  for 
herself  and  children,  her  wearing  apparel  and  bedding."  A 
few  days  after  her  arrival  in  Boston,  greatly  fatigued  and  ex- 
hausted in  both  body  and  mind,  she  and  her  only  daughter 
fell  sick,  and,  after  a  few  days  of  extreme  suffering,  passed 
to  their  rewards,  leaving  Mr.  Wiswall  and  his  two  young  sons 
in  an  agony  of  bereavement,  relieved,  however,  by  the  assur- 
ance that  his  beloved  wife  and  little  Elizabeth  were  in  the 
land  of  rest  beyond  the  rage  of  the  revolutionary  tempest. 
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At  this  time  Mr.  \\'iswall  patiietically  wrote  the  following 
in  a  letter  to  the  SocietT  which  supported  him: — "*  I  have 
nothing  of  what  I  possessed  left  to  me.  only  two  sons,  whom  I 
wish  to  bring  over  to  England  in  the  spring,  where  they  can 

he  properly  educated." 

He  had  been  ten  years  in  the  service  of  the  Society  in  Fal- 
month :  and  now  the  town  was  in  ashe-.  his  church  and  house 
also  having  been  swept  away  m  the  conHagration. 

His  circumstances  were  now  sadly  changed.  He  was  alone 
in  Boston,  stripped  of  all  his  earthly  possessions,  his  children 
Robert  and  Bradstreet  in  their  little  graves  at  Falmouth,  and 
his  wife  and  only  daughter  in  the  tomb  of  the  Minot  family 
in  Boston.  It  was  in  this  lonely  and  dejected  state  that  he 
saw  a  number  of  armed  English  ships,  on  board  of  which  was 
a  company  of  marines,  leave  Boston  in  (Jctober.  sent  by 
Admiral  Graves,  to  destroy  the  town  of  Ealmonth.  where,  as 
a  missionary,  he  had  spent  so  many  happy  years.  At  Boston, 
more  than  a  hundred  miles  from  his  once  happy  home,  he 
thinks  of  the  graves  of  his  little  sons  hard  by  the  church,  hal- 
lowed by  years  of  sacred  worship,  and  of  his  wife  and  little 
daughter,  victims  of  the  rebellion,  in  the  family  vault  in  Bos- 
ton. Xor  was  it  unreal  when,  in  imagination,  he  saw  the 
burning  of  his  happy  home  and  of  the  church,  whose  flames 
shed  their  lurid  light  upon  the  graves  of  his  little  sons. 
Admiral  Graves'  ships,  because  of  the  treatment  of  Captain 
Mowatt  and  Mr.  TTiswall.  and  for  other  acts  of  a  like  char- 
acter, laid  Falmouth  in  ashes. 

Added  to  these  calamities,  the  city  of  Boston  was  besieged 
by  Washington's  army,  which,  to  the  mind  of  this  clergyman, 
was  a  mob  of  red-handed  rebels.  Small  wonder  is  it  that  he 
writes  thus  pathetically  to  the  parent  Society  : — 

*•  On  the  ISth  of  November  the  orders  of  Admiral  Graves 
were  executed  and  the  town  of  Falmouth  burned.  The  church 
did  not  escape  the  dreadful  conflagration.  All  my  real  and 
personal  estate  shared  the  same  fate.  I  have  no  prospect  left 
me  of  living  in  New  England  :  and  indeed  the  suflerings  and 
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persecutions  I  have  endured,  together  with  the  rebellious 
spirit  of  the  people,  have  entirely  weaned  my  affections  from 
my  native  country.    The  further  I  go  from  it  the  better." 

Generalize  Mr.  Wiswall's  experiences,  and  some  concep- 
tion can  be  formed  of  the  condition  of  the  multitudes  of  loyal- 
ists in  the  colonies,  all  the  way  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  Those 
were  bitter  days  for  loyal  men  and  loyal  women  and  for  their 
families. 

"  At  any  other  time,"  says  Mr.  Wiswall,  had  I  been  de- 
prived of  so  worthy  and  dear  a  partner  and  a  child  so  amiable, 
I  fear  that  the  double  stroke  would  have  been  too  hard  for  me 
to  endure;  but  such  is  the  melancholy  aspect  of  the  times,  so 
dark  and  distressing  the  prospect  before  us,  I  acquiesce  in  the 
will  of  Heaven,  and  will  bless  my  God  for  taking  His  servants 
to  Himself,  where  they  enjoy  the  perfect  rest  and  tranquility 
which  are  not  to  be  enjoyed  in  this  world.  Had  God,  in  His 
providence,  preserved  the  life  of  my  dear  wife,  the  poor 
woman,  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  only  daughter,  would 
have  carried  a  broken  heart  to  her  grave." 

The  father  tenderly  records  the  words  of  this  child  of  nine 
summers  when  there  was  no  hope  left  of  her  recovery.  This 
little  maiden,  .who  had  wept  and  suffered  with  her  mother 
through  that  terrible  summer  when  the  family  were  left  alone 
in  Falmouth,  said: — "I  am  willing  to  die;  because  I  have 
lived  an  innocent  life,  and  because  the  times  are  very  trouble- 
some and  distressing,  and  because  if  I  should  live  and  grow 
up,  I  might  be  tempted  to  sin  and  wickedness,  and  then  I 
should  be  unfit  to  die." 

Mr.  Wiswall  wrote  these  touching  sentences  to  Mrs. 
Hannah  Minot  of  Brunswick,  the  grandmother  of  the  little 
girl.  He  sent  Dinah,  his  slave  girl,  to  Mrs.  Minot,  with  the 
intimation  that  she  would  never  be  taken  away.  In  writing 
to  a  Mrs.  Moody  of  Brunswick,  a  sister  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Wis- 
wall says  : — ' '  My  dear  little  child  discovered  the  fortitude  of 
a  hero  and  the  faith  of  a  Christian  in  her  last  moments." 
"  Your  sister,"  Mr.  Wiswall  further  says,  "surpassed  most 
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of  her  sex  in  understanding,  and  came  behind  none  of  them 
in  delicacy  of  sentiment  and  warmth  of  friendship  and  every 
virtue." 

Mr.  Wiswall  is  now  in  Boston,  his  native  city,  and  how 
changed  is  everything  around  him.  in  every  street  and  lane 
so  familiar  and  dear  to  him.  To  wander  about  the  city  is  now 
a  heart -aching  contrast  with  his  happy  boyish  days.  The  site 
of  the  State  House,  Beacon  Hill  and  the  Common  were  white 
with  the  tents  of  the  British  soldiers.  On  duty  as  sentries, 
or  walking  the  streets,  redcoats  were  everywhere,  returning 
contempt  for  the  thinly  veiled  hatred  of  most  of  the  citizens. 
Around  the  city  in  a  half -circle  was  Washington's  continental 
army;  and  in  the  harbor  the  British  ships  of  war  Hying  the 
British  Hag. 

As  long  as  the  army  remained  in  the  city,  and  the  fleet  in 
the  harbor,  loyalists  were  numerous  m  Boston;  but  as  soon  as 
the  soldiers  and  ships  were  withdrawn,  thousands  were  trans- 
formed into  redhot  republicans.  The  English  and  Americans 
were  not  in  natural  agreement.  For  the  two  parties  to  come 
into  contact  was  to  array  prejudice  against  prejudice.  Indeed 
until  this  day,  many  Englishmen  from  the  Island  have  little 
skill  in  adjusting  themselves  to  their  brethren,  the  American- 
ized Englishmen  of  this  continent.  But  at  that  time,  when  to 
the  matter  of  chronic  prejudice  that  of  disloyalty  was  added, 
the  collision  was  direct  and  relentlessly  sharp.  There  was 
actually  no  harmony.  Their  respective  habits  produced  mu- 
tual astonishment.  The  profanity  of  the  English  horrified  the 
American;  and  the  duplicity  and  scheming  of  the  American 
made  the  Englishman  open  wide  his  eyes  and  hold  up  his 
hands. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war,  when  the  prospects  of  the 
rebellion  were  discouraging,  large  numbers  took  oaths  of 
allegiance,  to  break  them  when  in  important  battles  the 
patriots  were  victorious.  While  Mr.  Wiswall  remained  in 
Boston,  he  was  made  deputy  chaplain  of  one  of  the  regiments 
stationed  there.    He  also  received  many  tokens  of  kindness 
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from  old  friends.  To  assist  him  in  his  purpose  of  going  to 
England,  Admiral  Graves  made  him  chaplain,  and  took  him 
in  his  ship,  the  Preston,  which  left  Boston  on  the  29th  of 
January,  1776,  carrying  the  Admiral  back  to  the  old  country. 
As  the  ship  passed  down  Boston  Harbour,  the  reflections  of 
this  good  man  must  have  been  excruciatingly  painful.  One 
fact  more  than  all  others  gave  the  keenest  anguish  to  his 
heart.  He  was  just  beginning  to  put  the  Atlantic  between 
himself  and  the  cold  remains  of  his  dear  wife  in  her  father's 
tomb  in  Boston.  Never  before  did  she  seem  so  precious; 
never  before  did  her  excellencies  stand  out  in  all  their  beauty 
and  in  light  so  clear,  as  when  he  with  his  two  boys  sailed 
away  from  her  grave.  He  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  before, 
but  under  circumstances  very  different.  Then  he  left  his  be- 
loved wife  and  little  ones  behind  him,  hoping  to  return  to 
them  in  a  short  time  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  the 
Church  of  England ;  but  now  he  thinks  of  graves  and  a  home 
in  ashes  and  his  native  country  in  red-handed  rebellion.  It 
must  have  been  a  relief  to  his  aching  heart  to  have  written 
thus  to  his  mother-in-law  at  Brunswick,  of  his  much  lamented 
wife  : — "  You,  my  dear  madam,  you  are  almost  at  the  end  of 
your  race,  and  it  must  give  you  great  consolation  to  know  that 
you  will  soon  arrive  in  that  blessed  country  where  you  will 
enjoy  the  converse  of  my  dear  wife,  and  all  our  friends  who 
have  died  in  the  Lord.  As  for  myself,  I  am  literally  a  stranger 
and  a  pilgrim  in  this  world.  The  only  thing  I  wish  for  here 
is  to  see  my  sons  settled  in  some  honest  employment;  then, 
Lord,  let  thy  servant  depart  in  peace." 

Notwithstanding  his  severe  troubles,  he  thought  of  his 
slave  Dinah,  who  had  gone  to  live  with  his  wife's  familj^  at 
Brunswick.  "  Remember  me  to  Dinah.  You  can  assure  her 
from  me  that  I  am  determined  not  to  sell  her  to  anybody." 

Of  the  excellencies  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Wiswall  says  : — "  Her 
person  tall  and  genteel ;  her  hair  brown ;  skin  clear ;  complex- 
ion before  marriage  ruddy,  but  pale  and  delicate  after  she 
began  to  bear  children.  Lively  blue  eyes  with  much  fire, 
tempered  with  graceful  modesty  and  an  indescribable  sweet- 
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ness,  added  lustre  and  delicacy  to  her  cliarms.  Her  features 
were  regular;  she  was  of  quick  sensibility;  had  the  nicest 
sense  of  honor;  and  though  no  slave  to  decorum,  yet  a  careful 
observer  of  it.  She  had  much  wit,  no  ill  nature;  but  her 
benevolent  heart  never  suffered  her  to  exercise  this  talent  at 
the  expense  of  her  neighbor's  reputation.  I  never  knew  a 
compound  of  so  much  good  sense  and  modesty.  .  .  .  She 
was  an  excellent  judge  of  character  .  .  .  she  had  read 
and  well  digested  many  of  the  best  political  writers;  but  his- 
tory was  her  favorite  amusement.  I  never  knew  a  woman  to 
read  history  so  well.  She  wrote  with  great  ease,  cur  rente 
calamo.  She  was  a  sincere  Christian;  her  articles  of  faith 
were  gathered  from  the  Scriptures  alone.  .  .  ,  Her  forti- 
tude and  patience,  her  prudent  deportment,  her  tenderness 
and  sensibility,  were  evident  to  the  world  in  the  days  of  afflic- 
tion. Her  passions  were  strong,  and  so  was  her  reason  by 
which  all  her  gifts  were  made  to  adorn  her  virtue  and  benevo- 
lence. She  loved  her  husband  with  the  warmest  affection; 
and  was  jealous  of  his  honor  and  ever  solicitous  to  please  him. 
She  was  a  most  affectionate  parent;  but  her  tenderness  to  her 
children  did  not  degenerate  into  weakness.  She  had  an  ex- 
cellent talent  to  secure  authority;  but  was  beloved  by  her  do- 
mestics. They  never  disputed  her  orders.  Her  slaves  would 
cheerfully  sacrifice  their  lives  for  her.  How  could  it  be  other- 
wise, when  they  were  so  fully  convinced  that  she  lived  only 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  all  around  her.  Stripped  of 
everything  but  her  wearing  apparel,  expelled  from  her  home 
and  all  domestic  enjoyments,  banished  from  an  aged  mother 
and  an  only  sister,  forced  into  a  besieged  town,  and  then  com- 
pelled to  sustain  life  on  the  coarsest  fare,  with  no  prospect  of 
a  speedy  change  for  the  better,  she  bore  all,  not  only  with 
resignation,  but  with  cheerfulness  as  long  as  she  was  able  to 
support  her  tottering  frame — a  body  too  delicate  to  encounter 
such  a  storm.  And  when  confined  to  her  bed  with  a  malignant 
disorder,  even  there  she  put  on  a  mild  and  placid  expression 
and  yielded  up  herself  and  daughter  to  Him  in  whose  provi- 
dence she  always  confided." 
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These  are  tlie  affectionate  records  left  by  Mr.  Wiswall  for 
his  sons  Peleg  and  John,  tliat  they  might  be  blessed  by  a 
knowledge  of  the  virtues  and  the  noble  life  of  one  of  the  best 
of  mothers.  Evidences  abound  that  the  mother's  influence,  to- 
gether with  that  of  the  father,  was  not  lost  on  the  sons. 

The  Preston  landed  them  safely  in  England  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1776.  In  that  winter  Benedict  Arnold  and  Mont- 
gomery were  repulsed  before  Quebec;  but  the  report  of  this 
defeat  had  not  reached  London  when  the  Admiral  arrived. 
Mr.  Wiswall  continued  to  have  a  staunch  friend  in  Admiral 
Graves.  A  chaplaincy  on  board  the  Rainbow,  about  to  sail 
for  America,  was  secured  for  him.  This  ship  sailed  on  the 
6th  of  May  for  New  York;  and  arrived  at  Staten  Island  on 
the  13th  of  August.  He  says: — "I  was  much  distressed  on 
account  of  the  length  of  the  voyage,  the  filthy  condition  of 
the  ship,  and  the  lack  of  supply  of  water,  vegetables  and  fresh 
provisions.  Both  John  and  Peleg,  who  were  with  me,  were 
very  sick  on  the  voyage." 

The  ship  remained  at  New  York  until  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber, when  she  sailed  for  Halifax,  in  whose  harbor  she  cast 
anchor  on  the  27th. 

In  Halifax  Mr.  Wiswall  found  great  unrest  and  confu- 
sion. Lieutenant-Governor  Francklin  and  Governor  Legge 
were  at  swords  points.  The  latter  had  been  sending  most 
dolorous  accounts  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  doubted  the 
loyalty  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia,  especially  those 
of  New  England  origin.  Lieutenant-Governor  Francklin,  on 
the  other  hand,  assured  the  authorities  in  England  that  the 
people  were  loyal ;  but  that  Governor  Legge  was  acting  in  an 
arbitrary  and  tyrannical  manner,  and  alienating  the  people, 
even  the  better  class  of  them.  The  reports  of  disloyal  move- 
ments in  Colchester  and  Cumberland  helped  to  keep  up  a  fer- 
ment of  agitation.  On  the  17th  of  March  General  Howe  had 
evacuated  Boston;  and  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month  three 
men-of-war  and  forty-seven  transports  came  from  Boston  to 
Halifax,  bringing  1,500  loyalists  and  their  families.    This  in- 
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crease  of  population  raised  the  cost  of  pro\^isions  so  tliat  tlie 
GoYernor-in-Council  felt  compelled  to  fix  tlie  prices  by  law. 
Mr.  Wiswall.  liowever,  got  board  at  Tliomas  Brown's  for 
eight  dollars  a  week. 

In  June,  General  Howe  sailed  with  bis  forces  for  New 
York.  Dr.  Breynton  was  in  charge  at  St.  Paul's  and  was  also 
chaplain  of  the  House  of  Assembly;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ellis  looked 
after  the  Episcopalians  in  Hants  and  Kings  counties,  and  the 
Eev.  Thomas  Wood  those  in  the  county  of  Annapolis.  Eev. 
Mather  Byles  was  chaplain  to  the  army  in  Halifax.  Among 
the  loyalists  added  to  the  city  by  the  arrival  of  General  Howe 
were,  no  doubt,  many  of  Mr.  Wiswall's  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 

He  was  a  great  economist  and  valued  highly  every  hour  of 
his  life.  During  his  three  months'  staj^  in  this  city  he  taught 
a  mathematical  school  and  employed  himself  in  the  home  of 
Thomas  Brown,  the  luxury  of  whose  table  he  contrasted  in 
after  years  with  the  rough  fare  he  got  on  shipboard.  Accord- 
ing to  a  letter  to  Mr.  Brown,  tantalizing  visions  of  the  savory 
dishes  of  his  table  floated  before  his  mind,  as  he  tried  to  make 
a  dinner  from  beef,  hard  tack  and  bread  and  salt,  of  which 
he  had  not  a  good  word  to  say. 

On  the  first  of  February.  1777.  he  left  Halifax  on  the 
Liverpool  for  England,  where  he  arrived  on  the  second  of 
March.  He  was  here  appointed  chaplain  to  the  Boyne.  He 
took  his  son  Peleg  on  this  ship  with  him.  From  this  time  the 
ship  remained  in  English  or  Irish  ports,  until  the  25th  of 
May,  1778.  Of  the  Irish  people  at  Kinsale.  where  his  ship 
lay  for  a  time,  he  says: — "  The  lower  class  of  people  live  in 
huts  called  cabins,  and  are  exceedingly  dirty,  and  their  diet 
is  potatoes  and  skimmed  milk.  The  Irish  of  the  superior  class 
have  a  great  flow  of  spirits  and  are  very  remarkable  for  their 
hospitality.  The  women  are  handsome  and  exceedingly  free 
in  conversation;  but  their  manners  are  not  delicate."  On  the 
25th  of  May.  1778,  in  company  with  the  warship  Ruby  and 
about  70  sail  of  merchant  ships,  the  Boyne  left  England  for 
the  West  Indies.    On  the  17th  of  June  this  fleet  left  Madeira. 
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They  arrived  at  Barbados  on  the  15th  of  July.  For  the  next 
two  years  Mr.  Wiswall  remained  in  the  Boyne  on  the  West 
India  station.  The  time  was  spent  in  watching  and  capturing 
American  privateers.  After  a  time  other  and  sterner  work 
was  found.  At  length  France,  Spain  and  Holland  made  alli- 
ance with  the  revolted  colonies.  Then  the  business  of  the  fleet 
became  more  serious.  With  watching  and  being  watched, 
chasing  and  fighting,  life  did  not  admit  of  dulness  on  board 
the  Boyne. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Wiswall' s  account  of  the  two  naval 
engagements  with  the  French  fleet — one  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1779,  and  the  other  on  the  17th  of  April,  1780.  At  Caree- 
nage," says  Mr.  Wiswall,  having  put  on  board  the  trans- 
ports 3,000  troops  under  the  command  of  Generals  Grant, 
Meadows  and  Prescott,  at  noon,  with  the  convoy,  made  sail 
to  the  southward  to  make  St.  Vincents.  There  we  saw  the 
French  flag  flying  on  the  battery.  At  3  p.  m.  the  signal  was 
given  for  the  ships  of  war  to  withdraw  from  among  the  trans- 
ports. We  let  out  our  reefs  and  made  sail,  cleared  ship  and 
mounted  the  men  at  the  quarters.  At  ten  o'clock  brought  to; 
and  at  ten  in  the  morning  made  sail  again;  and  at  four 
o'clock  saw  a  sail  to  leeward,  making  signals.  At  five  o'clock 
the  admiral  made  the  signal  to  come  under  his  wake,  which 
was  repeated  by  the  other  admirals.  At  half  past  five  a  signal 
was  given  for  a  general  chase,  whereupon  we  set  all  sail  that 
we  could  crowd.  Saw  a  French  ship  on  our  larboard  bow  in 
shore  of  us,  crowding  all  sail  to  join  her  fleet,  which  we  saw 
part  at  anchor  in  St.  George's  Bay,  and  part  under  sail,  lead- 
ing out  of  the  same.  The  admiral  made  the  Suffolk,  Vigilant 
and  Monmouth  signals  to  join  the  fleet.  Granada  was  south- 
east about  two  or  three  leagues.  At  six  o'clock  the  signal  was 
given  for  the  van  of  our  squadron  to  engage  the  enemy's  rear 
as  she  came  up,  passing  on  until  the  whole  fleet  should  come 
up.  At  twenty  minutes  past  seven  o'clock  the  Admiral  gave 
signal  for  the  ships  chasing  to  the  southwest  to  join  the  fleet. 
At  which  time  some  of  the  enemy's  ships,  which  were  drawn 
out  of  the  bay,  began  to  fire  on  our  headmost  ships — the  Sul- 
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tan  and  Prince  of  Wales,  which  fire  they  returned.  Soon 
after  the  Boyne,^'  (of  which  Mr.  Wiswall  was  chaplain) 
^'  began  to  engage  with  her  starboard  guns,  as  she  passed  the 
French  fleet.  At  eight  o'clock  the  Admiral  made  the  signal 
for  every  headmost  ship  to  draw  into  line  of  battle  ahead ;  and 
the  other  ships  to  strengthen  them  as  they  came  up.  We  wore 
and  stood  after  the  enemy,  which  at  this  time  had  got  under 
sail,  their  rear  seemingly  in  confusion,  their  whole  fleet  stand- 
ing to  the  northward  with  top  gallant  sails  set,  and  edging 
away  from  us.  Saw  two  of  their  nearmost  and  leeward  ships 
separate  and  bear  away  from  their  fleet.  At  this  time  we  were 
within  half  a  gunshot  of  the  rear  of  the  enemy ;  and  as  several 
of  their  sterns  were  toward  us,  we  raked  them  for  some  little 
time,  as  did  the  Prince  of  Wales — spoke  her  and  then  made 
sail  ahead  of  her.  At  four  o'clock  saw  signals  on  board  the 
Admiral  to  ware,  and  supposed  it  referred  only  to  those  ships 
who  had  not  already  wore.  The  Monmouth  bore  down  ahead 
of  us,  and  engaged  some  ships  in  the  enemy's  van.  Soon  after 
she  appeared  disabled,  but  continued  to  fire.  Saw  the  signals 
for  battle,  closer  engagement  and  for  general  chase.  Con- 
tinued our  fire  on  the  enemy  as  her  ships  passed  us.  At  half 
past  four  in  the  evening  firing  ceased  on  both  sides.  The 
enemy  had  twenty-six  two-decked  ships  and  seven  or  eight 
frigates.  Our  fleet  consisted  of  twenty-one  ships  of  the  line 
and  one  frigate.  The  Lyon  and  Monmouth  were  much  dis- 
abled ;  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Sultana  appeared  to  have  suf- 
fered much. 

In  this  action  the  Boyne  received  a  shot  between  wind 
and  water.  Several  knees  and  a  beam  were  much  damaged. 
Her  topmast  and  jibboom  shot  away,  and  her  rigging  and 
sails  much  damaged.  A  shot  struck  the  mainmast,  and  an- 
other came  into  the  muzzle  of  one  of  our  deck  guns,  which 
cracked  it  about  four  inches  and  broke  off  part  of  the  muzzle. 
We  had  twelve  men  killed  and  thirty  wounded,  seven  of 
which  dangerously." 

The  commanders  were  Eear- Admirals  Eawley  and  Parker ; 
Vice- Admirals  Byron  and  Barrington. 
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Of  the  second  battle,  which  was  fought  April  17th,  1780, 
Mr.  Wiswall  says  : — 

"  Both  fleets  got  into  very  good  line  ahead  the  enemy  to 
windward.  At  one  o'clock  onr  van  began  the  action  near  the 
centre  of  the  enemy's  line,  passing  on  to  their  van;  and  in 
less  than  an  hour  after  the  whole  fleet  came  into  action.  The 
firing  continued  until  abont  three  o'clock,  and  then  ceased 
on  both  sides,  the  French  standing  to  the  northward  and  we 
to  the  southward. 

*  The  loss  on  board  the  Boyrie  was  only  two  men  killed, 
one  on  the  quarter  deck  and  the  other  on  the  forecastle.  The 
shot  that  killed  the  man  on  the  quarter  deck  passed  very  near 
my  son  Peleg.  Thank  God  we  had  not  a  man  wounded.  The 
18th  was  spent  in  repairing  our  shattered  ship.  At  sunrise  on 
the  19th,  tacked  and  stood  to  the  northward.  On  the  20th 
and  the  following  day,  saw  the  enemy's  fleet,  but  prevailing 
calms  prevented  us  bringing  into  action. 

"  On  the  British  side  twenty  sail  were  engaged  in  this 
battle." 

Arriving  in  London  after  four  years  of  life  in  the  navy, 
Mr.  Wiswall  replied  to  a  letter  which  he  had  received  while 
he  was  in  the  West  Indies,  from  his  friend,  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Bailey,  who  was  in  Halifax  when  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Wiswall. 
As  has  been  seen,  Mr.  Wiswall  himself  had  spent  three 
months  in  this  city.  His  entrance  into  the  capital  of  loyal 
Nova  Scotia  was  worthy  of  a  staunch  loyalist.  It  was  on  the 
27th  of  September,  1776,  that  the  Rainbow,  a  cloud  of  white 
canvas,  came  up  the  harbor,  having  for  her  commander  Cap- 
tain George  Collier.  Every  sailor  was  at  his  post,  either  on 
the  yard  arms  or  on  the  decks,  some  ready  to  take  in  and  furl 
the  sails;  others  to  touch  off  the  guns  in  saluting  the  forts. 
With  loyal  flags  flying  and  cannon  booming,  Mr.  Wiswall 
entered  the  city.  Dr.  Breynton  was  ready  to  give  the  chaplain 
of  the  Rainbow  a  hearty  greeting,  as  were  other  distinguished 
citizens.  Contrast  this  entrance  into  Halifax  with  that  of  his 
friend  and  correspondent,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Bailey. 
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After  many  adventures  and  much  persecution  in  Pownal- 
borougli  on  the  Kennebec,  now  in  the  State  of  Maine,  Mr. 
Bailey  with  his  family,  by  the  permission  of  the  Massachu- 
setts House  of  Assembly,  left  his  home  in  a  small  coasting 
vessel,  which  he  engaged  to  take  him  and  his  family  to  Hali- 
fax. After  a  fortnight  of  tedious  sailing,  harassed  with  a 
fear  of  being  taken  by  the  patriot  privateers,  they  found 
themselves  entering  our  harbor.  But  let  Mr.  Bailey  give  his 
own  account  of  his  entrance  into  the  city  and  his  reception  by 
the  people : — 

We  expected,"  says  Mr.  Bailey,  "to  be  hailed  after  we 
passed  George's  Island,  but  the  people  conceiving  our  vessel 
to  be  some  coaster  from  Malagash,  we  were  suffered  to  pro- 
ceed without  any  inquiry.  We  were  now  on  deck  contemplat- 
ing with  infinite  wonder  and  satisfaction  the  various  objects 
around  us.  We  were  now  indulging  a  thousand  pleasant  re- 
flections as  we  approached  near  the  centre  of  the  town;  and 
this  situation  reminded  us  that  it  was  proper  to  explore  some 
convenient  place  to  secure  a  landing.  We  were  now  plainly 
sensible  that  our  uncouth  habits  and  uncommon  appearance 
had  by  this  time  attracted  the  notice  of  multitudes  who  flocked 
toward  the  water  to  indulge  their  curiosity.  These  inquisi- 
tive strangers  threw  us  into  some  confusion ;  and  to  prevent  a 
multitude  of  impertinent  interrogations  which  might  natur- 
ally be  expected  by  persons  in  our  circumstances,  I  made  the 
following  public  declaration  standing  on  the  quarter  deck  : — 

'  Gentlemen,  we  are  a  company  of  fugitives  from  Ken- 
nebec in  New  England,  driven  by  famine  and  persecution  to 
take  refuge  among  you,  and,  therefore,  I  must  entreat  your 
candour  and  compassion  to  excuse  the  meanness  and  singular- 
ity of  our  dress.' 

I,  at  that  moment,  discovered  among  the  gathering 
crowd  Mr.  Kitson,  one  of  our  Kennebec  neighbors,  running 
down  the  street  to  our  assistance.  He  came  instantly  on 
board;  and,  after  mutual  salutation,  helped  us  on  shore.  Thus 
just  a  fortnight  after  we  left  our  beloved  habitation,  we  found 
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ourselves  landed  in  a  strange  country,  destitute  of  money, 
clothing,  dwelling  or  furniture,  and  wholly  uncertain  wliat 
countenance  or  protection  we  might  receive  from  the  govern- 
ing powers.  Mr.  Kitson  kindly  offered  to  conduct  us  either  to 
Mr.  Brown's  or  Mr.  Callahan's;  and  just  as  we  quitted  our 
vessel,  Mr.  Moody,  formerly  clerk  in  the  King's  Chapel 
(Boston),  appeared  to  welcome  our  arrival.  But  as  it  may 
alford  some  diversion  to  the  courteous  reader,  I  will  suspend 
my  narration  a  few  moments  to  describe  the  singularity  of  our 
apparel,  and  the  order  of  our  procession  through  the  streets, 
which  were  surprisingly  contrasted  with  the  elegant  dresses 
of  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  we  happened  to  meet  in  our 
lengthy  ambulation. 

And  here  I  am  confoundedly  at  a  loss  where  to  begin, 
whether  with  Captain  Smith  or  with  myself;  but  as  he  was  a 
faithful  pilot  to  this  haven  of  repose,  I  conclude  it  no  more 
than  gratitude  and  complaisance  to  give  him  the  preference. 
He  was  clothed  in  a  long,  swinging  threadbare  coat,  and  the 
rest  of  his  habit  displayed  the  venerable  signatures  of  an- 
tiquity, both  in  form  and  in  materials.  His  hat  carried  a  long 
peak  before,  exactly  perpendicular  to  the  longitude  of  his 
aquiline  nose.  On  the  right  hand  of  this  sleek  commander 
shuffled  your  very  humble  servant,  having  his  feet  adorned 
with  a  pair  of  shoes  which  sustained  the  marks  of  rebellion 
and  independence.  My  legs  were  covered  with  a  thick  pair  of 
blue  woolen  stockings,  which  had  been  so  often  mended  and 
adorned  with  the  fingers  of  frugality  that  scarce  an  atom  of 
the  original  remained.  My  breeches,  which  concealed  the 
shame  of  my  nakedness,  had  formerly  been  black,  but  the 
color  being  worn  out  by  age,  nothing  remained  but  a  rusty 
gray,  bespattered  with  lint  and  dedaubed  with  pitch.  Over  a 
coarse  tow  and  linen  shirt,  manufactured  in  the  looms  of  sedi- 
tion, I  sustained  a  coat  and  waistcoat  of  the  same  dandy  grey 
russet;  and  to  secrete  from  public  inspection  the  numerous 
rents,  holes  and  deformities  which  time  and  misfortune  had 
wrought  in  these  ragged  and  weather-beaten  garments,  I  was 
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furnislied  with  a  blue  surtout,  frilled  at  tlie  elbows,  worn  at 
the  button  boles,  and  stained  with  a  variety  of  tints,  so  tbat 
it  might  truly  be  styled  a  coat  of  many  colours;  and  to  render 
this  external  department  of  my  babit  still  more  conspicuous 
and  worthy  of  observation,  the  waist  descended  below  the 
knees,  and  the  skirts  hung  dangling  at  my  heels;  and  to  com- 
plete the  whole,  a  jaundiced-colored  wig  devoid  of  curls  was 
shaded  by  the  remnants  of  a  rusty  beaver,  its  monstrous  brim 
replete  with  notches  and  furrows,  and  grown  limpsy  by  the 
alternate  afflictions  of  storm  and  sunshine,  lopped  over  my 
shoulders  and  obscured  a  face  meagre  with  famine  and 
wrinkled  with  solicitude.  My  consort  and  niece  came  lagging 
behind  at  a  little  distance,  the  former  arrayed  in  a  ragged 
baize  nightgown,  tied  round  her  middle  with  a  woolen  string, 
instead  of  a  sash ;  the  latter  carried  upon  her  back  the  tattered 
remnants  of  a  hemlock-colored  linsey-woolsey,  and  both  their 
heads  were  adorned  with  bonnets  composed  of  black,  moth- 
eaten  stuff,  almost  devoured  by  the  teeth  of  time.  I  forgot 
to  mention  the  admirable  figure  of  their  petticoats,  jagged  at 
the  bottom,  distinguished  by  a  multitude  of  fissures,  and 
curiously  drabbled  in  the  mud,  as  a  heavy  rain  was  now  be- 
ginning to  set  in.  And  to  close  this  solemn  procession,  Dr. 
M.3LjeT  and  our  faithful  John  (Macnamara)  marched  along  in 
all  the  pride  of  poverty  and  majesty  of  rags  and  patches, 
which  exhibited  the  various  dyes  of  the  rainbow.  The  doctor 
proceeded,  with  a  yellow  bushy  beard,  grinning  all  the  way, 
while  his  broad,  Dutch  face  opened  at  his  mouth  from  ear  to 
ear.  The  other  continued  his  progression  with  a  doleful 
solemnity  of  countenance,  as  if  designed  to  give  a  kind  of  dig- 
nity to  the  wretched  fragments  of  his  apparel  which  floated  in 
the  wind.  In  this  manner  our  procession  began,  and  was  sup- 
ported until  we  arrived  at  Captain  Callahan's,  near  half  a 
mile  from  the  place  of  our  landing.  This  worthy  gentleman, 
who  was  formerly  my  friend  and  neighbor,  was  at  this  time 
absent  on  an  expedition  to  Penobscot.  Having  obtained  en- 
trance, we  saw  no  person  in  the  room  but  Polly  Clensy,  a 
young  girl  whom  this  family  had  transported  from  Kennebec. 
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After  lier  surprise  at  our  unexpected  appearance  liad  some- 
what abated,  slie  ran  upstairs  to  inform  Mrs.  Callahan  of  our 
arrival;  but  in  her  precipitation  forgot  to  mention  Mrs.  Cal- 
lahan's godson,  our  little  boy  Charley,  which  made  Mrs.  Calr 
lahan  conclude  that  we  had  by  some  fatal  accident  lost  him. 
This  filled  the  good  woman  with  alarming  emotion,  and  she 
hastened  down  with  evident  expressions  of  anxiety  and  tremor 
in  her  face,  for  it  was  some  moments  before  she  observed  the 
little  charmer  prattling  about  the  room.  Indeed,  we  were  so 
deeply  affected  with  this  happy  meeting  that  we  could  hardly 
speak  to  each  other;  and  a  scene  of  silent  confusion  ensued 
until  our  various  agitation  began  to  subside. 

"  Mrs.  Callahan  quickly  informed  us  that  she  had  had  a 
dream  the  preceding  night,  which  occasioned  her  no  small 
uneasiness.  She  imagined  in  her  sleep  that  she  was  dressing 
before  breakfast.  Polly  came  running  up  to  her  chamber  in 
the  utmost  hurry,  and  assured  her  that  Mr.  Bailey  and  family 
were  all  safely  arrived  from  New  England,  except  little 
Charley,  who  vras  missing,  upon  which  information  she  de- 
scended with  a  heavy  heart,  and  found  all  as  Polly  had  repre- 
sented— all  the  family  present  except  the  lovely  child.  She 
farther  imagined  in  her  dream,  that  in  the  midst  of  the  mu- 
tual enquiries  and  congratulations,  Master  Harry  Brown 
came  and,  after  paying  his  compliments,  informed  us  that  his 
papa  was  coming  immediately  to  give  us  joy.  No  sooner  had 
Mrs.  Callahan  finished  telling  her  dream  than  Master  Harry 
came,  smiling  and  blushing,  into  the  room;  and  after  bidding 
us  welcome  to  Halifax  acquainted  me  that  his  papa  was  ap- 
proaching to  pay  me  his  compliments." 

This  singular  dream  related  by  Mrs.  Callahan  all  came 
true  except  in  the  matter  of  Mr.  Bailey's  son,  little  Charley. 

About  twenty  years  after  this,  the  Duke  of  Kent,  while 
visiting  at  Annapolis,  saw  a  fine-looking  young  man,  whose 
appearance  and  bearing  arrested  his  attention.  He  therefore 
became  his  patron,  and  secured  for  him  a  commission  in  the 
army ;  and  in  1813  this  young  ofiicer  fell  at  Chippewa  fighting 
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tlie  battles  of  liis  country.  In  spite  of  Mrs.  Callalian's  bad 
dream,  her  godson.  Charles  Percy  Bailey.  lived  to  distinguish 
himself  in  the  defence  of  Canada  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  to 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  adopted  country. 

In  a  letter  to  his  friend  in  adversity,  dated  at  London, 
February  9th,  1781,  Mr.  Wiswall  writes  with  a  touch  of 
humor  evidently  caught  from  Mr.  Bailey  : — 

Tour  favor  which  I  received  in  the  "West  Indies,  a 
climate  philosophically,  belligerently  and  politically  hot,  was 
like  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul.  From  you  I  received  though 
a  concise,  yet  very  clear,  and  the  only  information  I  obtained 
of  many  of  my  friends  being  safe  in  Halifax,  for  whose  wel- 
fare I  have  ever  been  extremely  solicitous. 

I  left  most  of  you  exposed  to  the  merciless  rage  of  rebels. 
My  situation  for  three  years  past  has  been  very  disagreeable. 
Deprived  of  the  privilege  that  even  prisoners  enjoy — that  of 
hearing  from  and  writing  to  their  friends.  Your  letter  and 
one  from  dear  friend  Simmons,  of  almost  three  years  date, 
are  the  only  favours  I  have  received  of  that  kind  for  nearly 
four  years  past ;  and  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had 
of  acknowledging  yours.  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  escape 
from  Pownalborough.  Your  situation.  I  am  sure,  must  be 
much  better  at  Cornwallis.  and  I  give  you  joy,  too,  if  it  is 

true,  that  your  old  enemy,  Cha  C  n.  was  taken  from  a 

party  from  Penobscot.  May  Bovr.-:^.n  have  the  same  fate; 
and  so.  'Lord,  let  all  Thine  enemies.'  etc." 

In  a  paper  read  by  Charles  E.  Allen  before  the  Lincoln 
County  Historical  Society.  Xovember  13.  1895,  the  subject 
being.  ■'"  Sev.  Jacob  Bailey  :  His  Character  and  Work.''  I 
find  the  following,  which  enables    me    to    identify  Cha. 

C  n      as  Charles  Carleton.     Mr.  Allen  says: — "'  On  the 

22nd  of  September,  immediately  after  divine  service,  instead 
of  reading  the  declaration  of  independence.  Mr.  Bailey  said. 

Some  of  you  perhaps  expect  that  I  should  read  a  paper;  but 
I  cannot  comply  without  offering  tlie  utmost  violence  to  my 
conscience,  and  I  solemnly  declare  in  the  presence  of  this 
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assembly  that  my  refusal  does  not  proceed  from  any  contempt 
of  authority;  but  to  a  sacred  regard  to  my  former  engage- 
ments, and  from  a  dread  of  offending  that  God  who  is  infi- 
nitely superior  to  all  earthly  power." 

Finally,"  says  Mr.  Allen,  every  other  means  proving 
inefficient,  Gushing,  Bowman,  Hambleton  and  Carleton,  the 
Committee,  summoned  him  to  trial  at  the  courthouse  on  the 
28th  of  October."  This  makes  it  very  probable  that  the 
"  Cha  C  n  "  was  Carleton,  especially  as  Mr.  Wiswall  as- 
sociates the  name  of  Bowman  with  it. 

"  I  have  been  almost  five  years  cruising  against  the 
enemies  of  my  country;  and  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  cap- 
turing some  Yankees,  French  privateers  and  of  three  times 
severely  drubbing  the  French  fleet,  and  with  an  inferior 
force;  and  now  having  returned  to  dear  England,  I  have  put 
off  the  harness  and  mean  to  enjoy  in  quiet  res  angusta  forte 
lahore,  having  bequeathed  to  my  two  boys  my  weapons,  my 
quiver  and  my  bow,  who  continue  in  the  navy  serving  their 
country  against  the  united  force  of  Yankee,  French,  Spanish 
and  Dutch  malice.  May  they  live  to  see  their  injured  coun- 
try triumph  over  this  combined  force,  and  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  peace  purchased  by  the  sweat  of  war. 

"  I  wish  that  you,  my  dear  sir,  who  have  sown  in  tears, 
may  reap  in  joy,  and  plenty  of  this  world's  blessings." 

In  a  letter  written  about  this  time  in  London  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Brown,  of  Halifax,  I  take  the  following  extract: — 

How  often  have  we,  while  suffering  all  the  hardships  of 
war,  talked  over  the  many  agreeable,  the  pleasant  and  prec- 
ious hours  we  have  spent  at  your  fireside;  and  while  we  have 
been  eating  our  scant  allowance  of  musty  and  worm-eaten 
bread  and  bad  smelling  beef,  regretted  the  loss  of  Mrs. 
Brown's  fine  puddings,  pies,  etc.,  etc. — a  table  loaded  with 
every  luxury  Halifax  could  afford.  We  have  generally  fared 
as  bad,  and  sometimes  worse,  than  we  fared  at  the  Boston 
blockade,  all  the  time  we  have  been  in  the  West  Indies. 
Peleg  has  gone  again  to  that  disagreeable  station  in  the  Sybil; 
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Jack  is  with  me  at  present;  but  belongs  to  a  new  frigate,  the 
Latina,  not  yet  launched,  commanded  by  Sir  Hyde  Parker. 
I  mean  to  reside  here  in  London  or  in  this  neighborhood  till 
the  opportunity  presents  of  returning  to  Falmouth;  for  they 
talk  of  making  a  new  government  there,  and  Sir  William 
Pepperell  to  be  Governor." 

The  letter  written  to  Mr.  Wiswall  by  Mr.  Bailey  was 
dated  at  Cornwallis,  Nova  Scotia. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  after  his  arrival  in  Halifax,  Mr. 
Bailey  made,  as  he  says,  "  an  excursion  into  the  country,  and 
travelled  through  all  the  fine  settlements  on  the  Basin  of 
Minas,  Falmouth,  Horton  and  Cornwallis.  I  have  dined  on 
the  very  spot  where  Charles  LeBlanc  formerly  lived."  This 
may  have  been  Rene  LeBlanc,  public  notary.  "  Two  hundred 
families  are  settled  in  this  place,  and  I  am  invited  to  officiate 
among  them  this  winter;  and  believe  I  shall  accept  their  offer 
till  I  can  return  to  Kennebec  in  safety.  They  have  agreed  to 
furnish  me  with  an  house  and  firing ;  to  give  me  a  horse  worth 
ten  guineas,  to  be  at  the  expense  of  my  removal,  and  to  allow 
me  a  weekly  contribution,  besides  presents,  which  will 
amount  to  more  than  £70  sterling  a  year;  if  I  reckon  the 
prices  at  Halifax,  I  have  been  treated  with  uncommon  kind- 
ness and  respect.  No  consideration,  however,  shall  ever  de- 
tain me  from  visiting  my  former  friends  and  neighbors  when 
the  tyranny  of  congress  is  overpast." 

At  this  time  Mr.  Wiswall  did  not  know  that  in  a  short 
time  he  would  be  Mr.  Bailey's  successor  at  Cornwallis.  As 
his  health  had  failed  at  sea,  he  petitioned  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  for  an  annuity  of  £30  a  year.  Although  General 
Gage,  who  had  charge  of  the  troops  in  Boston  before  they 
were  taken  over  by  General  Howe,  and  Sir  John  Wentworth, 
certified  to  the  facts  in  Mr.  Wiswall's  petition,  he  did  not 
receive  the  annuity  asked  for.  The  S.  P.  G.  allowed  him  £30 
a  year,  and  this  was  all  the  income  he  had.  He  appealed  to 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  his 
personal  influence.    But  here  he  was  again  disappointed.  He 
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then,  on  the  Stli  of  April,  1782,  applied  to  the  S.  P.  G.  to  give 
him  a  mission  station  either  at  Albany  or  Stratford. 

In  the  meantime  he  removed  from  London  to  Oxford.  In 
that  classic  atmosphere  and  surrounded  with  natural  beauty 
so  congenial  to  his  refined  nature,  he  seemed  for  a  time  to 
have  lost  the  heaviness  of  spirit  which  he  carried  from  the 
day  when  in  1775  he  was  compelled  to  take  refuge  on  the  war- 
shi-p  Caneau,  until  he  found  himself  in  1781  a  resident  of 
Oxford,  noted  for  its  ancient  seat  of  learning. 

"  The  people,"  says  Mr.  Wiswall,  "  are  all  remarkably 
neat  in  their  persons;  and  as  neat  in  their  houses.  Entirely 
secluded  from  the  vicious  world,  here  you  see  the  simplicity 
of  the  golden  age,  and  a  hospitality  very  seldom  found  among 
farmers.  They  have  plenty  of  every  necessary  and  conven- 
ience of  life.  There  seem  to  be  no  poor  among  them;  and 
though  you  are  no  churchman,"  (he  was  writing  to  Mr.  Wil- 
lard)  "  I  am  sure  you  will  be  pleased  when  I  assure  you  that 
there  is  not  a  dissenter  from  the  established  church  in  the 
whole  parish.  This  convinces  me  that  the  people  are  so  happy 
in  their  circumstances  that  they  wish  for  no  change.  I  live 
in  a  house  once  a  monastery.  The  family  consists  of  my  land- 
lord, an  apothecary,  mayor  of  the  town,  aged  60,  his  wife,  a 
married  servant  ,aged  42,  and  a  boy  of  17  years  of  age.  Now 
while  I  am  writing  the  house  is  so  still  that  I  can  hear  the 
buzz  of  a  fly  at  a  distance  of  a  hundred  yards.  As  it  is  a  fine 
day,  my  window  is  open,  and  my  chamber  perfumed  with  the 
odor  of  the  flower  garden ;  and  full  in  view  are  twenty  vessels 
on  their  way  to  the  Baltic,  and  yet  there  are  fewer  to-day  in 
sight  than  have  been  since  I  came  to  this  place. 

"  I  have  everything  in  the  house  that  I  could  wish — beer, 
bread  and  wine  of  our  own  manufacture,  besides  excellent 
rum  and  lemons — a  plentiful  table  of  fish  and  flesh  and  every 
kind  of  vegetable.  Without  exception,  I  never  enjoyed  my- 
self better  than  in  this  place.  There  is  nothing  I  would  wish 
for  but  I  have.    In  short,  to  me  it  is  a  paradise.    I  am  all 
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entli-usiasm  while  I  dwell  upon  the  subject.  I  would  wish 
with  the  poet  : — 

'  Here  in  sweet  contentment  would  I  live. 
Here  imlamented.  let  me  die. 
Steal  from  the  world  and  not  a  stone. 
Tell  where  I  lie.' 

But  TOW  will  ask  me  if  Oxford  be  so  vastly  agreeable, 
why  do  no  strangers  reside  there  ?  I  will  tell  yon.  my  dear 
sir.  Set  aside  gamesters,  sportsmen  and  those  who  estimate 
life  in  the  number  of  hours  they  spend  in  assemblies  and  riot- 
ing, in  scandal,  dress  and  show,  and  very  few  you  can  find 
who  can  dwell  in  this  place,  fit  only  for  the  virtuous  and  per- 
sons of  a  philosophic  turn.  It  is  a  hell  to  the  sportsman  who 
is  very  covetous  of  his  game,  which  here  is  in  vast  plenty, 
but  nobody  can  disturb  it.  Here,  too.  are  no  assemblies, 
riots,  drums,  etc..  and  so  pure  and  chaste  are  the  manners  of 
the  people  .that  a  vicious  man  or  she  that  is  given  to  pleasure 
would  be  more  miserable  than  the  damned,  though  God  has 
here  lavished  all  the  innocent  delights  of  Eden.  It  is  a  spot 
that  will  suit  you  and  Mrs.  TVillard  to  a  T." 

Having  followed  Mr.  TTiswall  from  his  c^uiet  home  in  Fal- 
mouth to  Boston.  England  and  the  West  Indies,  we  can 
imagine  the  tortures  of  mind  he  endured  in  these  six  years. 
In  Boston  he  dwelt  in  the  midst  of  wickedness  and  alarm.  In 
the  navy  it  was  no  better.  The  profanity  and  drunkenness  of 
the  sailors  in  that  day  were  shocking.  From  all  this  he  has 
escaped,  and  at  Oxford,  for  a  time,  seems  to  have  been  a 
deputy  curate,  which  work  was  to  his  taste  and  reminded  him 
of  former  days.  The  rural  quietness,  picturesque  beauty  of 
the  landscapes,  and  the  pious  habits  of  the  people  in  contrast 
with  his  previous  six  years'  experience  made  it  seem  to  him 
a  paradise. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  some  of  the  hardships  en- 
dured by  Mr.  TViswall  in  the  navy.  On  the  third  of  Septem- 
ber. 1780.  he  says: — "Last  night  a  gale  of  wind  came  on 

1  It  may  surprise  some  of  us  to  learn  that  this  bit  of  slang-  "  To  a  T," 
is  quite  so  old. 
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from  the  nortliwest,  whicli  increased  until  three  o'clock 
to-day,  when  it  blew  so  hard  and  raised  so  great  a  sea  that 
we  were  obliged  to  put  away  before  it  under  bare  poles.  A 
sea  broke  into  our  ward-room,  stove  in  the  stern  and  quarter- 
galleys  and  tore  everything  in  the  ward-room  to  pieces.  Soon 
after  another  sea  pooped  us,  tore  away  the  stern  galley  and 
upper  quarter  galley — carried  away  the  stern  and  everything 
in  the  great  cabin,  as  far  forward  as  the  mainmast.  Several 
persons  in  the  great  cabin  were  much  hurt — one  officer  had  his 
thigh  broken  and  another  his  knee-pan  split.  Such  was  the 
weight  of  water  that  it  broke  the  ship's  back,  and  she  lay  with 
her  stern  under  water.  We  immediately  set  our  fore-topsail, 
and  threw  overboard  all  the  quarter  deck  guns  and  two  on  the 
forecastle,  also  two  from  the  ward  room,  after  which,  as  it 
pleased  God,  she  righted.  We  sounded  our  well-room  and 
found  four  feet  of  water  in  the  hold.  Got  all  the  pumps  to 
work,  set  our  mainsail,  and  spread  a  sail  over  our  stern,  to 
secure  us  from  the  weather.  Being  weakhanded,  with  much 
labour  we  pumped  the  ship  dry;  and  the  sea,  somewhat  sub- 
siding, we  made  good  weather  of  it;  but  it  was  three  days  be- 
fore the  storm  ceased ;  all  of  which  time  our  chain  pumps  were 
going  constantly  day  and  night. 

"  I  was  remarkably  preserved  from  death.  Being  by  the 
force  of  the  sea  washed  under  the  pantry,  and  there  so 
jammed  that  I  could  not  disengage  myself ;  and  while  I  lay  in 
that  condition  the  sea  washed  over  me  several  times,  and 
broke  the  furniture  of  the  ward  room;  and  every  wash  of  the 
sea  beating  against  me.  But  I  escaped  with  but  comparatively 
little  hurt.  I  will  praise  the  Lord  for  His  goodness,  and  for 
His  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men. 

"  All  this  time  we  were  in  the  West  Indies,  our  ship's 
company  were  remarkably  healthy  until  we  went  into  Caree- 
nage. There,  being  overworked,  some  employed  in  wooding 
and  watering,  some  in  hauling  guns  to  the  top  of  Vegia — a 
very  steep  and  high  hill — and  the  remainder  employed  for 
more  than  a  week  in  pumping  the  Cornwall;  and  having  had 
bad  provisions,  and  worse  water  and  rum,  they  soon  began 
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to  fall  down  with  fever  and  fluxes,  so  tliat  by  the  twentieth  of 
July  there  were  130  on  the  sick  list.  In  Careenage  we  Luried 
six  of  our  men.  On  going  to  sea,  we  hoped  the  change  of 
climate  would  have  restored  our  sick;  but  to  our  disappoint- 
ment the  infection  spread  so  fast  that  the  surgeon's  list  was 
never  less  than  70  or  80;  beside  as  many  ailing  who  would 
not  put  themselves  into  the  list,  we  sailed  so  short  of  comple- 
ment. More  than  that  number  were  incapable  of  doing  any 
duty.  TTe  had  43  French  and  7  American  prisoners  to  take 
care  of.  We  had  also  a  number  of  invalids  and  nine  land 
officers,  whose  servants  were  crowded  upon  us  a  few  hours 
before  we  sailed  from  St.  Kitts.  There  was  also  another  gen- 
tleman. They  brought  no  stock  with  them,  so  our  small  sea- 
stores  supplied  us  with  very  scanty  meals,  having  nothing  to 
send  to  the  sick.  For  two  weeks  before  arrival  at  Plymouth 
we  had  only  ship's  provisions  to  eat.  and  ship's  grog  to  drink. 
Having  had  all  our  tables,  chairs,  mugs,  platters,  etc..  etc., 
broken  and  washed  overboard,  we  were  obliged  to  sit  and  eat 
off  the  deck;  and  wait  for  one  another  for  a  dirty  tin  pot  to 
drink  out  of.  for  a  knife  and  fork.  Our  lack  was  so  great, 
always  one  at  a  time,  and  two.  three  and  four  pumps  going. 
It  is  no  wonder  that  our  ship's  company  were  reduced  to  mere 
shadows,  and  it  is  rather  surprising  that  we  buried  only  38 
men  on  the  voyage.  Had  not  Providence  favored  us  with  a 
short  passage,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  we  would  not  have  had 
enough  men  well  to  have  brought  the  ship  into  port." 

It  does  not  appear  exactly  how  long  Mr.  AYiswall  remained 
at  Oxford.  He  got  an  appointment  by  the  S.  P.  Gr.  as  mis- 
sionary to  Cornwallis,  where  he  arrived  on  the  24th  of 
August.  1783.  Though  Cornwallis  was  for  a  time  made  his 
home,  yet  his  mission  extended  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
township  as  far  west  as  Middleton,  taking  in  the  whole  coun- 
try— a  field  40  miles  long  and  12  broad.  As  he  began  work 
in  the  semi- wilderness,  the  flavor  of  Oxford  luxury  must  have 
lingered  in  his  memory,  as  did  Mrs.  Brown's  puddings  and 
pies  when  he  was  attacking  on  shipboard  a  meal  of  hardtack 
and  nauseous  salt  beef.    But  the  Eev.  John  Wiswall  was  the 
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man  who  could  take  a  clieerfxil  leave  of  luxuries  and  sub- 
mit in  an  uncomplaining  spirit  to  adversity.  In  sucli 
a  spirit  lie  began  life  anew  in  Nova  Scotia.  Tbe  rebellion 
had  been  crowned  with  victory.  All  hope  had  vanished  of 
returning  to  New  England  as  a  British  colony.  Howe  had 
temporized,  passing  away  his  time  with  cards  and  dances 
with  Mrs.  Lo^'ing,  called  by  the  soldiers  the  Sultana.  The 
ruse  of  a  cannonade  by  Washington  all  along  the  line  of  the 
army  besieging  Boston  gave  the  revolutionists  a  chance  which 
they  embraced  to  mount  their  cannon  on  Dorchester  Heights; 
by  which  Washington  became  able  to  dictate  terms  to  General 
Howe.  They  were  that  he  should  withdraw  his  ships  from 
Boston  Harbour,  his  soldiers  from  the  city,  and  leave  behind 
him  his  munitions  of  war  and  large  stores  of  provisions.  It 
is  no  matter  of  wonder  that  the  health  of  Howe  was  drunk  in 
Washington's  camp.  Burgoyne's  surrender  was  not  the  final 
calamity.  At  last  General  Cornwallis  made  a  trap  for  himself 
at  Yorktown,  and  Washington  sprang  it.  The  chances  of 
subduing  the  revolt  were  now  past.  All  Europe  and  the  thir- 
teen colonies  proved  too  much  for  England.  She  woke  up  to 
the  nature  of  her  blunderings  too  late.  Nothing  but  entire 
independence  was  acceptable  to  the  colonies.  This  was  bitter 
to  all  loyalists,  and  to  none  less  than  to  Rev.  John  Wiswall. 

On  his  mission  field  Mr.  Wiswall  says: — "  There  are  not 
less  than  700  families."  He  does  not  mean  that  they  are  all 
Episcopalians.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  but  a  small  minority 
were  of  that  faith.  He  said  : — "  It  will  take  me  some  time  to 
inform  myself  by  general  inspection  of  their  opinions,  man- 
ners and  circumstances  in  life,  and  the  state  of  religion  among 
them.  And  sorry  I  am,"  he  continues,  "  to  acquaint  the 
Society  that  there  is  not  one  regular  teacher  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  At  Horton  there  is  an  Anabaptist  meeting-house, 
and  an  illiterate  shoemaker  supplies  the  place  of  a  pastor." 

1  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  after  a  long  time,  some  United  States 
historians  have  begun  to  do  justice  to  the  records  of  the  revolution.  Mr. 
Sydney  George  Fisher  whose  work  is  now  fresh  from  the  press,  merits 
commendation  for  his  courage  in  this  matter. 
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In  a  very  literal  sense  these  statements  are  correct;  but  to 
see  tliem  in  tlieir  true  light,  other  facts  should  be  admitted 
and  taken  into  account. 

A  glance  at  the  history  of  that  part  of  Mr.  Wiswall's  field 
where  he  lived  when  he  made  this  report  to  the  S.  P.  G.  will 
bring  into  clearer  light  the  state  of  that  community  when  he 
settled  in  it. 

In  1760  people  from  New  England  began  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  lands  vacated  by  the  expelled  Acadians.  Samuel 
Beckwitli,  Caleb  Huntington,  Isaac  Bigelow,  John  Newcomb, 
Hezekiah  Cogswell  and  Elkanah  Morton,  junior,  on  behalf 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Cornwallis,  memorialized 
the  pastors  and  Christian  brethren  of  the  several  dissenting 
churches  in  Boston  and  towns  adjacent.  The  following  is  the 
memorial : — 

"  Whereas,  Grod  in  His  providence,  who  orders  the  bounds 
of  the  habitation  of  His  people,  after  previously  removing  our 
enemies,  planted  us  in  this  infant  colony  in  the  year  1760; 
and  after  continuing  five  years  destitute  of  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  by  application  to  the  South  Association  in  Hartford 
County,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  we  obtained  one — the 
Eev.  Benajah  Phelps,  who  came  to  us  ordained  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry;  and  well  recommended  by  the  said  associa- 
tion, who  after  one  year  continuance  with  us  on  probation, 
took  the  pastoral  charge  of  us  to  our  general  satisfaction.  At 
that  time  we  were  in  circumstances  to  afford  him  a  comfort- 
able maintenance,  being  a  time  of  prosperity  with  us.  But 
in  the  two  years  past  we  have  taken  a  different  turn.  The 
produce  of  our  village  being  much  cut  short,  which  occa- 
sioned so  great  a  scarcity  among  us,  that  we  had  not  last 
spiing  sufficient  grain  in  town  to  sow  our  lands.  Our  straits 
would  necessarily  have  increased  to  extremity  through  our 
inability  to  purchase  seed,  had  not  God  inclined  the  hearts 
of  some  of  our  fatherlike  friends  in  Halifax  to  relieve  us  by 
securing  seed  for  us  at  a  neighboring  town,  the  produce  of 
which  has  well  answered  our  expectations.    Yet  notwithstand- 
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ing  the  plenty  that  lias  been  produced  this  year  among  ns; 
and  our  members  wbicli  consist  of  133  families,  not  ten  of 
wliich  are  of  the  established  church;  and  between  eight  and 
nine  hundred  souls.    Our  lands  are  good  and  fertile.  What 
by  means  of  the  late  distressing  scarcity,  and  the  present  ex- 
traordinary expenses  on  our  dykes,  building  a  meeting-house, 
etc.,  together  with  our  necessary  expense  for  clothing,  before 
we  could  put  ourselves  in  a  way  to  make  any  proficiency  in 
manufacturing  our  woollen,  hath  involved  us  so  far  in  debt  to 
our  traders,  that  but  very  few  of  us  have  any  produce  by 
which  we  can  relieve  our  minister  under  his  present  needy 
circumstances.    Without  relief  from  some  quarter  our  said 
minister  cannot  continue  much  longer  with  us.    After  a  sepa- 
ration from  the  Society  and  communion   of   our  Christian 
friends  in  New  England,  and  five  continued  years  without 
any  privileges  of  gospel  administration,  according  to  our  pro- 
fession notwithstanding  our  many  endeavors  in  that  time  to 
have  them  established  among  us;  and  the  expense  of  settling 
a  minister,  building  a  meeting-house,  etc.,  we  say  if,  after  all 
this,  we  should  be  left  destitute  of  Gospel  ministration  by 
neglecting  to  petition  the  aid  of  such  of  our  Christian  breth- 
ren as  are  able  to  afford  us  relief  in  so  critical  a  junction  as 
this,  we  should  be  both  wanting  to  ourselves  and  posterity, 
and  the  cause  of  religion  among  us ;  and  be  reduced  to  a  worse 
condition  than  at  our  first  settling.    For  as  there  is  now  a 
church  building  in  the  town,  and  a  church  minister  provided 
free  of  any  expense  to  all  proselytes — the  Rev.  Mr.  Eagle- 
stone  from  Ireland,  who  first  appeared  here  as  a  Presbyterian, 
hath  been  home  for,  and  last  spring  returned  with  orders; 
and  several  of  the  more  loose  and  unstable  of  our  people  have 
already  gone  over  to  them.    And  the  door  is  open  for  many 
more;  and  if  we  now  part  with  our  minister  who  seems  will- 
ing to  tarry  with  us  on  very  moderate  terms,  we,  as  a  conse- 
quence, in  a  few  years  shall  all  be  churchmen  or  nothing. 
In  point  of  religion,  as  it  seems,  we  shall  be  in  no  condition 
to  re-settle  a  minister.    And  if  our  circumstances  claim  any 
interest  in  your  pity  and  prayers,  we  trust  you  will  not  be 
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forgetful  of  us;  nor  refuse  to  contribute  to  our  relief,  if  you 
judge  tlie  nature  and  circumstances  require  it. 

It  is  recommended  tliat  any  donations  for  the  relief  of 
our  pastor  be  paid  into  tbe  bands  of  tbe  Rev.  Andrew  Elliot 
of  Boston,  and  by  bim  remitted  to  Malacby  Salter  of  Halifax, 
by  wbom  your  liberality  will  be  brought  safe  to  hand.  Tour 
compliance  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  your  memor- 
ialists and  the  interests  of  religion  be  greatly  served." 

This  memorial  was  sent  in  on  the  8th  of  November,  1769. 
It  apparently  called  forth  an  enquiry  from  all  the  Congrega- 
tional churches  in  New  England,  as  to  the  support  which 
Congregational  churches  received  in  Nova  Scotia.  A  reply 
was  sent  back  in  about  two  months — January  18th,  1770,  by 
Benjamin  Gerrish  and  Malachy  Salter.  There  were  then  in 
the  province  six  Congregational  ministers.  It  was  stated  that 
the  salary  of  Mr.  Phelps  was  by  agreement,  £80  per  annum; 
but  he  had  reported  that  his  people  had  not  been  able  to  make 
good  their  contract;  and  were,  of  course,  very  much  in  ar- 
rears. Mr.  Phelps  had  purchased  a  farm,  built  a  house  on  it, 
and  was  much  embarrassed.  This  town  was  one  of  the  most 
thriving  settlements  in  the  province. 

Mr.  Eaglestone  was  probably  the  Episcopal  minister  who 
was  afterwards  settled  at  Amherst,  at  the  time  of  the  revolu- 
tion; and  was  captured  by  some  of  the  revolutionists,  and  car- 
ried to  Boston. 

It  may  be  further  noted  that  the  Congregationalists  had 
built  a  meeting-house.  This  was  located  a  little  north  of  what 
IS  now  known  as  Hamilton's  Corner,  on  the  right  of  the  road 
leading  to  Canning.  To  accommodate  the  people  better,  it 
was  finally  abandoned,  and  two  houses  were  built  to  take  its 
place — one  at  Canning,  and  the  other  where  the  Baptist 
meeting-house  stands  in  Upper  Canard.  The  English  Church 
stood  where  its  successor  now  stands,  on  Church  Street.  There 
was  also  a  Presbyterian  house  which  was  on  the  west  end  of 
Church  Street,  where  the  road  branches  off  to  Canard.  This 
has  been  given  up.  The  Presbyterian  Church  now  stands  a 
little  west  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
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In  response  to  this  memorial,  some  relief  was  sent  to  all 
tlie  Congregational  ministers  in  tlie  Province.  Mr.  Phelps 
received  his  share.  It  was  thirteen  years  after  this,  when  Mr. 
Wiswall  arrived  in  Cornwallis  to  begin  his  labors.  During 
all  this  time  the  S.  P.  G.  had  on  the  ground  one  of  its  mis- 
sionaries. With  some  intermissions,  Congregational  clergy- 
men also  had  held  pastorates  on  the  same  field. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Wiswall  began  work  in  Cornwallis  the 
Rev.  James  Murdoch,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  was  stationed 
at  Horton.  He  claimed  the  glebe  lands  offered  to  the  first 
minister  who  settled  among  the  people;  but  his  right  to  these 
lands  was  disputed  by  Mr.  Wiswall  w^ho  took  the  ground  that 
the  law  meant  the  first  Episcopal  minister.  By  appealing  to 
the  law,  Mr.  Wiswall  secured  the  Horton  Glebe.  Mr.  Mur- 
doch was  drowned  in  the  Musquodoboit  River  in  1799.  The 
Hon.  W.  J.  Stairs,  not  many  years  ago,  had  a  suitable  monu- 
ment put  over  his  grave.  The  Rev.  Aaron  Bancroft,  father  of 
the  historian,  had  left  Cornwallis  a  little  before  Mr.  Wiswall 
arrived.  At  that  time  many  of  the  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  had  been  immersed,  and  the  way  was  thereby 
being  prepared  for  the  Baptist  church,  which  later  on  came 
into  existence. 

The  Anabaptist  minister  at  Horton,  called  by  Mr.  Wis- 
wall "  an  ignorant  shoemaker,"  was  the  Rev.  Nicholas 
Pierson.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Wiswall  for  the  knowledge 
of  Pierson' s  calling.  His  scattered  flock  extended  from  New- 
port to  Nictaux,  a  distance  of  more  than  fifty  miles.  Paul 
made  tents  and  Nicholas  made  and  mended  shoes.  His  church 
was  the  only  Baptist  church  in  the  province  at  that  time.  He 
had  been  ordained  by  the  assistance  of  the  Newlight  Congre- 
gational minister — Henry  AUine,  in  17T8 — five  years  before 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Wiswall. 

In  1776,  Henry  Alline  started  out  from  Falmouth  as  an 
evangelist  of  the  Whitefield  type.  From  that  time  until  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Wiswall,  he  had  preached  in  all  the  western 
counties  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island. 
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On  tlie  IStli  'July,  1TT8,  lie  formed  a  cliurcli  at  Cornwallis 
in  the  house  Simon  Fitcli,  near  Jawbone  Corner,  now  more 
commonly  known  as  Hamilton's  Corner.  This  church  finally 
absorbed  the  old  Congregational  church.  From  1T71  to  1783, 
Mr.  Alline  had  spent  a  part  of  his  time  in  Cornwallis.  When 
Mr.  Wiswall  wrote  his  first  letter  from  Cornwallis  to  the 
S.  P.  G.,  Mr.  Alline  was  preaching  at  Liverpool,  Port  Med- 
way  and  other  places  in  that  part  of  the  country.  He  was  a 
burning  and  a  shining  light.  Here  is  a  record  made  by  him 
at  that  time  in  Liverpool : — 

"  I  came  to  Liverpool  where  I  found  the  people  vastly 
engaged  in  religion,  and  pressing  into  the  kingdom;  and 
almost  all  their  discourse  was  about  the  wretched  state  of  man 
ana  the  glorious  recovery  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  many  rejoiced 
as  it  were  in  a  new  world;  and  I  would  hear  exhortations 
after  every  sermon,  inviting  others  to  taste  and  see  that  the 
Lord  was  gracious." 

Twenty-three  days  after  Mr.  Wiswall  wrote  his  first 
report,  Mr.  Alline  had  arrived  in  Halifax,  where  he 
preached, 

^'When  I  came  to  the  city,"  said  Mr.  Alline,  ^'I  preached 
in  different  parts  of  the  town;  and  have  reason  to  believe  that 
there  were  two  or  three  souls  that  received  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  But  the  people  in  general  are  almost  as  dark  and  as 
vile  as  in  Sodom." 

This  was  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Army  morals  were  added  to  the  morals  of  the  city  and 
country,  previous  to  the  war,  which  were  indeed  of  a  low 
type;  but  the  additions  made  to  the  pop.ulation  after  the  war, 
made  corruption  more  corrupt.  Mr.  Wiswall  never  met  Mr. 
Alline,  who  died  of  consumption  the  following  winter  in 
Northampton,  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  west  end  of  his  mission  field,  as  Mr.  Wiswall  says, 
and  as  it  is  stated  on  his  memorial  tablet,  there  was  no  other 
settled  minister  of  any  name.  But  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Chipman, 
a  Newlight  preacher,  who  lived  a  few  miles  from  Bridgetown, 
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came  at  times  to  Nictaux  and  conducted  religious  services, 
and  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Pierson  of  Horton,  did  the  same. 

In  1780,  William  Black,  the  pioneer  of  the  Methodists 
of  these  Provinces,  began  his  work  as  an  evangelist.  He  had 
preached  in  both  Wilmot  and  Cornwallis.  It  seems  necessary 
that  the  above  statements  should  be  made  in  order  to  under- 
stand more  fully  Mr.  Wiswall's  report  that  from  Cornwallis 
to  Wilmot  there  was  no  settled  minister  of  any  name. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Bailey  was  Mr.  Wis- 
wall's immediate  predecessor  in  Cornwallis.  He  arrived  on 
the  field  on  the  20th  October,  1779.  A  little  over  four  years 
after  this,  Mr.  Wiswall  followed  him.  A  detachment  of  sol- 
diers had  been  stationed  at  Cornwallis  as  soon  as  the  two  hun- 
dred people  from  Connecticut  had  landed  there  in  1760. 
When  Mr.  Bailey  began  his  ministry  on  that  field,  there  were 
about  twenty  families  of  church  people;  and  he  said,  there 
were  few  to  sympathize  with  him  in  his  loyalty  to  the  King. 
The  statement  in  the  memorial  of  the  Congregationalists  to 
New  England  for  help  in  supporting  their  ministry,  that  a 
few  of  their  members  had  united  with  the  Church  of  England 
accounts  for  the  lack  of  sympathy  of  some  of  Mr.  Bailey's 
people  with  his  loyalty.  The  Rev.  Aaron  Bancroft  arrived  in 
Cornwallis  in  December,  1780,  but,  as  Mr.  Wiswall  says, 
there  was  no  stationed  minister  on  the  ground  when  he  ar- 
rived, he  must  have  returned  to  New  England  before  that 
date.  Mr.  Bailey  removed  from  Cornwallis  in  August,  1782, 
about  a  year  before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Wiswall.  While  in 
Cornwallis,  to  increase  his  limited  income,  he  taught  a  small 
school. 

In  response  to  the  request  of  a  few  families  in  that  part 
of  Horton  where  Wolfville  is  now  located,  Mr.  Wiswall 
]treached  to  them  once  a  month.    He  says : — 

"The  Baptists,  who  have  a  large  house  of  worship  there, 
have  granted  me  the  use  of  their  pulpit."  He  did  not  there- 
fore, find  the  "  ignorant  shoemaker  "  and  his  church  ungener- 
ous neighbors.    This  maker  and  repairer  of  the  Horton  peo- 
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pie's  shoes,  set  a  good  example  in  those  far-off  days,  which 
has  not  been  fully  imitated,  no,  not  even  in  our  own  times. 
Fishermen  and  men  of  the  lapstone  have  sometimes  been  in 
advance  of  the  sentiments  of  their  times. 

Mr.  Wiswall  says  further: — "I  have  a  very  crowded 
audience  when  I  preach  at  Horton  of  persons  of  all  denomi- 
nations. I  am  in  hopes  that  their  prejudices  against  our 
church  service  will  gradually  wear  oif."  In  that  matter  his 
hopes  were  doomed  to  disappointment.  The  descendants  of  the 
Puritans  did  not  take  kindly  to  ritual.  The  Episcopal  church 
in  Cornwallis  was  not  finished  inside  when  Mr.  Wiswall 
arrived.  He  says: — ^'Building  the  parsonage  here,  and 
finishing  the  church  is  a  very  heavy  burden  on  my  parishon- 
ers,  which  prevents  their  contributing  to  my  support.  I 
receive  neither  pay  from  the  people  of  Horton,  nor  any  profit 
from  the  church  lands  there." 

1784,  he  visited  Digby,  which  was  settled  by  loyalists. 
He  reports  that  there  were  more  than  four  hundred  new 
houses;  but  no  minister  of  any  denomination.  He  preached 
to  a  crowded  audience. 

On  arriving  in  Cornwallis,  Mr.  Wiswall  found  a  very  kind 
and  liberal  friend  in  Colonel  Burbidge,  grandfather  to  Judge 
Burbidge  of  Ottawa.  The  report  of  his  benevolence  brought 
this  reply  from  Mr.  Morice,  the  secretary  of  the  S.  P.  G.  : — 
The  zeal  and  liberality  of  Colonel  Burbidge  cannot  be  suffi- 
ciently commended,  and  the  Society  in  testimony  of  their 
esteem  for  him  have  elected  him' one  of  their  members." 

This  suggests  the  reverses  of  fortune  which  sometimes 
overtake  the  children  of  noble  and  prosperous  parents.  I 
found  in  1858  a  son  of  Colonel  Burbidge,  then  an  aged  man, 
blind  and  poor,  supported  by  the  town  of  Cornwallis.  It  was 
then  the  regulation  in  caring  for  the  paupers  of  the  township 
to  allot  them  to  persons  who  would  take  them  for  the  smallest 
amount.  It  was  a  kind  of  auction  in  which  the  purchases 
went  to  the  lowest  instead  of  the  highest  bidders.  The  lot 
of  Mr.  Burbidge  had  fallen  to  Mr.  Best,  whose  farm  was  on 
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tlie  slopes  of  tlie  South  Mountain.  Here  I  met  him.  He  was 
a  member  of  tlieir  family;  and  was  kindly  treated.  He  was 
tall  and  of  commanding  presence.  No  person  could  be  in  his 
company  without  being  impressed  with  his  culture  and  aris- 
tocratic bearing.  It  was  evident  that  he  had  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  superior  culture.  Poverty  and  blindness  had  not 
broken  his  spirit.  His  bearing  and  conversation  marked  him 
as  a  gentleman.  In  no  way  by  word  or  act  did  he  intimate 
that  he  was  a  dependant;  neither  was  there  indication  of  re- 
bellion at  his  lot.  I  was  much  touched  by  this  experience. 
In  conversing  with  him,  I  felt  that  his  character  raised  him 
above  his  calamities. 

The  people  had  engaged  to  pay  Mr.  Wiswall  £80  a  year; 
but  seemed  unable  to  fulfil  their  engagement. 

Mr.  Wiswall  was  n<)tably  frank  and  truthful  in  his  reports. 
When  he  first  arrived  on  the  field  and  saw  how  cordially  he 
was  received  by  the  people,  he  hoped  that  many,  attracted  by 
the  services  of  the  church,  would  unite  with  it.  But  he  was 
not  aware  then  of  the  depth  and  strength  of  their  attachment 
to  their  own  faith.  Two  years  after  he  began  his  work,  he 
made  the  following  report  to  the  Society: — "Though  there  is 
little  prospect  of  converting  dissenters  here  to  the  church, 
who  in  general  are  greatly  attached  to  the  religion  of  their 
forefathers,  yet  this  will  lessen  their  prejudices,  and  give 
them  a  favorable  opinion  of  us,  as  they  have  been  taught  to 
think  that  churchmen  have  religion  but  little  at  heart;  that 
an  exemplary  behaviour  will  do  more  than  preaching  or  dis- 
puting, toward  reconciling  them  to  our  worship." 

Mr.  Wiswall  had  been  referring  to  the  work  of  the  Soci- 
ety's school-master,  Mr.  Fox,  whom  he  represented  as  very 
industrious  in  his  school,  exemplary  in  his  conduct  and  giv- 
ing general  satisfaction. 

Sufiicient  credit  has  not  been  heretofore  given  to  the  work 
of  the  S.  P.  G.  in  this  province — work  not  only  by  their  mis- 
sionaries, but  also  by  their  school-masters  and  catechists. 
TaJie  the  region  of  the  country  over  which  Mr.  Wiswall  tra- 
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veiled  as  an  example.  At  Cornwallis,  connected  with,  the 
church  there  is  a  school-house.  At  Aylesford,  Wilmot  and 
Handley  Mountain,  school-masters  and  catechists  were  found. 
At  these  points,  in  their  unostentatious  way,  they  were 
engaged  in  diffusing  the  light  and  life  of  religion  as  well  as 
in  giving  intellectual  training  to  the  people.  Later  on  they 
established  Sabbath  Schools,  into  which  were  gathered  the 
children  of  all  denominations;  and,  in  addition  to  the  secu- 
lar knowledge  imparted,  they  gave  instruction  in  the  Bible. 
A  little  anecdote  comes  down  from  these  early  days.  At 
Aylesford,  there  lived  a  German,  who  was  a  blacksmith 
and  somewhat  of  a  genius  in  all  kinds  of  mechanism.  After 
school,  the  children  enjoyed  stepping  into  his  shop  to  see  the 
coals  glowing  on  the  forge  and  the  sparks  flying  from  the 
anvil.  When  the  blacksmith  was  pressed  with  work,  his  wife 
Lydia,  would  blow  the  bellows  for  him.  They  were  great 
favorites  in  the  community;  and  were  familiarly  known  as 
Uncle  Billy  and  Aunt  Lydia.  Who  made  man  ?  "  said 
the  catechist  to  his  class  one  day.  In  that  class  was  a  bright 
little  girl,  who  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  everything 
that  had  been  made,  had  been  made  by  the  popular  black- 
smith; and  so,  anticipating  all  other  answers  to  the  ques- 
tion, she  cried  out  with  all  assurance,  "  Uncle  Billy, — and 
Aunt  Lydia  blowed  the  bellows." 

The  few  Loyalists  who  settled  in  Horton  after  a  little  more 
than  a  year's  residence  in  that  place,  removed  to  Parrsboro. 
While  resident  in  Wolfville  they  invited  Mr.  Wiswall 
to  preach  for  them.  He  preached  as  has  been  stated,  in  the 
Baptist  meeting-house  to  large  audiences;  and  was  encour- 
aged to  believe  that  the  people  would  soon  become  reconciled 
to  the  church  service,  and  enable  him  to  found  a  church  in 
that  place.  After  the  Loyalists  left  for  Parrsboro,  Mr.  Wis- 
wall went  on  a  certain  Sabbath  to  Horton  to  hold  a  service; 
but  found  the  meeting  pre-occupied  by  a  lay  preacher  of 
the  Baptist  faith.  He  therefore  held  his  service  in  a  pri- 
vate house.  On  going  again,  no  one  came  to  his  meeting. 
4 


• 


50 


NOVA   SCOTIA   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


He,  however,  left  word  tliat  lie  was  willing  to  preach  for  them 
whenever  they  should  notify  him  that  his  services  were 
needed.  But  he  was  never  notified,  and  so  his  labors  at  Hor- 
ton  were  discontinued.  All  this  was  frankly  and  fully  re- 
ported to  the  S.  P.  Gr.  The  blighting  of  his  hopes  in  respect 
to  Horton  was  not  all  the  trouble  that  came  upon  him.  The 
congregation  in  Cornwallis  began  to  diminish,  and  the  belief 
got  abroad  that  it  was  on  account  of  his  inefficiency.  Colonel 
Burbidge  made  complaints  to  the  secretary  of  the  S.  P.  G. 
of  the  failure  of  Mr.  Wiswall  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  mis- 
sion. This  brought  about  strained  relations  between  the  mis- 
sionary, a  Mr.  Best  and  Colonel  Burbidge.  It  is  not  probable 
that  the  fault  was  with  Mr.  Wiswall.  The  decrease  in  the 
attendance  at  church  was  due  to  other  causes.  The  Presby- 
terians of  Cornwallis  had  secured  the  services  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Graham,  a  minister  from  Scotland.  The  Newlight  Congrega- 
tionalists  ordained  the  E-ev.  John  Payzant  as  pastor  of  that 
church  for  Horton  and  Cornwallis.  This  took  place  at  Hor- 
ton on  the  3rd  of  January,  1786.  Mr.  Payzant  was  a  brother- 
in-law  of  Henry  Alline.  He  was  one  of  the  family  which,  in 
1756,  had  been  carried  from  Mahone  Bay  to  Quebec  by  the 
Indians.  While  in  that  city  he  had  the  advantage  of  attend- 
ing a  Jesuit  school. 

He  began  his  pastoral  work  at  the  time  Colonel  Burbidge 
wrote  the  S.  P.  G.  about  Mr.  Wiswall.  The  Baptists  at  Hor- 
ton also  held  services  regularly  at  Cornwallis. 

In  the  light  of  these  facts,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  Mr.  Wis- 
wall failed  to  keep  up  the  large  audiences  which  greeted  him 
on  his  first  arrival. 

He  knew  quite  well  the  character  of  the  conservatism  of 
New  England  Puritans.  He  and  his  ancestors  had  belonged 
to  that  faith ;  but  he  hope  that  those  who  had  exchanged  their 
native  land  for  homes  in  the  Nova  Scotia  wilderness,  would 
be  less  inflexible,  and  ready  to  unite  with  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. But  he  learned  that  men  carry  their  essential  charac- 
teristics from  one  land  to  another.    These  were  bitter  experi- 
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ences  for  a  man  wlio  had  suffered  so  mucli  already  in  his 
eventful  life.  But  lie  took  it  all  patiently,  as  became  a  Chris- 
tian minister.  His  correspondence  with  the  Society  evoked 
a  similar  spirit  from  that  body.  The  Christian  flavor  of 
their  letters  to  Mr.  Wiswall  would  be  worthy  of  tthe  best  of 
Christian  sympathy  in  the  present  day.  Mr.  Wiswall  was 
faithful  in  preaching  the  gospel,  and  in  rebuking  the  un- 
godly. Profanity,  drunkenness.  Sabbath-breaking  an\i  riot- 
ing are  vices  which,  according  to  the  testimony  of  all  the 
local  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  characterized  society. 

The  various  trials  in  the  midst  of  which  Mr.  Wiswall 
found  himself,  led  him  to  a  more  thorough  study  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  fell  back  upon  his  knowledge  of  the  Puritans  of  New 
England.  They  had  left  the  old  country  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  before  this,  that  they  might  enjoy  religious  liberty 
in  the  homes  they  might  make  for  themselves  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  America.  But  the  fixedness  of  their  characters,  and 
their  settled  opposition  to  the  Church  of  England,  had  lost 
nothing  in  their  descendants.  He,  at  least,  made  up  his 
judgment  that  to  expect  them  to  become  devout  churchmen, 
was  about  as  reasonable  as  to  look  for  the  spotted  leopard  to 
turn  milk  white,  or  the  negro  to  appear  in  the  fair  skin  of  a 
flaxen-haired  Anglo  Saxon.  The  trials  of  this  period  of  his 
life  unsettled  for  once  his  grave,  prosaic  style  of  writing. 
His  humour  at  last  appeared.  Faced  by  his  apparent  failure 
in  Cornwallis  for  which  he  was  sure  he  was  not  to  blame,  as 
was  Job  that  he  had  committed  no  sins,  he  shows  by  his 
similes  the  impossibility  of  changing  the  Puritans  of  Horton 
and  Cornwallis  into  churchmen  : — 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  impossible  that  the  church 
should  ever  flourish  in  Cornwallis.  For  I  would  sooner  pre- 
vail on  His  Holiness  at  Rome  to  throw  aside  his  mitre  for  a 
red  cloak  and  a  white  wig,  and  bid  a  last  farewell  to  the 
luxuries  of  the  Vatican — to  solicit  the  Bostonians  to  elect  him 
deacon  of  the  old  South  meeting-house,  and  chant  the  edi- 
fying version  of  the  Psalms  to  the  tune  of  '  Hush  my  dear,  lie 
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still  and  slumber,'  tlian  I  could  prevail  on  a  whig*  Oliverian, 
a  friend  to  the  American  Congress  and  Boston  town  meetings, 
to  become  a  good  cburcliman." 

This  is  despair  for  Horton  and  Cornwallis.  While  Mr. 
Wiswall  was  driven  to  this  conclusion  in  respect  to  the 
Church  of  England,  the  ignorant  shoemaker  had  his  revivals, 
baptisms  and  crowded  meetings  at  Horton.  The  Rev.  John 
Payzant,  on  the  same  ground,  was  carried  on  a  tide  of  reli- 
gious awakening;  and  Mr.  Graham  was  in  Church  Street  with 
a  good  following  of  Presbyterians,  augmented  by  additions 
from  the  Puritan  community. 

In  his  disgust  because  of  the  stubbornness  of  the  people 
toward  Episcopacy,  Mr.  Wiswall,  on  the  principle  that  mis- 
ery likes  company,  tells  the  Society  that  the  Presbyterians 
were  driving  Mr.  Graham  from  among  them.  This,  it  is 
probable,  accounts  for  his  early  exchange  of  the  Cornwallis 
for  the  Stewiacke  Valley.  Mr.  Murdoch  also,  he  informed 
the  S.  P.  G.,  had  been  dismissed  from  his  congregation. 

The  Rev.  William  Black  had  received  recruits  to  his  staff 
of  missionaries  from  the  United  States,  and  they  were  rang- 
ing over  the  country.  Among  them,  a  man  of  great  zeal  and 
activity,  the  Rev.  Freeborn  Garretson.  He  was  one  of  the 
missionaries  of  this  denomination  who  at  that  time  travelled 
through  Horton,  Cornwallis  and  Annapolis.  He  reported 
that  he  found  the  Christians  in  this  part  of  the  country 
mostly  preachers.  The  Newlight  ministers  were  accustomed, 
after  finishing  their  sermons,  to  call  upon  the  brethren  "to 
witness  to  the  truth."  This  gave  the  people  practice  in  public 
speaking.  But  at  most  of  their  meetings  there  was  no  minis- 
ter present.  Then  the  services  were  carried  on  by  both  men 
and  women,  who  prayed  and  exhorted.  The  Methodists  and 
Baptists  adopted  the  same  custom.  In  the  Presbyterian  ser- 
vice there  was  the  solemn  psalm-singing,  and  the  long  ser- 
mons, the  people  with  their  open  Bibles  followed  the  reading 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  turning  to  the  quotations  made  by  the 
preacher.    Mr.  Wiswall  was  not  able  to  stem  the  tide. 


REV.    JOHN    WISWALL,    M.  A. 


53 


But  there  was  a  streak  of  light  for  Mr.  Wiswall  in  this 
dark  sky.  A  large  number  of  Loyalists  had  settled  in  Ayles- 
ford  and  Wilmot.  He  had  been  invited  to  preach  for  them 
statedly.  The  forty  miles  distance  had  not  proved  insur- 
mountable. He  fully  reported  his  services  in  that  part  of  the 
country  to  the  Society.  So  zealous  was  he  in  his  work  that 
in  March,  after  a  severe  winter  which  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  travel  to  Wilmot,  when  the  snow  was  so  deep  that  he 
could  not  go  with  his  horse,  he  went  on  foot  all  the  way  from 
Cornwallis  to  Handley  Mountain — a  distance  of  forty-five 
miles.  This  was  zeal  equal  to  that  of  the  Newlight  preacher, 
Henry  Alline,  who  had  walked  over  the  same  ground. 

In  January,  1784,  Peleg,  his  son,  went  to  Halifax,  and 
Mr.  Wiswall,  taking  Harry  Mowatt,  son  of  Captain  Mowatt, 
who  was  arrested  with  him  at  Casco  Bay,  went  to  board  in 
Mrs.  Hutchinson's  house. 

In  a  letter  written  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Bailey  on  the  2nd 
of  March,  1784,  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Parker  of  Boston,  Mr. 
Bailey  says : — 

"  I  am  just  returned  from  a  journey  to  Cornwallis,  under- 
taken to  marry  our  brother  Wiswall,  late  of  Falmouth,  to  one 
Mrs.  Hutchinson,  a  worthy  woman  from  New  York,  who  has 
been  visited  during  the  late  dissensions  with  a  singular  and 
affecting  train  of  calamities." 

To  a  correspondent.  Captain  Gallop  at  Windsor,  Nova 
Scotia,  Mr.  Bailey  makes  this  further  statement : — 

You  have,  I  presume,  heard  a  rumor  of  my  ramble  to 
Cornwallis  to  unite  Brother  Wiswall  in  the  holy  bonds  of 
matrimony  to  a  rib  of  his  own  choice." 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Brown  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Bailey  gives 
another  word  : — 

I  have  lately  travelled  to  Cornwallis  and  officiated  at 
the  wedding  of  our  friend,  Mr.  Wiswall,  who  is  certainly  an 
original  genius  and  a  very  honest  man." 

Mr.  Wiswall,  at  the  time  of  his  second  marriage,  was 
fifty-three  years  old.    For  nine  years  since  his  bereavement 
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at  Boston,  lie  had  been  tossed  about  on  sea  and  land.  Time, 
however,  had  healed  the  wounds  of  his  heart;  and  he  now 
commences  life  anew. 

He  and  his  wife  had  much  experience  in  common.  She 
was  from  New  York.  Adventure  and  vicissitudes  had  been 
the  lot  of  both.  Before  the  time  arrived  for  him  to  move  to 
Wilmot,  he  became  reconciled  to  Mr.  Belcher,  Colonel  Bur- 
bidge,  Mr.  Pesy,  and  others  who  were  estranged  from  him. 
All  was  kindness  and  good-will  before  he  resigned  his  Corn- 
wallis  mission  for  the  one  at  Aylesford  and  Wilmot. 

Annapolis  Royal,  July  28th,  1784. 
To  the  Eev.  Edward  Bass,  at  Newburyport. 

Dear  Sir, — When  your  agreeable  and  welcome  letter  was 
delivered  into  my  hands,  our  brother  Wiswall  was  present 
himself,  his  wife  and  her  youngest  daughter  being  on  a  visit 
to  our  habitation. 

This  observation  will  naturally  conduct  me  to  answer  your 
queries  respecting  that  sensible  and  original  genius  and  his 
connections.  His  salary  from  England  is  only  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  for  the  Society  allows  the  missionaries  here 
the  exact  amount  they  formerly  had  in  New  England;  but 
then  he  has  a  parsonage  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars a  year  and  a  decent  house,  with  fuel. 

His  wife,  about  forty-eight  years  of  age,  is  a  refugee  from 
Carolina.  Her  fortune  has  been  somewhat  singular  and  very 
distressing  since  the  commencement  of  the  late  revolutions. 

Her  husband  was  drowned,  one  son  was  kicked  to  death  by 
a  horse,  a  second  lovst  his  life  by  shipwreck,  and  another  was 
hanged  by  rebels,  as  he  was  attempting  to  visit  his  parents. 
She  has  remaining  one  son  and  two  daughters,  and  still  pos- 
sesses about  2,000  pounds,  the  gleanings  of  a  very  ample 
estate — her  daughters  have  a  thousand  pounds  lately  left 
them  by  a  Grandfather  in  England.  She  appears  a  very 
clever  woman,  is  sociable  and  so  prudent  in  the  management 
of  family  affairs,  that  we  may  with  propriety  apply  to  her 
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what  was  heretofore  said  of  Mrs.  Weeks — ''She  has  abun- 
dance of  saving  knowledge." 

Mr.  Wiswall  has  two  sons,  both  lieutenants  in  the  navy, 
the  eldest  Peleg  is  at  Halifax,  and  the  other,  John,  has  just 
arrived  from  Europe.  He  was  much  pleased  with  hearing 
from  you,  etc.,  etc. 

(Signed)    Jacob  Bailey. 

On  the  13th  of  July  after  his  marriage,  his  son  John  re- 
turned from  London.  Tan,  his  slave;  John,  his  son,  and 
John  Outhit,  a  young  Loyalist,  went  to  Wilmot  and  built  a 
hut  on  the  land  that  had  been  granted  to  Mr.  Wiswall,  as  the 
first  minister  who  settled  in  Wilmot.  He  had  five  hundred 
acres.  Joining  this  lot  to  the  west  were  six  hundred  acres, 
granted  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  west  of  that  again 
400  acres  for  the  support  of  church  schools.  These  lands  be- 
gan at  the  Annapolis  River,  where  Wilmot  station  now  is, 
and  lay  to  the  north.  A  little  north  of  the  old  post  road  on  i 
a  rising  ground,  the  two  Johns  and  Tan,  the  negro,  erected 
their  log  cabin.  Opposite  these  lots  of  land  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river.  Colonel  Samuel  Vetch  Bayard,  then  or  very  soon 
after,  began  life.  West  of  him  on  the  same  side  of  the  river, 
Colonel  Eager  was  making  for  himself  a  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness. A  little  further  west  was  Alden  Bass.  His  father  came 
to  Nova  Scotia  in  1761,  and  settled  at  Round  Hill,  about  five 
miles  east  of  Annapolis  town.  His  brother  John  also,  after 
graduating  from  Harvard  College  in  1761,  settled  at  Anna- 
polis. They  were  brothers  of  Dr.  Edward  Bass  of  Newbury- 
port,  who  became  first  bishop  of  Massachusetts.  They  were 
descendants  of  John  Alden  and  his  wife,  Priscilla  Mullins, 
of  the  Mayfiower,  whose  marriage  has  been  immortalized  by 
Longfellow's  Courtship  of  Miles  Standish. 

In  the  same  neighbourhood  and  further  south  was 
Nathaniel  Parker,  a  war  veteran,  who  had  fought  at  Louis- 
bourg  and  Quebec.    He  had  been  on  these  lands  for  some 
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time.  Six  years  before  this,  lie  and  his  wife  liad  gone  to  Hor- 
ton  on  horseback  to  be  baptized  by  Rev.  Nicholas  Pierson, 
Mr.  Wiswall's  ^'ignorant  shoemaker."  Henry  Alline,  who 
preached  his  ordination  sermon  said  his  gifts  were  limited, 
and  the  people  took  him  hoping  he  would  improve.  Nathaniel 
Parker,  who  was  known  as  Major  Parker,  has  a  numerous 
offspring,  among  them  about  a  half  score  of  Baptist  ministers 
and  one  or  two  Methodist  preachers. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  river,  still  further  west,  was 
Oldham  Gates,  who  gave  the  name  of  Gates'  Perry  to  a  cross- 
ing which  was  near  where  Middleton  bridge  now  stands. 
North  and  east  was  John  Baker,  another  Louisbourg  and  Que- 
bec veteran.  On  the  southern  slope  of  the  North  Mountain 
a  clearing  had  been  commenced  in  the  wood  of  stout  trees. 
This  was  the  work  of  Brigadier-General  Ruggles.  Among  his 
laborers  were  Benjamin  Pales  and  George  Stronach,  the  for- 
mer from  New  England  and  the  latter  from  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land.   They  were  both  geniuses  in  their  way. 

George  Stronach  when  at  home,  received  a  sum  of  money 
from  his  father  on  condition  that  he  would  cease  to  worry  his 
stepmother.  He  took  the  money  and  made  a  solemn  promise 
to  his  father  that  she  would  never  be  troubled  by  him  again. 
The  better  to  keep  his  promise,  he  immediately  went  to  Glas- 
gow, took  passage  on  a  ship  for  Halifax,  where  he  met  Ben- 
jamin Pales,  whose  brother  Richard  had  been  educated  at 
Harvard  and  was  noted  as  a  man  of  ready  wit.  His  uncle  was 
clerk  of  the  court  at  Taunton,  Mass.  Once  the  uncle,  in  com- 
pany, asked  Richard  to  make  a  jest  that  would  turn  the  laugh 
on  him.    He  at  once  responded  : — 

"  The  children  of  Israel  asked  for  meat, 
And  Jehovah  sent  them  quails. 
The  court  of  Taunton  wanted  a  clerk. 
And  the  devil  sent  them  Fales." 

A  small  stream  in  Lower  Aylesford,  flowing  from  the 
south  into  the  Annapolis  River,  took  its  name  from  the  Pales 
family.  A  section  of  the  North  Mountain  honored  the 
Stronach  family  by  taking  its  name. 
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Fales  and  Stronacli  agreed  to  work  three  years  for  General 
Kugg-les,  and  at  tlie  end  of  tliat  time,  each  to  receive  from 
him  100  or  more  acres  of  land.  John  Outhit,  who,  with  Tan 
the  slave  and  John  Wiswall,  built  the  log  hut,  settled  on  the 
mountain  east  of  Baker.  He  was  the  father  of  the  late  Dr. 
Outhit  of  Aylesford.  Signs  of  his  grandsons  can  be  seen  over 
Barrington  Street  grocery  stores.  Other  military  families 
started  in  Wilmot,  but,  tired  of  the  wilderness  life,  left  to 
find  good  fortune  in  other  places,  among  them  Captain  Berk- 
ley. 

John  Garret  and  Henry  Vanbnskirk  were  of  Dutch  descent 
from  New  York,  the  latter  lived  near  the  Aylesford  church, 
and  was  '  squire  "  of  that  district.  He  meted  out  justice  and 
sold  the  contents  of  a  variety  store  and  Jamaica  rum  in  abun- 
dance to  the  people  of  all  the  surrounding  country.  Other 
families,  more  or  less  prominent,  could  be  mentioned. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Wiswall  removed  to  Wilmot,  the  Loyal- 
ists had  begun  to  make  houses  for  themselves  in  that  town- 
ship, not  only  in  the  Valley  but  on  the  mountains.  Looking 
to  the  south  from  the  car  window  as  the  train  going  west, 
pulls  into  Wilmot  station,  the  traveller  niay  see  green 
meadows,  covered  with  heavy  timber  when  John  Wiswall  and 
Tan  built  their  log  house. 

After  having  served  in  the  navy  for  about  four  years, 
John  Wiswall,  the  son,  settled  down  to  hard  work  as  a  pioneer 
in  a  stubborn  wilderness.  Until  this  day,  his  descendants 
have  toiled  on  the  same  grounds.  A  beautiful  white  cottage, 
standing  in  a  grove  of  ornamental  trees  is  the  fourth  house  in 
succession  from  the  hut  where  Tan  and  John  dwelt,  and  hard 
by  is  the  grave  of  the  poor  slave  Tan. 

On  a  certain  Sunday,  Tan,  becoming  lonesome  crossed  the 
river  to  have  a  chat  with  a  man  of  his  own  color,  the  slave  of 
Colonel  Eagar,  whom  he  found  suffering  from  an  attack  of 
measles.  Tan  took  the  disease  and  it  proved  fatal.  Dinah, 
another  slave,  according  to  Mr.  Wisw^all's  promise,  was  never 
sold.  Her  last  days  were  spent  with  the  Minot  family  in 
Brunswick,  not  far  from  Casco  Bay. 
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In  1786,  Jotn  Outhit  built  himself  a  house  on  tlie  slope 
of  the  North  Mountain,  east  of  General  Ruggles'  place,  and 
had  a  road  opened  to  it.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1787,  Wis- 
wall's  log  hut  was  succeeded  by  a  pretentious  building  on  the 
high  bank  of  the  brook  that  flows  from  the  north  into  the 
Annapolis  River.  This  stream  abounded  with  trout;  and 
many  a  fresh  fry  of  them  did  visitors  eat  under  the  hospitable 
roof  of  the  Wiswalls. 

Bishop  Inglis  took  up  a  large  block  of  land  about  two  miles 
west  of  the  Aylesford  Church.  At  first  he  had  there  a  summer 
residence;  but  in  1795  he  left  Halifax  and  resided  there  per- 
manently. His  home,  located  on  a  swell  in  the  Aylesford 
plains,  was  a  modest  one.  Among  the  fruit  which  the  Bishop 
introduced  was  a  pippin,  which  the  people  called  the  bishop 
pippin — a  beautiful,  richly  flavored  apple,  which  is  now 
called  the  "  belle  fleur." 

General  Huggles'  house,  which  was  on  the  southern  slope 
of  the  North  Mountain,  was  two  stories  high,  commanded  a 
fine  view  of  the  valley  east  and  west ;  and  to  boyish  eyes 
looked  grand  and  stately.  Colonel  Bayard,  Colonel  Eagar, 
and  a  few  others  erected^  houses  which  were  of  fair  size,  com- 
fortable and  convenient.  Mr.  Wiswall  gives  a  description  of 
the  eiwellings  of  the  people  in  general.    He  says: — 

"  This  part  of  the  Province  is  thinly  settled  -by  persons  of 
all  descriptions,  in  general  extremely  poor  and  scattered  over 
the  country  in  all  directions.  They  chiefly  live  in  huts,  little 
if  any,  superior  to  the  cabins  in  Ireland;  and  can  scarcely  be 
said  to  have  even  the  necessaries  of  life.  They  have  for  so 
long  a  time  been  habituated  to  what  may  be  called  a  savage 
life,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  bring  them  off  from  it  to 
a  civilized  state.  Yet  I  can  perceive  some  alteration  for  the 
better  since  my  residence  among  them;  and  I  am  not  without 
hopes  that  more  regard  will  be  paid  to  the  Lord's  Day  and 
public  worship  in  future." 

The  resignation  of  the  Cornwallis  mission  took  place  iil 
June,  1789.    In  October  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Wiswall  re- 
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moved  to  Wilmot.  The  cliaracter  of  the  roads  can  be  learned 
by  reading  an  account  in  the  Frontier  Missionary,  of  Rev. 
Jacob  Bailey's  removal  from  Cornwallis  to  Annapolis,  a  few 
years  before  this. 

Bishop  Inglis,  whose  diocese  included  all  British  North 
America  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Wiswall's  resignation  and  re- 
moval to  Wilmot,  was  on  a  visit  to  Canada.  When  Halifax 
was  founded,  there  was  no  bishop  in  America.  The  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, therefore,  was  commissioned  to  receive  resigna- 
tions and  make  appointments  to  the  several  ecclesiastical 
offices.  Mr.  Wiswall  received  a  mandate  from  the  Governor 
to  resign  at  Cornwallis,  and  begin  work  at  Aylesford  and  Wil- 
mot. AVhen  the  Bishop  returned,  he  was  indignant  to  find 
that  the  King's  representative  had  interfered  with  his  rights 
and  authority.  The  matter  was.  however,  composed,  and  har- 
mony restored. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  only  surviving  children  of  the 
Bev.  John  Wiswall  were  his  sons  Peleg  and  John,  who  spent 
several  years  in  the  navy.  When  twenty-nine  years  old, 
Peleg  married  Seraph  Cutler  of  Annapolis.  His  second  wife 
was  Mary  Nichols.  She  had  one  child,  who  married  Charles 
Budd,  M.  P.  P.  of  Higby.    Mr.  Budd  had  no  child. 

Peleg  Wiswall  studied  law  and  was  distinguished  in  his 
profession  in  Digby  County.  After  a  successful  career  at  the 
bar,  he  was  appointed  to  the  bench.  He  was  known  as  fair 
and  upright  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office. 

In  Mr.  Calnek's  History  of  Annapolis  County,  edited  by 
Judge  Savary,  it  is  said: — "Our  archives  abound  with  ar- 
ticles from  his  pen,  addressed  to  various  individuals  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  and  embrace 
a  wide  range  of  topics  ";  and  that  the  late  John  McGregor, 
a  barrister  of  Halifax,  related  the  following  bit  of  his  own 
experience  : — When  a  boy  he  called  on  Mr.  Wiswall  to  con- 
sult him  about  entering  upon  a  course  of  legal  study,  and  was 
somewhat  abashed  with  Mr.  Wiswall's  singular  presence, 
peculiar  dress  of  a  past  generation,  and  quick  and  terrible 
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motions,  as  well  as  speech.  The  following  dialogue  took 
place  : — 

Well,  my  man,  so  you  would  like  to  be  a  lawyer?" 
Yes,  sir,  I  think  I  should  like  to  be  one," 
"  Where's  your  gun,  my  boy?" 

"  I  have  no  gun;  don't  know  whether  I'd  like  gunning." 

"  No  gun.    Well,  you  keep  a  boat  then — like  boating?" 

"I  do  not  own  a  boat,  sir.  Don't  know  how  to  use  one." 
You  wear  a  watch  or  keep  a  dog?  "  (snappishly). 

"  I  am  too  poor  to  wear  a  watch,  and  I  have  no  dog." 

"  You'll  do,  lad,  if  you  persevere  in  the  course  you  have 
})egun.  The  law  is  a  jealous  mistress,  and  cannot  be  won 
except  by  the  greatest  individual  devotion.  To  gain  her,  you 
must  sacrifice  everything  that  diverts  your  attention  from 
her.  Remember  this,  my  lad,  and  I  will  ensure  you  success; 
and  you  may  rely  on  any  assistance  in  my  power  to  aid  you." 

The  Rev.  John  Wiswall  praised  the  people  on  Handley 
Mountain.  They  built  a  log  house,  20  by  22  feet  on  the  ground 
floor  for  a  school-house  and  a  place  of  worship.  Mr.  William 
Cropley  was  engaged  by  the  S.  P.  G.  as  school-teacher  and 
catechist.  He  conducted  worship  on  the  Sabbath  day;  and, 
as  Mr.  Wiswall  said,  was  a  suffering  Loyalist.  He  labored 
on  the  Mountain  for  about  twenty  years.  Mr.  Wiswall  ap- 
pealed, and  not  in  vain,  to  the  Society  for  religious  books  and 
tracts  for  the  people  on  his  field.  The  Mountain  got  a  large 
share  of  them.  This  laborious  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  his 
staff  of  school-masters  and  catechists,  did  much  for  the  pio- 
neers of  Aylesford  and  Wilmot  in  those  early  days.  He 
worked  on  patiently,  and  at  first,  had  large  congregations. 
He  was  kindly  received  into  the  families  and  was  encouraged 
to  believe  that,  as  his  usefulness  increased,  a  large  number  of 
the  people  would  be  induced  to  unite  with  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  disappointment  in  this  field  as  in  Cornwallis  was 
in  store  for  him.  As  the  century  came  to  a  close,  the  Rev. 
William  Black  sent  into  the  field  a  number  of  zealous  evan- 
gelists, some  of  whom  appeared  on  the  ground  occupied  by 
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Mr.  Wiswall.  In  addition  to  these  zealous  Methodist  minis- 
ters, there  came  upon  the  ground  a  number  of  Baptist  preach- 
ers, who,  impelled  by  a  belief  that  God  had  called  them  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  had  left  the  school-house  and  the  farm  to 
go  abroad  and  evangelize  the  country.  They  too  were  full  of 
religious  zeal,  and  set  before  the  people  the  character  of  their 
lives,  and  the  way  of  escape  through  the  redemption  that  is 
in  Christ  Jesus. 

The  people  had  been  prepared  for  these  fervid  evangel- 
ists. Take  for  instance  the  section  of  the  country,  known  as 
Handley  Mountain,  settled  mostly  by  disbanded  soldiers. 
Mr.  Wiswall  and  Mr.  Cropley  followed  them  into  this  wilder- 
ness, the  latter  living  among  them,  and  boarding  from  house 
to  house,  having,  as  Mr.  Wiswall  says,  for  his  bed  a  heap 
of  straw  in  one  corner  of  the  cabins  "  ;  and  at  times  lived  on 
potatoes  and  fish.  The  children  of  these  new  settlers  were 
taught  to  read  and  write ;  and  regular  public  worship  was 
maintained  in  the  settlement.  Bibles,  tracts,  and  good  books 
were  put  into  their  hands.  As  it  was  on  this  mountain,  so  it 
was  in  the  valley.  It  is  true  that  the  church  schools  and  pub- 
lic worship  were  not  convenient  for  all  the  early  settlers, 
some  of  whom  were  scattered  at  great  distances  over  a  large 
extent  of  country,  in  some  cases  only  two  or  three  families 
in  a  place;  but  the  schools  and  public  worship  maintained 
in  the  Valley  and  on  parts  of  the  North  Mountain,  together 
with  the  visits  of  Mr.  Wiswall  to  all  the  families,  could  not 
fail  to  exert  a  restraining  influence  on  the  people. 

Deep  down  in  the  hearts  of  most  of  them  was  a  strong 
conservatism,  holding  them  fast  to  the  faith  of  the  New  Eng- 
land fathers;  and  a  prejudice,  although  much  softened,  yet 
uneradicated,  against  the  Church  of  England.  The  appearing 
of  the  evangelists  evoked  the  latent  and  traditional  antipath- 
ies and  preferences  of  the  people. 

Here,  let  this  honest  missionary  of  the  S.  P.  G.  inform  us 
in  respect  to  the  impression  made  on  his  mind  by  the  evan- 
gelists, called  by  him  "  strolling  preachers."    To  contrast 
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his  final  convictions  with  his  first  impressions  let  extracts 
from  his  reports  here  be  called  into  service.    He  says : — 

"  I  am  persuaded,  that,  as  the  dissenting  interest  is  much 
less  considerable  in  Wilmot  than  in  any  other  town  in  the 
Province,  in  a  few  years,  provided  care  is  taken  to  serve  the 
church  regularly  after  it  is  built,  there  will  be  scarce  a  dis- 
senter from  the  established  church." 

Referring  to  the  people  on  Handley  Mountain,  Mr.  Wis- 
wall  in  after  years  says :  — 

"  Such  is  the  ingratitude  of  the  people  that  now  they  have 
bettered  their  circumstances,  they  reject  Mr.  Cropley  as 
school-master,  though  most  of  the  youth  are  indebted  to  him 
for  all  the  learning  they  have,  because  he  adheres  to  the  rules 
of  the  church." 

Again: — "The  country  swarms  with  Anabaptist  and 
Methodist  preachers,  which  are  much  encouraged  in  my 
neighborhood  by  a  person  whose  property,  education  and  rank 
in  the  world,  one  ,would  suppose  should  have  induced  him  to 
have  exerted  his  interest  in  the  support  of  the  church  by  law 
established." 

This  was  no  doubt,  Colonel  Samuel  Vetch  Bayard,  who 
had  united  with  the  Methodivsts  and  whose  grandson.  Doctor 
Bayard,  an  octogenarian,  is  still  in  practice  in  the  city  of 
St.  John.  The  colonel  has  left  to  the  Dominion  a  number  of 
worthy  descendants.  He  had  been  living  up  to  this  time  a 
life  of  noted  carelessness.  But  under  the  influence  of  Bap- 
tist and  Methodist  preaching,  he  was  reformed,  and  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life  was  an  example  of  devout  piety  to  the 
people  of  all  classes.  In  1829,  he  visited  the  New  England 
States.  There  he  came  in  contact  with  the  Lyman-Beecher 
temperance  movement.  On  his  return  he  persuaded  the  Rev. 
I.  E.  Bill,  then  a  young  Baptist  minister  at  Nictaux,  to  hold 
a  public  temperance  meeting.  He  and  Mr.  Bill  were  the  only 
speakers.  A  society  was  formed  and  twelve  persons  united 
with  it.    This  was  the  first  temperance  society  formed  in  the 
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Province,  except  perhaps  one  formed  at  Beaver  Eiver,  Yar- 
moutli  County. 

In  referring  to  the  scattered  state  of  the  settlements,  Mr. 
Wiswall  further  says: — ''This  is  a  great  advantage  to  the 
strolling,  fanatical  teachers  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the 
universally  illiterate  Anabaptists,  if  I  may  call  them  so,  from 
this  solitary  dwelling,  against  the  established  government. 
These,  chiefly  Anabaptist  and  Methodist  preachers,  come  to 
us  from  the  American  States,  and  pass  a  few  months  with  us, 
seldom  more  than  a  year  or  two,  and  then  return  with  the 
cash  in  their  pockets  which  they  extort  from  their  deluded 
hearers;  and  a  fresh  supply  arrive  from  the  same  quarter. 
The  majority  who  have  taken  it  into  their  heads  to  attend 
my  church  this  summer,  may  the  next,  should  the  whim  take 
them,  crowd  to  hear  a  strolling  Methodist  or  Anabaptist  in 
the  fields  or  in  a  barn.  Few  are  the  real  churchmen  in  my 
parish." 

In  1797,  Mr.  Wiswall  reports  thus: — "During  the  sum- 
mer season  I  had  a  pretty  numerous  congregation;  at  other 
times  a  small  one — a  small  one  whenever  a  Newlight  or 
Methodist  preacher  made  his  appearance;  of  whatever  sect  he 
calls  himself,  he  is  sure  to  have  a  numerous  assembly,  the 
people  here  being  fond  of  new  things.  I  am  sorry  for  it;  but 
must  state  matters  as  they  are." 

He  reported  at  this  time  that  about  four-fifths  of  the 
people  were  Baptists  and  Methodists. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  Bailey,  at  Annapolis,  made  stronger 
charges  against  the  evangelists  than  Mr.  Wiswall.  He 
says: — ''A  succession  of  itinerant  preachers  from  the  States 
and  elsewhere  create  great  confusion  among  the  lower  people; 
and  are  an  unconceivable  injury  to  a  new  country.  They 
attract  multitudes  almost  any  day  in  the  week  to  hear  their 
desultory  and  absurd  vociferations.  .  .  .  Their  depend- 
ence is  in  certain  violent  emotions;  and  they  discourage 
industry,  charity,  and  every  social  virtue,  affirming  that  the 
most  abandoned  sinners  are  nearer  tTie  Kingdom  of  Heaven 


64 


NOVA 


SCOTIA 


HISTORICAL    SOCIETY . 


than  people  of  sober,  honest,  religious  deportment;  for  such 
they  allege  are  in  danger  of  depending  on  their  own  righte- 
ousness." 

In  enumerating  the  sects,  Mr.  Bailey  say  : — "  They  are 
divided  into  Deists,  Socinians,  Methodists,  Whitefieldites, 
Lutherans,  Calvinists,  Presbyterians,  Seceders,  Congregation- 
alists,  Anabaptists,  Quakers,  and  Anythingarians.  A  number 
of  illiterate  drunken  teachers  are  daily  following  each  other 
in  regular  succession  like  waves  of  the  Atlantic,  the"  last  of 
which  always  eclipses  the  glory  of  his  predecessors." 

Much  allowance  must  be  made  when  reading  Mr.  Bailey's 
reports.  His  humour  and  liglit-heartedness  carried  him 
bej^ond  accuracy  of  statement. 

Bishop  Inglis  had  serious  apprehensions  in  regard  to  the 
work  and  purpose  of  the  evangelists  of  that  day.  He  said  : — 
"  By  a  recent  illumination  the  Congregationalists  have 
adopted  the  Anabaptist  scheme,  by  which  their  number  has 
been  much  increased  and  their  zeal  inflamed.  They  have 
been  more  particularly  troublesome  about  Granville,  Wilmot 
and  Aylesford.  Both  Methodist  and  Newlight  teachers  have 
in  their  struggle  for  independence,  excited  among  the  people 
a  furious  frenzy.  The  Methodists,  for  several  weeks  before 
and  after  Easter,  hold  services  four  times  a  Sunday  in  Anna- 
polis, and  had  a  lecture  every  evening,  which  frequently  con- 
tinued till  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  During  these  exer- 
cises, ignorant  men  and  women,  and  even  children  under 
twelve  years  of  age,  were  employed  to  pray  and  exhort,  call- 
ing aloud,  '  Lord  Jesus,  come  down  and  shake  these  dry 
bones.'  Groanings,  screamings,  roarings,  tumblings,  and 
faintings  immediately  ensue  with  a  falling  down  and  a  roll- 
ing upon  the  floor  of  both  sexes  together." 

He  further  states: — "  A  rage  for  dipping  or  total  immer- 
sion prevails  all  over  the  western  counties  of  the  Province; 
and  is  frequently  performed  in  a  very  indelicate  manner  be- 
fore vast  collections  of  people.  Several  hundreds  have  already 
been  baptized.    .    .    .    People  come  together  to  these  meet- 


REV.    JOHN    WISWALL,    M.  A. 


65 


ings  from  a  distance  of  seventy  miles,  leaving  their  families 
in  destitute  circumstances,  and  their  plantations  exposed  to 
ruin.  All  order  and  decorum  are  despised  by  them.  Fierce 
dissentions  prevail  among  the  most  intimate;  family  govern- 
ment is  dissolved;  children  are  neglected  and  become  dis- 
obedient. Their  political  principles  are  equally  dangerous 
with  their  religion.  It  is  believed  that  the  conductors  of 
these  people  are  engaged  in  a  general  plan  of  total  revolution 
in  religion  and  civic  government,  and  it  is  certain  fact  that, 
'  The  Rights  of  Man,'  '  The  Age  of  Reason,'  and  ^  Yolney  and 
the  Ruin  of  Empires,'  a  false  representation  of  the  French 
revolution,  with  scandalous  invectives  against  the  crowned 
heads  of  Europe,  against  British  administration  in  particu- 
lar, have  been  secretly  handed  about  among  the  professed 
Newlights." 

It  is  quite  true  that  a  few  of  the  Newlight  Congregation- 
alists  went  to  great  extremes  in  religious  belief  and  practice. 
Immorality  and  scandalous  public  performances  followed. 
But  the  number  who  were  deluded  in  this  way  was  but  a  small 
part  of  the  population.  Both  Methodists  and  Baptists  with- 
stood and  denounced  the  immoral  teaching  and  disgraceful 
conduct  of  these  people. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Bishop  heard  of  the  sayings  and 
doings  of  the  "  New  Dispensationers,"  as  they  were  called; 
and,  in  his  reports  inadvertently  generalized  where  his  re- 
presentations should  have  been  confined  to  a  number  of  people 
Qomparatively  small. 

The  above  extracts  give  the  people  of  this  day  an  inside 
view  of  the  times  in  which  Mr.  Wiswall  did  his  work  in  Corn- 
wallis,  Aylesford  and  Wilmot.  It  is  not  necessary  to  state, 
that  in  view  of  the  experiences  of  Bishop  Charles  Inglis  in 
the  revolutionary  struggle,  he  would  have  had  grave  appre- 
hensions that  another  revolution  on  a  small  scale  was  brew- 
ing in  Nova  Scotia.  There  were,  however,  no  real  grounds 
for  his  fears.  The  account  of  the  public,  religious  services 
had  naturally  been  much  exaggerated  in  passing  from  one  to 
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anotlier.  There  were,  doubtless,  many  extravagences,  but  not 
as  great  as  represented  by  tbe  missionaries  of  tbe  S.  P.  G. 
and  tbe  Bishop. 

William  Black,  Freeborn  Garretson  and  other  Methodist 
ministers;  the  Chipmans,  Hardings,  Mannings  and  Dimocks, 
and  other  Baptist  ministers  referred  to,  became  the  fathers 
of  their  respective  denominations;  and  now  all  intelligent 
citizens  are  glad  to  admit  that  they  were  largely  instrumental 
in  reforming  the  lives  and  reducing  to  religious  order  the 
pioneers,  especially  of  the  western  part  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
of  many  parts  of  New  Brunswick. 

The  Baptist  and  Methodist  ministers  reported  their  labors 
at  this  time.  They  supplement  and  modify  those  made  by  the 
missionaries  of  the  S.  P.  G. 

They  reported  that  a  great  reformation  had  taken  place 
among  tne  people  in  Horton,  Cornwallis,  Annapolis,  Digby 
and  Yarmouth  and  other  western  counties.  At  Horton,  the 
Eev.  T.  H.  Harding  baptized  more  than  a  hundred  converts. 
The  Rev.  Edward  Manning  was  in  the  midst  of  a  reforma- 
tion in  Cornwallis.  Pev.  T.  H.  Chipman  was  engaged  in  the 
same  work  in  Aylesford,  Wilmot  and  Annapolis.  The  Rev. 
Enoch  Towner  was  baptizing  large  numbers  in  Digby;  and 
the  Rev.  Harris  Harding  was  similarly  engaged  in  Yarmouth. 
Great  revivals  and  numerous  class-meetings  were  reported  by 
the  Methodist  preachers. 

To  gain  an  unprejudiced  opinion,  the  reports  of  all  should 
be  read  and  impartially  considered.  But  this  much  is  cer- 
tain, the  country  is  under  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  to  such 
missionaries  as  the  Rev.  John  Wiswall;  and  among  them  all 
there  was  not  one  more  industrious  and  honest  than  he. 

These  religious  phenomena,  in  the  middle  of  which  Mr. 
Wiswall  found  himself,  became  the  occasion  of  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  principles  on  which  his  mission  was  con- 
ducted. He  gave  the  secretary  of  the  S.  P.  G.  the  benefit  of 
his  judgment  in  this  matter. 
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He  says  to  tlie  secretary: — "  You  will  pardon  me  for  giv- 
ing yon  a  few  of  my  private  thonglits  with  reference  to  tlie 
perpetuity  of  the  Cliurcli  of  England  in  this  province,  and 
the  embarrassed  circumstances  of  many  of  the  society's  mis- 
sionaries. Churches  are  built  largely  of  money  voted  by  the 
legislature;  and  missionaries  are  appointed  by  societies  in 
Great  Britain,  strangers  to  the  manners,  sentiments  and 
peculiarities  of  the  original  planters  of  this  province.  The 
people  give  themselves  no  concern  about  the  comfortable  sup- 
port of  their  parish  minister,  they  liberally  contribute  of 
their  substance  to  the  strollers  above  mentioned.  About  the 
first  fifty  years  of  my  life  I  resided  in  New  England.  I 
remember  when  churches  there  were  very  few,  and  the  con- 
gregations very  thin.  But  I  lived  to  see  churches  fast 
multiplying  and  Episcopalians  rapidly  increasing,  though 
opposed  by  the  prevailing  religion  of  the  country,  and  dis- 
couraged by  the  government.  Many  causes  contributed  to 
the  spread  of  Episcopacy  in  New  England.  Grammar  schools 
were  supported  in  every  township,  and  the  townships  were 
compact;  consequently  everyone  had  the  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing their  children  a  good  education,  and  some  in  every  parish 
had  likewise  a  college  education.  All  New  England  people 
were  fond  of  reading;  and  the  winter  evenings  of  the  farmers 
were  chiefly  devoted  to  perusing  works  of  divinity,  especially 
controversial  publications.  There  is  but  one  grammar  school 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  that  in  Halifax;  nor  is  it  a  free  school, 
consequently  the  people  in  this  province  have  no  taste  for 
reading  of  any  sort.  In  New  England,  candidates  for  Holy 
Orders,  previous  to  their  embarking  for  England,  read 
prayers  and  sermons  to  some  congregation  vacant  of  a  minis- 
ter, and  resided  for  some  time  among  them,  that  each  party 
might  have  the  opportunity  of  knowing  each  other.  If  his 
public  performances  were  acceptable  to  the  people  they  first 
voted  him  a  salary,  and  then  petitioned  the  society  to  appoint 
him  their  missionary  with  a  salary;  and  this  petition  was 
backed  by  a  number  of  the  most  respectable  of  the  Episcopal 
clergy,  accompanied  with  a  recommendation  to  the  society 
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ana  tlie  Bistop  of  London.  On  his  return  from  England, 
they  considered  him  as  the  minister  of  their  own  choice. 
Harmony  prevailed,  and  it  very  rarely  happened  that  any 
cause  but  death  separated  an  Episcopal  minister  from  the 
church  he  was  first  inducted  into.  You  are  very  sensible  that 
matters  are  carried  on  in  quite  a  different  manner  here;  and 
let  me  whisper  in  your  ear  that  there  are  artful  people  among 
us  who  possess  the  minds  of  the  credulous  and  suspicious,  that 
some  secret  political  ends,  unfavorable  to  their  ideas  of  free- 
dom, are  understandingly  carried  on  by  those  who  are  in  the 
church  interest." 

Take  what  Mr.  Wiswall  here  says  about  the  suspicions  of 
the  people  in  regard  to  the  political  ends  sought  to  be  accom- 
plished by  the  missionaries  who  were  appointed  by  the  S.  P. 
G.,  and  what  Bishop  Inglis  says  about  the  political  institu- 
tions of  dissenters,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  two  parties 
were  mutually  apprehensive  of  sinister  designs.  But  time 
has  proved  that  there  were  no  good  grounds  for  this  mutual 
distrust.  All  were  seeking  the  good  of  the  people,  and  the 
welfare  of  the  country. 

The  industry  and  courage  of  Mr.  Wiswall  did  not  fail 
him,  even  in  his  advanced  age.  When  he  was  81  years  old 
he  wrote  the  secretary  of  the  S.  P.  G.  as  follows: — For 
more  than  twelve  months  I  have  been  in  a  very  ill  state 
of  health,  and  it  is  but  a  few  months  since  I  have  recovered 
from  a  violent  and  dangerous  fever,  which  has  so  shattered 
my  constitution  that  considering  my  advanced  age,  there  is 
little  if  any  probability  of  recovering  my  former  health.  I 
am  for  the  most  part  confined  to  the  house,  and  can  venture 
abroad  only  on  very  soft  weather.  I  have  been  enabled  to 
attend  my  church,  which  is  six  miles  from  my  house,  but  a 
few  Sundays  this  season,  and  now  the  bad  weather  approaches 
(it  was  October)  I  expect  to  be  wholly  confined,  and  my 
small  congregation  will  meet  at  my  house;  as  it  is  impossible, 
considering  my  infirmities,  for  me  to  perform  divine  services 
at  the  church  the  coming  season.  .  .  I  wish  I  could  give 
as  good  an  account  of  the  prosperity  of  the  church  as  of  the 
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glebe.  But  alas,  I  fear  tliat  tlie  interest  of  Episcopacy  lias 
been  on  tbe  decline  for  several  years;  some  of  tbe  causes  I 
communicated  to  you  in  my  confidential  letter  of  November 
9,  1805." 

Mr.  Wiswall  did  not  pass  to  bis  eternal  rest  until  nine 
years  after  be  wrote  tbis  letter.  He  was  ninety  years  old 
wben  be  died. 

Young  ministers,  none  of  wbom  bad  bis  learning  or  exper- 
ience, bad  come  to  Aylesford  and  Wilmot.  Revivals  were 
sweeping  over  tbe  valley  and  mountains.  Tbe  Metbodists 
were  organizing  classes  and  cburcbes;  and  tbe  Baptists,  ac- 
cording to  tbeir  peculiar  views,  were  baptizing  tbeir  converts 
and  forming  tbem  into  cburcbes ;  but  tbis  veteran  missionary 
wbose  career  bad  been  rougb,  varied  and  eventful,  in  tbe 
evening  of  bis  life,  witb  bis  prospects  bligbted  and  bis  bopes 
disappointed,  was  obliged  to  report  tbat  bis  diminisbed  con- 
gregation could  be  accommodated  in  bis  dwelling-bouse, 
wbile  the  dissenting  ministers  were  followed  by  ever  increas- 
ing numbers  of  people.  For  over  tbirty  years  be  bad  given 
bis  life  to  tbis  new  country — to  Cornwallis,  Aylesford  and 
Wilmot.  Tbe  result,  as  it  appeared  to  bim,  was  botb  dis- 
appointing and  discouraging.  But  a  broader  view,  wbicb 
may  be  boped  was  at  last  taken  by  tbe  good  man,  would  bave 
assured  bim  tbat  bis  life  work  bad  been  largely  fruitful.  He 
gave  nearly  forty  years  of  ministerial  work  to  Nova  Scotia. 
He  sowed  and  otbers  reaped;  but  tbe  sowers  and  tbe  reapers 
ultimately  rejoiced  together.  But  bis  life  tbat  was  poured  in 
sucb  unstinted  measure  into  tbis  new  country,  enriched  it  in 
many  ways.  The  money  given  bim  by  tbe  S.  P.  G.  to 
improve  the  glebe,  was  so  used  as  to  give  tbe  people  useful 
lessons  in  agriculture.  His  farming  and  gardening  on  bis 
own  lands  were  in  advance  of  tbe  state  of  farming  around 
bim.  Tbe  keen  New  Englanders,  in  working  their  lands,  and 
in  planting  and  grafting  tbeir  fruit  trees,  were  not  slow  to 
follow  his  example.  Tbe  culture  and  intellectual  life  of  the 
people  were  bettered  by  bis  presence  and  teaching.  The 
school  masters  and  catechists,  under  his  supervision,  exerted 
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an  influence  in  stimulating  thonglit,  in  acquiring  knowledge 
and  in  teaching  tlie  precepts  of  tlie  gospel  whicli  never  fails 
to  influence  tlie  lives  of  successive  generations  of  any  country. 

Whatsoever  a  man  sows,  tliat  shall  lie  also  reap."  Tlie 
Rev.  John  Wiswall  sowed  bountifully  of  the  best  seed  in  his 
laborious  life,  and  there  will  be  continuous  harvesting  until 
earthly  sowing  and  earthly  reaping  have  been  completed. 

In  addition  to  the  good  he  directly  accomplished  through 
his  personal  influence,  he  left  two  sons  who  were  worthy  of  a 
father  and  mother  of  such  moral  and  religious  wealth.  Refer- 
ence has  already  been  made  to  his  son  Peleg,  who  is 
remembered  in  Digby  County  as  a  lawyer  and  judge,  upright 
and  high-minded.  John  was  for  many  years  a  farmer  and 
magistrate  in  Wilmot.  He  inherited  his  father's  estate.  In 
1796  he  married  Hesdeliah,  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Cutler, 
of  Annapolis.  His  children  were  James,  Charles,  John, 
Mercy,  Miriam,  Seraph  and  Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth  married  the  Rev.  Edwin  Gilpin,  father  of  the 
Very  Reverend  Dean  Gilpin,  D.  D. — the  Dr.  Thomas  Arnold 
of  Halifax.  Dr.  Gilpin  is  honoured  by  his  ancestors,  and  is 
an  honor  to  them.  He  perpetuates  the  excellencies  of  both 
families. 

The  earliest  recorded  date  in  the  Gilpin  family  history 
(apart  from  legends)  is  in  the  year  (1206)  twelve  hundred 
and  six,  when  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  the  Baron  of  Kendal 
gave  the  manor  of  Kentmere  to  Richard  de  Gylpyn  in  1206. 
Since  that  date  we  have  the  names  of  succeeding  members  of 
the  family  in  regular  order,  until  the  present  time,  1903. 

The  manor  of  Kentmere  was  in  possession  of  the  family 
tij]  the  tenth  generation,  when  the  possessors,  loyal  to  Charles 
the  First,  were  dispossessed  in  the  time  of  Cromwell. 

Among  those  born  at  Kentmere  was  Bernard  Gilpin,  well 
known  as  the  "  Apostle  of  the  North."  He  was  born  in  1517, 
the  year  that  Luther  nailed  his  thesis  to  the  door  of  Wittem- 
burg  Palace  Church. 
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His  life  has  been  written  by  tlie  Rev.  C.  S.  Collingwood, 
and  a  sketcb  of  the  same  life  by  Ligbtfoot,  Lord  Bisbop  of 
Dnrbam,  in  bis  work,  "Leaders  of  tbe  Northern  Cburcb." 

Bernard  Gilpin  was  at  once  time  rector  of  Hongbton-Le- 
Spring  for  twenty-five  years,  and  even  to  tbis  day  tbere  is  a 
special  service  annually  in  commemoration  of  bis  labours 
among  tbe  "  People  of  tbe  Nortb." 

He  was  wont  to  say  tbat  whatever  happened  was  "  all  for 
the  best."  Queen  Mary  sent  for  him  to  be  tried  for  heresy. 
On  bis  way  his  horse  fell  and  broke  his  rider's  leg.  The 
guard  asked  if  that  accident  were  "all  for  the  best,"  and 
received  for  answer,  "  I  am  sure  that  it  is."  He  could  not  be 
moved  for  some  time.  Meanwhile  Queen  Mary  died  and  thus 
tbe  "  Apostle,  of  the  North"  was  saved  from  the  probable 
burning  at  the  stake. 

He  was  not  married,  and  tbe  descent  is  through  bis 
brother. 

There  have  been  several  migrations  of  tbe  family  to 
America.  The  first  was  with  William  Penn  to  Pennsylvania 
in  1696  or  1698.  Their  descendants  are  now  to  be  found  in 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  in  Baltimore  and  in  Philadelphia, 
U.  S.  A. 

There  was  also  a  migration  of  some  of  tbe  family  at  an 
early  date  to  Jamaica,  B.  W.  I.,  where  their  descendants  are 
still  to  be  found;  also  another  migration  to  America  during 
the  19th  century.  There  was  also  a  later  migration  to 
America  of  John  Bernard  Gilpin,  who  came  to  America  in 
1783.  During  tbe  revolt  he  chose  to  remain  a  British  subject 
and  was  appointed  agent  for  prisoners.  In  1803  he  received 
the  appointment  of  British  Consul  for  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
necticut. When  the  consular  office  was  removed  from  New- 
port, R.  I.,  he  retired  to  Annapolis  Royal,  where  be  was 
resident  in  1850  in  the  happy  enjoyment  of  his  health  and 
faculties  at  96  years  of  age. 

Of  his  numerous  family  two  sons  passed  through  King's 


72 


NOVA    SCOTIA    HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


College,  Windsor — Edwin  and  Alfred.  They  botli  entered 
tlie  ministry  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Edwin  was  rector  of  Aylesford,  succeeding  the  E-ev.  Jolin 
Inglis,  afterward  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  was  thence 
transferred  to  Annapolis  Royal  in  1831,  in  succession  to  the 
Eev.  Dr.  Milledge.  Edwin  Gilpin  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Wiswall,  Esq.,  October  29th,  1917.  This  John 
Wiswall  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Wiswall — a  loyalist  who 
came  from  Falmouth  (now  Portland  in  the  U.  S.  A.),  and 
was  stationed  in  Cornwallis,  N.  S.,  and  subsequently  at  Wil- 
mot,  Annapolis  County. 

The  Rev.  Edwin  Gilpin  was  ordained  priest  by  Dr.  Robert 
Stanser,  sometime  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia.  During  his  incum- 
bency of  Aylesford  he  had  for  a  while  Wilmot  also  under  his 
care.  Of  that  care  he  was  relieved  by  the  appointment  of  his 
brother  Alfred,  who  had  been  ordained  in  Quebec,  and  who, 
after  serving  in  several  parishes,  died  in  Southsea,  England. 

Edwin  Gilpin  served  in  Annapolis  for  28  years — much 
respected  and  beloved  by  all  who  came  within  his  influence. 
Among  his  brethren  in  the  church  he  was  often  spoken  of  as 
the  "  Christian  philovsopher."  He  died  in  1860,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Gilpin  plot  of  ground  at  the  head  of  the  trench, 
forming  the  last  approach  of  General  Nicholson,  October 
1710,  to  the  French  fort  at  Port  Royal,  which  then  surren- 
dered and  has  since  been  a  British  possession.  The  Rev. 
Edwin  Gilpin  had  two  sons.  One  died  in  early  youth.  The 
other  is  now  Dean  of  Nova  Scotia. 

In  the  "  Cyclopedia  of  Canadian  Biography,"  there  is  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  Very  Reverend  Dean  Gilpin,  from  which 
I  extract  the  following : — 

Born,  June  10th,  1821.  King's  College,  Windsor,  B.  A., 
1847;  King's  College,  Windsor,  M.  A.,  1850;  King's  College, 
Windsor,  B.  D.,  1853;  King's  College,  Windsor,  D.  D., 
1863;  Master  of  Halifax  Grammar  School,  1848;  Master  of 
Halifax  High  School,  1877;  Principal  Halifax  Academy; 
Canon  of  St.  Luke's,  1864;  Archdeacon  of  Nova  Scotia,  1874; 
Dean  of  Nova  Scotia,  1889;  resigned  Halifax  Academy,  1889. 
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James  Wiswall  was  born  in  1807,  and  died  in  1878.  He 
married  Minetta  Wheelock,  daughter  of  Abel  Wbeelock,  of  a 
pre-loyalist  family.  Serapb  married  Benjamin  Smith  of  St. 
John,  N.  B.,  a  wealthy  banker  and  broker.  She  had  three 
children — Dr.  Peleg  W.  Smith,  Sheriff  of  Digby;  Benjamin 
Smith,  barrister,  of  Kentville,  and  Eliza,  who  married 
Alexander  McNab. 

James  had  a  number  of  children,  four  names  of  whom 
appear  on  the  voters'  list  of  1896 — Charles  J.,  Abel  M., 
Edwin  G.,  and  John.    They  are  still  on  the  old  homestead. 

Mercy,  Miriam,  Charles  and  John  did  not  marry.  They 
lived  on  the  homestead  and  were  industrious  and  highly 
respected.  John  and  Charles  managed  the  farm,  and  their 
two  sisters,  Mercy  and  Miriam,  conducted  a  boarding  school 
for  young  ladies — the  first  one  taught  in  the  county. 

In  due  time,  through  their  example,  other  schools  were 
started.  The  first  one  was  superintended  by  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Bill,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  I.  E.  Bill.  This  one  began  in 
1845  and  was  located  at  Nictaux.  It  continued  until  1851. 
Others  in  time  followed — one  at  Middleton,  established  by 
iv±r.  Charles  Chesley.  His  principal  was  Miss  Susan  Hop- 
kins, a  graduate  of  Mount  Holy oke.  Mr.  Fitch  perpetuated 
the  Annapolis  County  boarding  schools  by  establishing  one 
at  Clarence,  which,  like  the  others,  proved  very  useful.  The 
higher  culture  and  education  among  the  women  of  Annapolis 
County  can  be  traced,  in  a  large  measure,  to  the  schools 
taught  by  the  Misses  Wiswall  on  the  old  homestead,  founded 
by  their  grandfather  when  in  a  wilderness  state,  but  left  to 
them  by  him  a  home  of  beauty  on  the  banks  of  the  Annapolis 
Hiver. 

The  memory  of  the  Rev.  John  Wiswall,  missionary  of  the 
S.  P.  G.,  is  fragrant  and  honoured.  He  and  his  descendants 
have  done  much  in  moulding  that  part  of  Annapolis  County 
where  their  lives  thus  far  have  been  spent. 
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BY   W.   M.  BROWN.  1 

Read  before  the  N.  S.  Historical  Society, 
December  IT,  1895. 

In  the  last  century,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  present, 
Halifax  was  a  very  small  place.  The  town  was  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Grenadier  Fort  on  Jacob  Street,  and  on  the  south 
by  Salter  Street,  at  the  foot  of  which  was  a  tavern  with  the 
sign  of  a  Split  Crow,  which  was  well  known.  All  beyond  was 
termed  suburbs,  the  north  end  styled  Dutchtown,  and  the 
south,  Irishtown.  About  1790,  a  woman  was  executed  for 
murder,  and  the  gallows  was  erected  on  Greorge  Street,  a  short 
distance  above  the  Grand  Parade.  A  cart  containing  the 
prisoner  was  driven  under  the  gallows,  the  rope  adjusted,  and 
the  cart  driven  away,  leaving  the  woman  hanging,  to  die  by 
strangulation. 

There  were  many  Hessians  here  who  had  served  in  the 
army  in  the  American  Revolutionary  War,  some  of  whom 
lived  in  the  second  quarter  of  this  century.  One  was  well 
known,  the  parish  clerk  in  St.  George's  Church,  and  gave 
the  responses  with  a  peculiar  intonation,  inducing  merriment 
in  those  who  were  not  familiar  with  his  utterances.  He 
retired  on  full  pay  at  an  advanced  age,  and  ended  his  days 


1  William  Marsters  Brown  was  the  eldest  child  of  William  and  Joanna  Brown  ;  he 
was  born  in  Halifax,  January  21st,  1811.  His  grandfather,  William  Brown,  emigrated 
with  a  number  of  others  from  Tipperary  to  Hants  Connty,  N.  S.,  about  the  year  1775. 
William  Marsters  Brown  having  learned  the  hardware  business,  in  the  shop  of  his 
uncle,  William  Stairs,  began  business  in  partnership  with  his  half-brother,  John  S. 
Bessonnett,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bessonett  &  Brown,  about  the  year  1832. 

His  disposition  led  him  rather  to  philanthropie  and  religious  pursuits  than  to 
mercantile,  and  he  was  not  successful  as  a  business  man. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  first  total  abstinence  society  started  in 
Halifax  (1840),  and  later,  when  the  order  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  was  instituted, 
became  a  prominent  member  of  it.  He  was  also  an  ardent  worker  in  all  matters  con- 
cerning the  Church  of  England. 

Being  a  keen  observer  of  events,  having  a  remarkably  retentive  memory,  as  is 
shown  by  the  subjoined  paper,  he  was  well  stored  with  recollections  of  the  old  time, 
and  was  never  better  pleased  than  when  recounting  events  of  early  days  which  had 
happened  in  youth  or  had  been  related  to  him  by  some  older  resident.  Obit,  May 
29, 1888. 

(75) 
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witL  his  son  at  Lawrencetown.  His  name  was  Jolin  Jacob 
Myrah,  and  lie  liad  been  a  sergeant  in  Knypbansen's  Division 
and  fongbt  at  tbe  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  wbere  Count  Polastic 
was  killed.  Knypbansen  died  bere  and  was  buried  under  St. 
Paul's  Cburcb,  and  bis  batcbment  is  upon  tbe  wall  over  tbe 
g-allery,  wbere  tbere  are  many  otbers. 

Up  to  1840  old  residents  made  frequent  reference  to  tbe 
Duke  of  Kent  wbo  bad  been  commander  of  tbe  forces  bere  in 
tbeir  early  years.  "  Tbe  Duke's  time  "  was  in  tbeir  estima- 
tion tbe  Golden  Age  of  Halifax.  He  bad  caused  a  large 
expenditure  in  tbe  erection  of  barracks,  military  bospital, 
since  burnt  down,  general's  quarters,  now  being  enlarged, 
and  otber  buildings  necessary  for  persons  connected  witb  tbe 
army.  Until  a  comparatively  recent  date,  tbere  were  always 
tbree  regiments  bere,  witb  artillery  and  sappers,  and  until 
1812,  wben  tbe  naval  stores  were  transferred  to  Bermuda, 
tbere  was  a  large  number  of  men  employed  in  tbe  Dockyard. 
Tbe  Duke  was  popular  witb  all  classes,  especially  among 
tbose  for  wbom  be  provided  employment.  He  was  a  strict 
disciplinarian,  but  tbe  regiment  of  wbicb  be  was  colonel  was 
said  to  be  tbe  most  drunken  and  insubordinate  of  any.  Tbe 
men  were  kept  employed  witb  pipe  clay  and  pomatum  prepar- 
ing for  parades,  and  floggings  for  offences  were  very  severe. 
Tbe  dress  of  a  soldier  was  mucb  more  elaborately  prepared 
tb^n  now.  Tbe  Duke  issued  an  order  for  bis  men  to  be  clean 
sbaved.  One  sergeant  wbo  bad  fine  wbiskers  refused  to  obey, 
and  a  corporal's  guard  was  sent,  wbo  strapped  bim  down  and 
sbaved  bim  as  clean  as  any  man  in  tbe  regiment.  Tbere  was 
a  parade  at  five  in  tbe  morning,  at  wbicb  tbe  Duke  was 
always  present,  but  it  was  bard  on  tbe  officers  in  tbose  days 
and  nigbts  of  beavy  drinking.  Tbe  drums  were  beat  and  a 
gun  fired  at  eigbt  o'clock  in  tbe  evening,  wben  tbe  rank  and 
file  were  expected  to  be  in  barracks,  and  a  gun  at  daybreak 
called  tbem  up. 

Many  stories  of  tbe  Duke  were  related  to  wondering 
juniors  of  a  later  time.    One  I  remember  baving  beard  from 
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my  father  as  follows.  War  was  continuous,  and  persons  em- 
ployed in  government  service  were  frequently  required  to 
work  on  Sunday.  Many  grumbled,  but  were  generally  soothed 
with  the  double  pay  which  was  given  for  Sunday  work.  One 
man  in  the  Dockyard,  though  he  worked,  would  not  take  the 
Sunday  pay,  and  the  money  in  course  of  time  accumulated  in 
the  pay-office.  One  day,  when  the  Duke  was  in  the  office,  the 
matter  was  brought  to  his  notice,  and  enquiry  made  as  to 
what  they  should  do  with  the  money.  The  Duke  had  the  man 
called,  who  said  he  was  willing  at  any  time  to  work  for  his 
king  and  country,  but  said  he  would  not  take  the  Sunday  pay. 
An  order  was  at  once  given  for  the  man  to  get  increased  pay 
every  week  day,  and  that  he  should  not  be  again  required  to 
work  on  Sunday., 

A  Dr.  McDonald,  whom  I  met  at  Sheffield  in  1841,  told 
me  he  was  here  in  the  navy  in  1813,  and  that  there  were 
twenty-seven  vessels  in  this  harbour  at  one  time.  We  read  in 
Murdoch's  history  that  in  1808,  the  army  here  numbered 
4,000,  and  that  the  civilians  were  only  8,000.  The  army  and 
navy  on  the  station  were  very  important.  They  were  the 
patrons  of  the  place.  Great  deference  was  paid  to  them. 
Shopkeepers  found  them  their  best  customers,  but  the  man- 
ners and  usages  of  men  who  had  been  long  in  active  service 
were  not  such  as  would  improve  those  who  companioned  with 
them.  Young  officers  were  abroad  at  night,  tearing  down 
and  misplacing  sign  boards,  breaking  windows  and  engaging 
in  other  mischievous  pranks.  Large  gangs  of  men  were  on 
shore  on  liberty  on  Sunday  from  the  war  vessels,  sometimes 
200  from  one  ship,  whose  crew  was  600,  who  made  the  town 
lively  with  their  drunkenness  and  noise;  for  man-o'-war's  men 
were  not  then  such  as  we  know  to-day,  and  drunkenness  did 
not  offend  our  citizens  as  it  does  now.  Jack's  frolics  and 
drollery  were  amusing,  though  sometimes  indelicately 
exhibited.    The  soldiers,  too,  were  rough  and  might  say 

But  little  of  this  great  world  do  I  know 
Save  what  pertains  to  feats  of  blood  and  battle." 
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AVar  is  a  great  demoralizer,  and  men  who  liave  been  plun- 
derers in  war  will  not  generally  liave  due  respect  for  tlie 
claims  of  persons  and  property  in  time  of  peace. 

In  1812,  America,  under  Madison's  administration, 
seeing  England  contending  with  all  tlie  powers  of  continental 
Europe,  or  witli  Bonaparte,  wlio  then  had  all  Europe  under 
his  sway,  thought  to  give  her  a  finishing  stroke  by  joining 
with  her  enemies.  King  George  the  Third  found  difficulty  in 
enlisting  men  to  fight  the  Americans,  as  war  with  them  was 
unpopular,  and  all  the  regular  army  was  employed  under  the 
Duke  of  Wellington.  In  this  emergency  the  London  prisons 
were  emptied  of  felons  to  get  men  who  would  enlist  for  the 
American  War,  and  after  the  peace  we  had  some  of  these  in 
the  forces  here.  I  can  remember  that  women  refrained  from 
hanging  out  their  clothes  on  a  washing  day  because  they  saw 
a  soldier  about.  Irish  pork  and  split  peas  were  furnished  as 
army  rations,  and  soldiers'  wives  with  blue  cloth  cloaks  and 
hoods  would  be  abroad  selling  rations  from  door  to  door.  Irish 
pork,  butter  and  potatoes,  were  imported  as  articles  of  trade. 
Soldiers  could  be  employed  for  laborer's  work  such  as  shovel- 
ling coal,  or  putting  in  cord  wood.  Women  would  not  ven- 
ture homeward  alone  after  dark,  until  after  gun-fire,  when 
soldiers  were  not  abroad.  Life  and  property  were  considered 
insecure  after  nightfall,  and  townsmen  were  summoned  for 
patrol  duty  by  the  magistrates,  and  went  their  rounds  in 
groups,  each  with  a  cudgel,  to  check  rioting,  violence  and 
robbery.  In  1816,  Captain  Westmacott,  of  the  Royal  Engin- 
eers, was  going  his  rounds  of  duty  at  night,  when  he  met  two 
soldiers,  whom  he  attempted  to  arrest.  They  had  stolen  goods 
in  their  possession  and  fell  upon  and  murdered  him,  for 
which  they  were  hanged.  They  were  named  Denerett  and 
McGrath.  This  occurred  on  Prince  Street,  beside  old  St. 
Matthews'  Church,  corner  of  Hollis  Street. 

At  that  time  the  governor  was  a  general,  and  the  move- 
ments of  the  military  were  of  great  interest.  They  were 
leaders  in  most  of  the  diversions  of  the  people,  and  for  a  long 
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time  were  providers  of  amateur  theatricals,  and  almost  tlie 
only  performers.  Guard  mounting  on  the  Parade  on  each 
fine  morning  was  attended  by  the  General  and  his  staff, 
mounted;  and  the  occasion  was  one  of  general  resort, 
especially  by  office-holders  before  proceeding  to  their  duties. 
There  was  frequently  a  sale  of  horses  and  carriages  advertised 
^'to  take  place  on  the  Grand  Parade,  immediately  after 
guard-mounting."  The  last  public  guard-mountings  were 
when  Sir  Gaspard  Le  Marchant  was  governor. 

In  1817,  a  pamphlet  was  published  called  Wilkie's, 
written  by  a  brother  of  late  Mr.  James  C.  Wilkie,  which 
referred  to  several  matters  the  author  thought  worthy  of 
notice,  and  in  it  was  the  following:  "The  workhouse  is 
supposed  to  be  a  place  for  notorious  thieves  and  vagabonds, 
and  if  all  such  characters  were  sent  there,  so  many  of  our 
magistrates  would  not  be  seen  about  the  Province  Building 
and  other  public  places.  And  of  what  does  our  army  consist? 
Foreign  mercenary  is  one  part,  and  the  scum  of  Britons, 
rascals  and  runaways  the  other."  At  that  time  we  had  a 
regiment  of  hired  Germans  termed  Jagers,  and  the 
regimeiit  before  referred  to,  enlisted  for  the  American  War. 
The  author  of  the  pamphlet  was  prosecuted  for  libel,  and  sen- 
tenced for  punishment,  but  was  soon  released  and  went  away 
and  never  returned. 

In  1809,  a  man  named  Jordan,  who  thought  those  he  had 
served  had  treated  him  unfairly,  resolved  to  recover  by  fraud 
or  violence  what  he  thought  he  was  entitled  to,  and  as  agent 
or  supercargo  on  board  a  schooner  bound  for  Newfoundland 
I  think,  ventured  an  act  of  piracy.  He  killed  two  men  in  the 
forecastle,  and  proceeded  aft  to  kill  the  captain  and  others. 
Captain  Stairs,  then  a  young  man,  was  sitting  in  the  cabin 
at  a  table,  and  looking  up  saw  Jordan  aiming  a  pistol  at  him 
through  the  skylight,  which  was  discharged,  and  killed  the 
man  who  sat  beside  him.  He  ran  for  his  pistols,  but  found 
his  trunk  broken  and  the  pistols  gone.  Hastening  on  deck,  he 
met  Jordan  in  the  companion  way  with  an  axe  in  his  hand, 
who  attempted  to  strike  him.  He  wrestled  for  the  axe,  got  it, 
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and  threw  it  overboard,  ran  thrice  round  the  long  boat,  Jordan 
pursuing  him,  and  in  his  emergency  seized  what  is  termed 
the  booby-hatch,  a  covering  for  a  small  opening  in  the  deck, 
and  throwing  it  overboard,  sprang  upon  it.  The  mate,  Kelly, 
stood  at  the  helm,  to  whom  he  appealed  when  Jordan  was 
hunting  him,  saying,  "  Kelly,  will  you  stand  there  and  see 
me  murdered?"  but  he  got  no  answer.  Jordan's  wife  struck 
at  him  with  a  boat  hook  while  he  was  yet  beside  the  vessel, 
and  Kelly  said,  "  Let  him  alone,  he  will  soon  be  drowned." 

The  small  hatch,  about  three  feet  square,  was  insufficient 
for  support  of  a  man's  weight,  and  Captain  Stairs  soon 
became  insensible;  but,  strange  to  say,  in  four  hours  he 
floated  close  by  a  vessel,  was  taken  on  board  and  resuscitated 
and  carried  to  Boston,  and  went  from  thence  to  Halifax.  It 
seems  almost  incredible  that  a  man,  really  under  water, 
should  have  been  found  on  the  wide  ocean  by  the  crew  of  a 
vessel,  which  was  not  in  sight  when  he  sprang  from  the 
schooner.  It  certainly  was  a  marvellous  interposition  of 
Providence.  A  war  vessel  was  sent  out  from  Halifax  to  look 
for  Jordan,  and  brought  him  here,  where  he  was  tried,  Stairs 
being  witness,  and  he  was  hanged  on  February  1st,  1810,  on 
the  beach  south  of  Inglis  Street,  and  his  body  was  hung  in 
gibbets  as  a  warning  and  terror  to  others.  It  was  said  that 
Jordan's  wife  was  afterwards  hung  for  murdering  one  of  her 
own  children.  Jordan's  intention  was  to  take  the  schooner 
to  Ireland  and  sell  her.  Captain  Stairs  lived  about  forty 
years  after  this  distressing  occurrence. 

An  incident  of  1812  I  remember  having  heard  of,  which  I 
believe  to  be  true.  John  Howe,  senior,  who  was  printer  to 
the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  invented  a  cipher  and 
left  a  copy  with  his  son  John  and  departed  for  the  United 
States,  ostensibly  to  visit  the  churches  of  Sandemanians,  with 
which  he  was  associated.  What  he  wrote  in  cipher  to  his  son 
was  translated  by  the  son  and  sent  to  the  governor,  and 
proved  of  much  value  in  the  time  of  the  American  war.  Mr. 
Howe  was  a  Bostonian,  and  came  here  with  several  others 
about  the  year  1776,  when  the  Eevolutionary  War  began. 
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Among  the  early  settlers  was  Philip  Marchington,  who 
followed  the  British  Army  during  the  American  Revolution- 
ary War,  selling  goods,  and  came  here  on  the  (MS  blank)  of 
New  York  with  about  £35,000  of  mone3^  He  bought  property 
which  increased  in  value  and  left  a  large  sum  for  his  two 
children.  He  owned  all  between  Jacob  Street  and  the  Lane, 
now  named  Bell's,  after  a  recent  owner  of  property  there.  He 
built  a  church  in  which  he  was  preacher,  part  of  which  build- 
ing is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Spencer  in  Argyle  Street.  His 
wife,  whom  he  called  his  "  dear  Jane,"  died,  and  he  put  her 
remains  in  a  coffin  with  a  glass  cover,  and  went  daily  to  see 
her,  but  one  day  her  appearance  or  other  offence  made  him 
sick,  and  he  then  had  her  buried. 

Political  and  commercial  features  I  shall  not  notice;  they 
would  open  up  too  wide  a  field  for  one  occasion.  Carefulness 
and  industry  were  the  chief  instruments  used  for  accumula- 
tion here  as  in  other  places.  I  may  instance  Andrew  Bauer, 
one  of  the  German  settlers,  who  had  wharf,  stores  and  fields, 
which  were  gathered  through  small  operations.  His  wife 
took  care  of  the  money,  and  one  day  he  asked  her  for  some, 
as  it  was  his  birthday.  He  put  on  his  best  suit  and  went  out 
and  walked  about  town  all  day,  looking  in  the  shop  windows, 
and  at  evening  returned  home  and  handed  back  to  his  wife 
the  piece  of  silver  she  had  given  him,  which  was  7%  or  12% 
cents.  When  he  was  about  to  die,  he  divided  his  property 
by  will,  which  was  being  prepared  by  a  lawyer,  but  made  no 
reference  to  a  lot  of  doubloons  he  was  known  to  have,  and 
when  asked  about  them  said  I  will  keep  them  myself."  He 
died  shortly  after.  The  carefulness  displayed  by  the  old 
people  who  grew  rich,  was  derided  by  their  offspring,  who 
consequently  became  poor  and  blamed  the  country  and  said 
they  had  no  luck. 

There  were  no  pictorial  papers  in  my  early  days,  carica- 
tures of  the  French  and  of  some  persons  aiming  at  high  posi- 
tion would  be  seen  in  a  bookseller's  window;  and  I  remember 
one  picture  of  a  Frenchman  being  dragged  along  by  some 
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sailors,  witli  a  rope  wliicli  was  about  his  neck,  and  lie  was 
crying  piteonsly,  "  Misericorde,"  wMcli  means  "have 
mercy,"  but  Jack  not  knowing  Frencli,  supposed  lie  was 
speaking  in  English,  and  replied,  "  Measure  the  cord,  you 
French  fool,  it  is  long  enough  for  ten  such  fellows  as  you." 
A  Frenchman  was  considered  a  proper  subject  for  ridicule 
or  contempt. 

Severe  punishment  was  thought  to  be  the  best  correction 
for  evil.  In  our  schools,  boys  were  hoisted  "  and  birched; 
and  at  later  time  were  severely  beaten  on  the  hand  with  a 
round  ruler.  In  the  army  and  navy  men  were  sentenced  to 
receive  hundreds  of  lashes  for  misconduct,  and  on  some 
occasions  I  have  stood  with  the  boys  outside  the  Barrack  Gate 
while  the  poor  fellows  were  being  flogged  within  and  a  wife 
and  children  were  crying  on  the  street,  knowing  what  was 
being  done.  I  remember  a  poor  fellow  being  flogged  through 
the  fleet  in  the  harbour.  There  were  seven  ships,  and  he  re- 
ceived a  portion  of  his  punishment  in  each  ship.  I  stood  on 
a  wharf  and  saw  the  hammock  in  which  he  lay  hoisted  and 
lowered  at  each  ship,  and  my  heart  sickened  at  the  thought 
of  his  sufferings.  Three  days  after  he  died  in  the  hospital, 
but  whether  from  the  flogging  or  other  cause  I  did  not  learn. 
Such  degrading  punishment  is  not  inflicted  now,  and  the  men 
behave  better.  Nearly  forty  years  ago,  the  42nd  Royal  High- 
landers were  at  Bermuda,  an  uninteresting  place  for  a 
regiment  to  be  stationed;  and  for  drunkenness  and  other 
offences  against  military  rules,  flogging  and  other  severities 
were  inflicted.  When  they  came  here,  the  temperance  people 
went  kindly  among  them,  and  enlisted  a  large  number  under 
the  pledge  of  total  abstinence,  and  on  a  New  Year's  day  of  all 
the  regiment,  there  were  but  two  men  drunk  in  the  guard- 
room. And  the  quarter-master  sergeant  John  Shields,  who 
had  been  long  in  the  regiment,  said  he  had  never  known  the 
time  when  on  a  New  Year's  eve,  the  guard-room  was  large 
enough  to  hold  the  drunkards. 

Men  had  been  transported  from  England  to  Halifax  for 
offences  committed,  and  I  remember  one  of  those,  who  lived 
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in  Bedford  Row  and  had  a  family.  His  name  was  Lineton 
and  lie  was  a  truckman. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  brought  with  him  a  Frenchwoman 
styled  Madame  de  St.  Laurent.  The  Governor's  lady  was  the 
first  to  call  on  her,  and  wherever  the  Duke  was  invitedy 
there  Madame  went  also.  Sunday  card-parties  were  dis- 
continued at  Government  House,  because  His  Royal 
Highness  would  not  attend  them.  As  late  as  1825,  Sun- 
day was  as  much  used  for  pleasure  and  business  as 
for  religious  employments.  On  Sunday  morning,  the  fish 
market  and  green  market  were  lively.  Grocers  had  their 
shops  open  until  ten  o'clock,  and  butchers  and  bakers 
did  not  refuse  to  send  supplies  to  customers.  Washerwomen 
sent  home  clothing,  and  sometimes  a  gentleman  could  hardly 
get  dressed  in  time  for  church  at  eleven.  The  troops  were 
under  arms  for  review  on  the  exercising  ground  at  three,  and 
the  inhabitants  generally  went  to  see  their  evolutions. 
Women  of  the  demi-monde  were  there  in  gay  attire,  and  could 
be  seen  abroad  on  other  days,  shopping  and  accompanied  by 
gentlemen.  In  later  time,  when  public  opinion  had  some- 
what changed,  the  general  commanding,  for  the  credit  of  the 
army,  caused  a  captain  to  be  cautioned  on  this  subject;  and 
as  he  took  no  heed,  the  general  took  away  his  sword  and  com- 
pelled attention.  There  were  no  Sunday  evening  services, 
except  in  the  small  Methodist  and  Baptist  chapels.  The 
regimental  bands  were  on  Sunday  evenings  stationed  at  the 
doors  of  the  houses  of  their  respective  colonels  and  the  public 
promenaded  in  the  vicinity.  Taverns  at  Dartmouth  and  on 
Halifax  peninsula  did  a  lively  business  on  Sunday  afternoon. 
Most  of  these  were  known  jas  tea-houses,  and  whole  families 
resorted  to  them  for  tea  and  other  refreshments,  especially  in 
the  strawberry  season.  The  Governor,  Sir  James  Kempt,  and 
his  staff  have  stayed  on  the  exercising  ground  on  Sunday 
after  the  review,  to  see  the  horses  tried  on  the  course,  that 
were  to  run  for  the  prizes  during  the  week. 

A  Protestant  feeling,  more  political  than  religious,  pre- 
vailed here  as  in  many  other  places.    Roman  Catholics,  who 
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were  not  as  large  or  influential  a  portion  of  tlie  population 
as  they  are  now,  were  openly  insulted  on  every  fifth  of 
November  when  deliverance  from  the  Gunpowder  Plot  was 
celebrated.  Permission  was  asked  and  given  for  a  bonfire  on 
the  Grand  Parade  in  the  evening,  when  the  Pope  was  burned 
in  effigy,  amid  much  cheering;  but  it  is  creditable  to  Nova 
Scotia  that  it  was  the  first  of  British  Provinces  to  remove  the 
disabilities  that  kept  Roman  Catholics  from  holding  office  as 
judges  and  members  of  the  Legislature.  Keligious  antagon- 
isms imported  from  old  countries  have  never  been  as  violent 
here  as  in  some  other  Canadian  Provinces. 

The  Methodists  in  Halifax  as  late  as  1808  or  1809  were 
wont  to  resort  to  St.  Paul's  Church  on  sacramental  Sundays, 
following  until  then  the  advice  of  J ohn  Wesley  not  to  separate 
themselves  from  the  Church  of  England.  The  first  Sunday 
School  in  the  city  was  set  up  by  the  late  James  W.  Notting 
in  the  north  end  and  Sunday  evening  services  were  com- 
menced in  St.  Paul's  about  forty  years  since,  w^hen  Bishop 
Inglis  preached  an  apologetic  sermon  on  the  first  occasion, 
in  justification  of  the  innovation,  instancing  Daniel  the 
Prophet,  who  prayed  three  times  a  day. 

The  Bishop  on  arriving  here  after  his  consecration  in 
England,  landed  from  a  ship-of-war  under  a  salute  of  eleven 
guns  and  the  following  is  part  of  what  appeared  in  one  of  our 
weekly  papers : 

"This  is  the  Messenger  of  Peace— the  servant  of  the  Lord: 
Ye  engines  of  destruction  cease— be  sheathed  thou  carnal  sword." 

During  the  wars,  privateering,  which  was  plundering  by 
license,  had  a  very  bad  effect  morally;  and  also  the  capturing 
of  vessels  by  the  royal  navy. 

To  defraud  the  government  was  not  considered  wrong ;  and 
not  very  long  since,  one  who  remembered  the  good  old  war 
times,  and  was  praising  them,  said,  "  Any  person  might  have 
got  rich  then,"  and  when  asked  "  How?"  said :  It  was  easy 
to  get  charge  of  a  prize  vessel  as  keeper  with  a  dollar  a  day, 
and  he  would  be  a  poor  devil  that  could  not  steal  to  the  value 
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of  six  dollars  more  from  the  cargo,"  and  when  told  that 
people  might  steal  at  any  time  if  so  disposed,  replied,  Who 
were  they  stealing  from?  We  did  not  count  that  stealing." 
I  have  heard  of  the  keeper  of  a  prize  vessel  which  had  a  cargo 
of  coffee  in  bulk,  who  sold  coffee  all  over  the  town;  to  the 
astonishment  of  some,  who  recognized  the  captors  as  lawful 
owners  of  the  property,  who  were  waiting  the  decision  of  the 
Admiralty  Court.  I  have  heard  that  the  agent  for  distribu- 
tion of  prize  money  (Hon.  James  Eraser),  when  an  old  man 
was  one  day  wearied  and  vexed  by  the  clamor  of  a  crew  wait- 
ing for  their  share  and  said  to  them,  "  I  wish  I  was  in 
Abraham's  bosom,"   one  fellow  hitching  up  his  trousers, 

replied,  "  I  would  not  care  a    where  you  were  if  I  had 

my  prize  money." 

Rev.  Edmund  Burke,  D.  D.,  Vicar  Apostolic,  who  was 
for  many  years  in  charge  of  the  Roman  Church  here,  was 
drawn  into  a  religious  controversy  with  Rev.  D.  McCulloch 
of  Pictou.  Persons  who  were  thought  impartial  considered 
that  Dr.  Burke  came  off  best  in  the  argument.  Rev.  John 
Burton,  minister  for  the  Baptists,  was  a  man  of  unbounded 
benevolence  and  at  times  had  hardly  means  to  sustain  his 
life.  Dr.  Burke  has  been  heard  to  say  "  Father  Burton  is  a 
good  man,  but  I  know  nothing  about  his  church."  There 
was  one  Dr.  Sullivan  here  before  my  time,  who  prepared  a 
place  for  his  body  in  the  old  burial  ground  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  where  Dr.  Burke  was  priest,  and  had  a  drain  made 
from  it,  as  the  ground  was  prone  to  be  very  wet.  Dr.  Burke 
seeing  the  work  proceeding,  said  to  Dr.  Sullivan,  Perdu, 
perdu,  man;  if  you  get  clear  of  the  fire,  never  mind  the 
water." 

Dr.  McCulloch  desiring  to  help  Mr.  Burton,  collected 
money,  and  bought  him  a  good  outfit  of  clothing,  knowing 
that  articles  less  personal  and  indispensable  would  soon  be 
given  away.  Rev.  John  Inglis,  sometime  rector  of  St.  Paul's, 
and  afterwards  bishop  of  the  diocese,  was  a  man  of  excellent 
talents,  and  a  very  winning  preacher.    He  and  the  Honour- 
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able  S.  G.  W.  Archibald  were  very  polisbed  and  coTirteous 
gentlemen. 

In  my  early  years  tbere  were  no  sidewalks.  Cellar  doors, 
platforms,  and  stairways  extended  several  feet  from  many 
bouses,  and  travellers  bad  to  pass  along  in  tbe  middle  of  tbe 
street,  tbrongb  deep  mud  at  some  seasons,  women  on  pattens 
wbicb  elevated  tbem  an  incb  or  more,  and  men  generally  in 
leatber  galoches.  Mr.  Cbarles  Seaver,  mail  officer  of  His 
Majesty's  navy,  brongbt  from  Boston  about  1828  tbe  first 
india  rubber  sboes  seen  bere.  Tbey  cost  in  Boston  five  dollars 
a  pair.  One  pair  was  for  Admiral  Sir  Cbarles  Ogle,  and  one 
for  bimself,  and  tbere  was  as  mucb  rubber  in  one  pair  as  in 
twenty  pairs  of  tbose  we  bave  now,  and  tbey  bad  to  be  well 
softened  at  tbe  fire  before  tbey  could  be  used. 

Arrangements  for  beating  cburcbes  were  very  inefficient, 
and  a  maid  would  be  seen  preceding  ber  mistress,  bearing  a 
cbafing  disb  of  live  coals,  to  be  placed  in  tbe  pew  for  warm- 
ing ber  feet.  Servants  were  servants  in  tbose  days,  and  tbeir 
costumes  generally  indicated  tbeir  position,  women  wben 
at  work  wearing  wbat  was  termed  bed-gown  and  petticoat. 
Tbe  maid  would  take  a  basket  on  ber  arm,  witb  a  knife  in  it, 
clean  a  fisb  and  carry  it  bome.  A  servant  of  Mr.  W.  Law- 
son's  found  a  doubloon  ($16.00)  in  tbe  maw  of  a  cod  sbe  bad 
bought  and  was  cleaning.  A  few  persons  having  a  corner- 
shop  had  an  oil  lamp  fixed  over  their  door,  a  grim  contrast 
to  the  present  excellent  light  on  the  streets. 

There  was  a  whipping  post  in  tbe  market  square  and 
stocks  for  poor  drunkards.  The  pillory  was  sometimes  used 
and  prisoners  in  Bridewell  sometimes  punished  witb  the  lash, 
and  some  magistrates  ^'  with  eyes  severe  "  chose  to  be  wit- 
nesses to  tbe  flagellations.  The  town  was  governed  by  magis- 
trates who  sometimes  took  fines  from  farmers  in  poultry, 
when  bells  were  wanting  on  tbe  sleigh  harness,  which  the  law 
required. 

When  a  person  intended  leaving  the  province,  be  was 
expected  to  record  his  name  at  the  office  of  the  Provincial 
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Secretary,  and  if  lie  failed  to  do  so,  and  did  not  return,  tlie 
captain  of  the  vessel  that  conveyed  him  away  became  liable 
for  his  debts.  A  debtor  could  not  be  arrested  on  Sunday,  and 
some  of  these  returned  and  appeared  at  church  on  Sunday  but 
were  not  to  be  found  after  sunset.  A  creditor  could  pounce 
upon  a  debtor  and  put  him  in  gaol,  where  he  might  remain  as 
long  as  the  creditor  chose  to  supply  him  with  eight  pounds  of 
bread  a  week.  Some  were  kept  there  for  several  years.  One 
whom  I  remember,  was  kept  there  until  his  end  was  near, 
which  was  hastened  by  his  confinement  and  privations  in 
gaol,  of  which  the  following  notice  appeared  in  one  of  our 
weekly  papers  in  1823  : 

'  Died,  after  a  long  illness,  which  he  bore  with  Christian 
fortitude  and  resignation,  Mr.  William  Bond,  butcher,  in  the 
45th  year  of  his  age,  a  man  of  the  greatest  probity  and 
benevolence  and  much  respected  by  all  who  knew  him." 

A  member  of  a  business  firm  would  suffer  for  the  mis- 
conduct of  his  partners ;  and  I  knew  one  family  to  do  without 
milk  and  butter,  and  other  comforts  to  meet  losses  brought 
upon  the  father  through  the  gambling  transactions  of  one 
wno  had  been  his  partner. 

Real  estate  was  very  low  in  price  for  several  years  after 
tne  war;  rents  also  were  low.  The  taxes  payable  on  a  house 
renting  for  $120  amounted  to  about  three  dollars  a  year, 
which  was  collected  by  a  polite  old  gentleman,  Mr.  Fillis, 
who  went  from  house  to  house  with  his  book  under  his  arm, 
ana  received  for  his  services  to  the  town  a  commission  of  7% 
per  cent.  The  whole  assessment  was  about  $6,000  yearly. 
Mr.  Fillis  was  always  courteously  received;  everybody  knew 
him.  He  wore  knee-breeches,  shoe-buckles  and  queue,  and  a 
broad  brimmed  hat.  Each  householder  was  required  to  per- 
form six  days'  labour  on  the  roads,  in  person  or  by  a  sub- 
stitute at  an  outlay  of  three  dollars,  the  customary  weekly 
wages  for  a  labouring  man.  The  cheapest  price  for  a  child 
at  school  was  four  dollars  a  year  at  the  Royal  Acadian  School ; 
the  school  was  eight  dollars  a  year  and  private  school  teachers 
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received  from  three  to  five  dollars  a  quarter  for  each  pupil,  so 
that  those  who  now  have  children  to  educate  are  under  lower 
taxation  than  they  could  have  been  in  the  former  time. 

In  1816  there  were  twenty-four  yearly  holidays  in  the 
public  offices.  Duties  on  British  goods  were  at  a  much  later 
time  only  3%  per  cent.  Further  on  they  were  raised  to  5, 
then  to  6%  and  to  7%,  10,  12%,  15,  17%;  and  since  Confed- 
eration we  hardly  know  what  they  are  or  may  be ;  and  yet  we 
think  we  can  sing  Britons  never  shall  be  slaves."  Duties 
on  foreign  goods  were  collected  by  officers  appointed  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  on  most  articles  15  per  cent.  When 
the  duties  were  2%  per  cent,  on  British  goods,  Government 
House  and  the  Province  Building  were  erected,  and  members 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  received  about  $120  for  each  ses- 
sion, about  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  their  board  bill  while  in 
town  and  buy  a  suit  of  broadcloth  in  which  to  appear  as  legis- 
lators, for  they  were  expected  to  dress  as  gentlemen.  Then 
the  judges  wore  a  wig  in  court,  and  lawyers  were  more  courtly 
in  manners  than  they  are  now.  When  wigs  and  good  dress 
were  given  up,  courtly  manners  and  speech  began  to  be  con- 
sidered unimportant. 

A  decent  coach  could  not  be  had  for  hire.  In  1847,  I  had 
to  bury  a  child  in  the  churchyard  at  Three  Mile  House,  and 
could  find  only  one  closed  carriage  of  good  appearance 
obtainable,  which  was  hired  from  Hiram  Hyde  for  five 
dollars  for  the  afternoon. 

In  1838  a  letter  from  Toronto  was  charged  postage  56 
cents,  and  for  one  slightly  over  the  half  ounce  I  paid  $1.13. 

Many  letters  were  sent  by  individuals  to  save  postage 
which  to  England  was  £2  2s.  sterling;  and  when  I  went  over 
in  1841  in  a  Cunard  steamer,  a  notice  was  posted  on  the 
entrance  to  the  saloon,  by  the  mail  officer,  who  was  an  old 
Irish  naval  lieutenant,  demanding  that  all  gentlemen  having 
letters  should  hand  them  over  to  him,  to  be  put  into  a  bag. 
Postage  was  paid  then  on  delivery;  stamps  had  not  yet  been 
put  in  use  here.    English  mails  were  sometimes  two  months 
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on  tlie  Toyage  when  bronglit  by  sailing  vessels,  wliicli  were 
armed  and  commanded  by  an  officer  of  tlie  Eoyal  navy.  A 
boat's  crew  wonld  land  at  tbe  Qneen's  wliarf,  and  tbe 
monthly  mail  containing  perhaps  three  bnshels.  was  carried 
by  two  sailors  np  to  the  Post  Office,  on  an  oar  resting  on  their 
shoulders;  an  officer  in  cocked  hat  and  full  uniform  walking 
beside  to  see  a  safe  delivery.  Government  despatches  were 
there,  as  well  as  private  letters  and  newspapers.  Xow  the 
weekly  mail  requires  a  waggon  with  a  pair  of  horses.  Those 
who  were  expecting  letters  waited  on  the  street  by  the  Post 
Office  and  in  their  turn  received  them  through  a  window. 
The  postmaster,  Mr.  John  Howe.  Jr..  having  invited  a  cap- 
tain of  the  packet  to  dinner,  sent  a  salmon  by  a  colored  man 
from  the  market,  who.  mistaking  the  house  left  it  at  Mr. 
Crawford's  next  door,  and  when  dinner  was  served  at  Mr. 
Howe's,  and  the  cover  removed,  lol  and  behold,  there  was  a 
cod  which  should  have  gone  to  Mr.  Crawford's. 

The  coins  in  circulation  were  mostly  Spanish  and  Portu- 
guese: doubloons,  halves,  quarters  and  eighths:  and  silver 
dollars,  halves,  quarters  and  sixteenths:  and  copper  pennies 
and  half  pennies,  and  a  few  farthings:  a  few  provincial  notes. 
Banks  had  no  existence  here.  About  thirty  years  since,  cents 
and  half  cents  were  provided  by  the  government.  Contribu- 
tions on  Sundays  for  church  objects  were  frequently  limited 
to  half  cents,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Cochran  in  Trinity  Church  found 
occasion  to  remind  the  hearers  of  this.  Preaching  on  the 
pouring  of  the  ointment,  he  said,  Mary  loved  her  Lord,  and 
thought  nothing  was  too  good  for  him:  and  if  Mary  were 
here  we  would  not  find  her  putting  a  half  cent  in  the  church 
box  on  Sundays.""  Preaching  at  Eockhead  prison  on  the 
gospel  for  the  day,  the  subject  being  the  miraculous  distribu- 
tion of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  he  said,  "  I  hear  that  some  of 
your  prisoners  complain  of  having  to  eat  fish,  the  Saviour 
thought  fish  good  enough,  and  he  gave  thanks  for  it  too." 

The  first  bank  established  here  was  the  Halifax  Banking 
Company,  in  or  about  ]826.     Before  that  drafts  were  not 
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easily  obtained,  and  travellers  liad  to  carry  specie.  My 
father  liad  occasion  to  go  to  Montreal  in  1824,  and  as 
it  was  in  winter,  the  way  tliere  was  via  Boston,  and 
from  thence  in  a  sleigh  over  the  Yermont  Hills  to  Lake 
Champlain.  His  money,  which  was  in  dollars,  was  sent 
on  a  Sunday  morning  on  a  hand  sled  m  a  sack  to  Dan 
Kelly's  packet,  the  Cherub,  at  the  Long  Wharf,  and  he 
took  passage  in  her,  which  was  considered  the  best  convey- 
ance at  that  time.  Travel  in  this  province  was  not  easy  or 
cheap,  there  were  no  railroads  or  stage  coaches,  and  a  person 
going  to  Windsor,  might  have  to  hire  a  horse  and  gig  for 
three  dollars  a  day.  One  day  would  be  spent  in  going  the  45 
miles,  another  in  giving  the  horse  rest,  and  a  third  in  return- 
ing, costing  nine  dollars,  for  hire  besides  the  travelling 
expenses.  Stages  to  Windsor  and  other  places  east  and  west 
commenced  running  about  1827.  The  roads  at  some  seasons 
were  rough,  and  on  several  occasions  coaches  were  over- 
turned. 

The  county  of  Halifax  extended  to  Pictou,  and  the  coroner 
had  sometimes  to  make  long  journeys  under  heavy  expenses. 
Bad  weather  and  heavy  roads  caused  much  delay,  and  being 
an  elderly  man,  he  chose  to  take  care  of  his  person,  and  when 
remonstrated  with  about  not  hastening,  has  been  heard  to 
say,  "  The  dead  man  is  not  in  a  hurry,  let  him  wait."  It 
cost  the  province  as  much  sometimes  to  have  one  looked  after 
that  died  by  the  wayside  as  to  have  a  criminal  condemned  and 
executed.  There  was  no  fixed  rate  for  a  coroner's  services, 
and  when  he  presented  his  bill,  the  treasurer  might  not  be  in 
funds  and  would  make  advances  for  a  discount.  The  Coroner 
having  this  experience,  learned  to  make  his  bills  to  meet  the 
chance  for  such  contingencies. 

In  my  early  days  people  expected  to  secure  a  competency 
for  old  age  by  frugality  and  industry,  and  not  by  large  and 
hazardous  speculations.  Credit  was  not  so  freely  given  as 
now.  When  a  man  in  the  country  wanted  to  get  goods  on 
credit,  he  came  to  town,  stated  his  means  and  circumstances 
and  solicited  the  favour.    Now  boys  are  sent  out  coaxing 
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countrymen  to  take  goods,  for  wliicli  they  give  notes,  and  the 
borrower  is  not  servant  to  the  lender,  but  the  lender  to  the 
borrower.  People  who  by  toil  and  care  secured  a  com- 
petency, and  are  striving  to  keep  their  hard  earnings,  are 
abused  by  beardless  and  penniless  editors  as  having  no  enter- 
prise; while  those  get  praise  who  through  the  credit  system 
have  the  handling  of  money,  and  risk  it  in  projects  the 
wealthy  are  justly  afraid  of.  A  rich  man  who  died  here  at 
the  age  of  ninety-seven,  was  much  abused  because  he  would 
not  advance  money  to  those  who  would  be  likely  to  squander 
it.  A  young  man,  who  out  of  a  small  salary  had  saved  six 
hundred  pounds,  wanted  a  like  sum  to  add  to  it  to  go  into 
business.  The  old  merchant,  not  knowing  him,  inquired  of 
him  concerning  his  doings  and  prospects,  and  finding  he 
could  save  money  lent  him  what  he  wanted  on  a  note  and  at 
a  later  time  lent  him  £600  more,  which  he  held  for  several 
years,  or  as  long  as  he  had  need  of  it. 

The  expensive  habits  of  the  present  time  prevent  young 
people  doing  what  their  fathers  have  done  in  the  way  of  sav- 
ing, and  prudent  people  are  described  as  "  money-hulks,'' 
hard-hearted,"  and  "  unenterprising."  Money  is  to  be  had 
in  Halifax  for  any  enterprise  that  offers  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  return  for  the  amount  required.  One  elderly  gentleman 
recently  deceased,  Dr.  Avery,  lost  £20,000  in  enterprises  for 
development  of  the  country's  resources.  Young  men,  who 
write  for  the  newspapers  and  use  the  editorial  ^^we,"  who 
have  nothing  to  do  but  take  care  of  their  health,  and  do  not 
always  take  good  care  of  that,  are  continuous  defamers  of 
their  native  city,  by  asserting  that  the  people  have  no  enter- 
prise. What  is  now  meant  by  enterprise  is  not  the  expansion 
of  the  business  a  man  follows,  understands  and  can  control 
and  guide,  but  the  entering  upon  some  project  of  which  he 
has  little  or  no  knowledge,  the  management  of  which  is  to  be 
entrusted  to  some  persons  who  have  nothing  of  their  own  to 
lose  and  are  likely  to  bring  disadvantage  to  all  concerned  with 
them. 
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For  several  years  after  tlie  wars  tlie  people  were  poor. 
Soup  was  distributed  gratuitously  by  tlie  magistrates  among 
the  very  poor  and  tbe  soup-bouse  was  a  conspicuous  institu- 
tion every  winter.  Tbe  Countess  of  Dalbousie  was  very  active 
in  efforts  for  relieving  distress  and  was  by  some  unsympatbiz- 
ing  people  termed  "  Tbe  Queen  of  tbe  Beggars."  Tbe  Earl 
was  a  promoter  of  agriculture  and  originated  cattle  fairs  and 
plowing  matcbes.  Tbe  fairs  in  some  features  were  not  unlike 
tbe  celebrated  ones  of  Donnybrook.  Drunkenness  and  figbt- 
ing  were  somewbat  conspicuous.  Camp  Hill  was  covered 
witb  tents  from  wbicb  strong  drinks  were  distributed  and 
fiddles  and  bagpipes  roused  willing  dancers,  and  gross  de- 
baucbery  prevailed  after  nigbtfall.  Wben  tbere  was  a  review 
of  troops  or  militia,  tents  and  tables  were  plentiful  on  tbe 
common  and  boys  were  furnisbed  witb  a  pleasant  drink  com- 
posed partly  of  rum,  peppermint  and  aniseed,  known  as 
sbrub.  Dirty  slops  of  porter  and  beer  were  freely  used,  as 
also  stronger  drinks.  Screens  and  curtains  w^ere  not  used  in 
drinking  sbops  and  most  grocers  sold  liquors  to  be  drunk  on 
tbe  premises.  Venerable  and  religious  men  obtained  a  liveli- 
hood by  vending  strong  drinks;  and  one,  an  elder  in  a  cburcb, 
appeared  to  bave  notbing  for  sale  tbat  could  be  seen  but  rum 
and  tbe  Sborter  Catecbism.  I  beard  an  old  drunkard  say 
tbat  be  could  always  get  in  tbere  for  bis  rum  bitters  at  six 
o'clock  on  a  winter  morning."  Tbe  basement  of  one  Cburcb 
was  occupied  as  a  tippling  sbop,  and  anotber  as  a  storebouse 
for  rum  and  brandies.  An  elder  of  a  tbird  was  engaged  serv- 
inr  roaring  man-o'-war's  men  witb  drinks  until  eleven  on 
Saturday  nigbt,  and  on  Sunday  at  noon  would  be  distributing 
sacramental  elements  in  tbe  cburcb. 

Cburcb  cboirs  bad  weekly  meetings  for  practice,  wben  two 
glasses  of  puncb  were  provided  for  eacb  one  present.  A 
steward  was  elected  quarterly,  usually  one  wbo  was  fond  of 
puncb  and  liked  it  strong.  It  was  well  sweetened,  and  tbe 
beverage,  tbus  disguised,  produced  a  lively  effect  on  tbe 
youngsters,  wbo,  we  may  say  were  not  seasoned.    On  one 
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occasion  these  helpers  in  the  church  service  sallied  forth 
after  practice,  into  the  brightness  of  a  full  moon,  at  a 
late  hour  in  very  merry  mood.  One  in  flowing  cloth  cloak 
not  unlike  a  clergyman's  gown,  headed  them  in  procession. 
Four  others  carried  a  tenor  fiddle-case  with  handkerchiefs,  as 
children  were  then  borne  to  burial,  and  the  remainder  walked 
two  and  two  in  slow  march,  all  singing  as  they  went, 

"Poor  Johnny's  dead,  I  heard  his  knell; 
Bim,  bim,  bim,  bone  bell; 
The  bell  doth  toll,  O  may  his  soul 
In  heaven  forever  dwell." 

After  marching  a  quarter  of  a  mile  they  met  the  rector 
returning  home  from  an  evening  party,  who  stood  amazed  at 
this  exhibition  so  solemn  and  yet  so  ludicrous  on  the  part  of 
his  co-workers  in  the  church  services,  and  shortly  after  took 
measures  to  have  such  lively  demonstrations  discontinued. 

rire  companies,  militia  companies,  Free-Masons  and 
other  associations  all  expected  to  have  strong  drink  when 
they  met;  nothing  could  be  done  without  it.  The  price  of 
rum  was  from  fifty  to  sixty  cents  per  gallon  by  the  puncheon. 
I  well  remember  a  ship  chandlery  where  a  puncheon  of  rum 
was  kept  on  tap  by  the  door,  and  water  and  tumbler  at  hand 
for  all  to  partake  who  wished  free  of  charge.  Another  person 
in  later  days,  kept  a  puncheon  on  draft  in  his  workshop,  for 
use  of  his  journeymen  and  apprentices  and  those  of  his 
friends  who  might  drop  in;  and  as  might  be  expected,  some 
of  his  employees  and  sons  have  become  drunkards.  There 
were  in  those  days  some,  who  like  lepers  in  Oriental  coun- 
tries, were  bloated,  unclean  and  ragged  outcasts,  who 
slept  in  porches,  under  platforms,  and  flights  of  steps  that 
stood  on  the  streets,  men  and  women.  Some  of  these  waited 
round  the  fish  market  to  get  a  few  pence  for  carrying  home 
fish  for  purchasers,  and  were  termed  fishmarket  sharks. 
Ferrymen,  who  rowed  passengers  across  the  harbor  before 
larger  vessels  were  used,  were  always  full  of  liquor,  and  shops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ferry  on  both  sides  were  mostly 
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/  only  tippling-places.    Ruin-sellmg  was  considered  a  very 

proper  calling,  and  the  surest  road  to  wealth,  for  dram- 
drinking  was  almost  universal.  There  was  a  licensed  liquor- 
shop  for  every  hundred  inhabitants  old  and  young,  and  not  a 
church  building  or  schoolhouse  for  every  thousand.  If  a  man 
called  on  another  at  any  time  after  breakfast  for  payment  of 
an  account,  rum  and  water  were  brought  forth.  An  elderly 
person,  lately  deceased,  found  decanters  of  rum  on  the  table 
at  his  boarding-house  when  he  landed  here  from  the  old 
country  for  all  to  use  as  they  pleased.  When  a  death 
occurred,  watchers  were  provided,  usually  two  or  three  young 
men,  for  whom  a  good  supper  was  prepared  before  the  family 
retired,  and  drink  and  cigars  furnished  for  the  night.  At 
funerals,  wine  and  drinks  more  potent  were  circulated  before 
leaving  and  a  further  supply  when  the  mourners  returned  to 
the  house,  as  they  were  expected  to  do.  Six  pall-bearers  were 
attired  in  scarfs,  hat-bands,  and  gloves  to  match,  as  also  were 
the  doctor  and  clergymen,  who  preceded  the  bearers  of  the 
corpse!  There  was  no  hearse  then.  A  drunken  grave-digger 
hiccoughed  through  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  response  to  the  par- 
son. I  have  seen  a  father  so  drunk  that  he  had  to  be  held  to 
keep  him  from  falling  into  his  daughter's  grave.  A  colonel 
of  a  militia  regiment  received  2,000  dollars  to  induce  him  to 
resign,  from  one  who  would  be  his  successor.  The  other  offi- 
cers gave  him  a  dinner,  and  before  it  was  over  the  old  colonel 
was  hoisted  on  the  table  in  his  chair,  pouring  out  wine  for 
more  toasts,  and  his  two  sons  whose  weak  heads  would  not 
enable  them  to  keep  round,  were  lying  on  the  ground  in  the 
tent,  partly  under  the  table.  It  was  said  in  those  days. 
The  churchmen  get  drunk  in  the  day  time,  and  the  Method- 
ist at  night."  The  latter,  while  yet  subject  to  prevailing 
usages,  was  ashamed  of  being  drunk,  the  former  would  boldly 
defend  his  habits  and  declare  his  right  to  be  drunk  if  he 
pleased,  as  it  was  not  ungentlemanly.  Sir  James  Kempt 
loaned  ten  thousand  pounds  to  the  town,  accepting  as  security 
money  derivable  from  liquor  licenses,  which  was  then  con- 
sidered sure  and  ample. 
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Weddings  were  frequently  occasions  of  disorder  wliicli  at 
last  liad  to  be  repressed.  Only  a  few  went  to  tlie  clinrcli  to  be 
married;  the  marriage  took  place  at  tlie  bride's  residence  in 
the  evening,  and  the  company  were  honored  or  annoyed  by 
a  multitude  outside,  who  were  firing  guns,  and  making  other 
noisy  demonstrations.  An  elderly  gentleman  on  the  night  of 
his  marriage  had  his  windows  broken  by  the  discharge  from 
a  cannon  near  his  house.  The  wedding  tour  was  not  then 
established,  the  many  were  married  on  Saturday  night  and 
went  to  their  customary  employments  on  Monday  morning. 

The  apprenticeship  system  prevailed  until  about  sixty 
years  ago,  and  most  mechanics  and  artizans  had  two  or  more, 
who  lived  in  their  master's  house,  who  were  fed  in  the 
kitchen.  After  their  day's  work  they  might  have  to  clean 
the  shoes  for  the  family,  and  scour  the  knives,  or  go  with  two 
buckets  and  a  hoop  to  a  pump  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  to 
get  water  for  the  household.  Labouring  men  and  charwomen 
expected  two  glasses  of  rum  a  day  at  least,  and  journeymen 
mechanics  also.  Apprentices  came  in  for  a  share  generally, 
and  were  thus  put  in  training  for  drunkenness.  Men  of  busi- 
ness kept  an  iron  chest  in  their  counting-houses,  in  which  was 
their  money,  gold,  silver  and  coins,  and  perhaps  a  few  pro- 
vincial notes,  and,  through  fear  of  burglars,  one  or  more  of 
the  clerks  slept  under  the  counter,  who  fed  at  the  master's 
table  and  lived  generally  in  the  same  house.  I  have  heard  of 
a  lady  w^ho  had  loaf  sugar  for  herself  and  husband,  brown 
sugar  for  the  clerk,  and  molasses  for  the  servant  girl  in  the 
kitchen. 

Clerks  received  .small  salaries;  $400  a  year  was  considered 
fair  compensation  for  a  competent  bookkeeper.  Servant  girls 
received  from  $2.00  to  $3.00  a  month.  The  late  Mr.  James 
Malcolm,  a  cabinet  maker,  a  very  intelligent  and  worthy  man 
came  here  from  Aberdeen  in  spring,  1819,  and  worked  all 
that  summer  as  a  joiner  in  the  house  then  being  built  for  Mr. 
Martin  Gay  Black  on  the  spot  where  the  Merchants'  Bank 
now  stands,  for  fifty  cents  a  day.    Ten  years  later  carpenters 
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were  receiving  from  75  cents  to  a  dollar,  according  to  their 
worth  as  workmen,  and  labourers  50  cents.  The  foreman  in 
the  best  cabinet-maker's  shop  had  only  six  dollars  a  week. 
Poor  people  had  to  exercise  much  self-denial.  Clothing  was 
expensive,  a  yard  of  grey  cotton  cost  seventeen  cents,  which 
now  can  be  had  for  eight  cents.  A  pound  of  tea  was  a  dollar, 
and  flour  was  $7.00  or  more  a  barrel.  Many  house-keepers 
mixed  wheat  and  rye  in  their  barrel,  rye  being  cheaper.  A 
barrel  of  rye  flour  cannot  now  be  had;  it  is  never  advertised. 
Oatmeal  was  obtainable  chiefly  at  the  drug-store  when  it  was 
wanted  for  a  gruel.  A  few  rich  Scotchmen  imported  a  keg 
occasionally  from  Glasgow  for  their  own  use.  Milk  was  ten 
cents  a  quart,  wine  measure,  equal  to  twelve  cents  for  the 
quart  we  now  get.  Fish  was  plentiful  and  cheap,  and  the 
men  who  caught,  sold  it.  A  dozen  canoes  would  be  seen  on  a 
morning  drawn  up  on  the  market-slip,  and  Indians  were 
vendors  of  lobsters  and  eels  which  they  had  speared,  and  of 
brooms  which  they  had  made.  Their  squaws  made  and  sold 
baskets ;  they  wore  blue  cloth  garments  with  red  gartering  for 
trimming  and  conical  caps  tastefully  beaded. 

Country  shops  kept  not  much  besides  rum,  tea  and 
tobacco,  every  farmer  expected  to  bring  his  own  produce  to 
Halifax  and  buy  his  supplies  of  dry  goods,  hardware  and 
groceries.  Good  sleighing  brought  most  of  them  here  in  one 
or  two  months  and  then  the  few  inhabitants  could  buy  meats 
very  cheaply,  but  for  the  rest  of  the  year  they  had  to  resort 
to  their  beef  and  pork  barrels,  as  the  town  butchers  were  not 
always  prepared  to  supply  them. 

People  of  fair  means  were  content  to  have  one  small  par- 
lour carpeted,  the  kitchen  floor  was  sanded,  and  that  of  the 
hall  and  staircase  painted  yellow,  sometimes  varied  with 
black.  Coal  was  not  less  than  7%  dollars  per  chaldron,  and 
a  cord  of  wood  from  2%  to  3  dollars.  Fire-places  were  large 
and  most  of  the  heat  escaped  up  the  chimney,  which  was 
large  enough  for  the  sweep  to  go  up  with  his  scraper  and 
brush.    Sweeping  of  chimneys,  as  it  is  now  done,  was  first 
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adopted  in  London,  and  proposed  by  a  Dr.  Birkbeek,  wlio  was 
ridiculed.    It  was  written  that 

"  In  spite  of  Dr.  Birkbeek's  noise, 

There  is  no  maciiine  like  climbing  boys." 

Our  fatliers  bad  to  suffer  more  from  cold  tban  we.  Tbere 
were  no  cooking-stoves,  and  none  in  tbe  ball,  and  double 
sasbes  were  unknown.  Wben  cooking-stoves  were  first  intro- 
duced, a  small  one  with  a  few  appliances  cost  $24.00,  and  a 
few  Franklin  grates  wbicb  were  imported  from  Scotland  cost 
$32.00  eacb,  and  tbis  wben  artisans  and  mecbanics  received 
from  75  cents  to  a  dollar  a  day.  Water-buckets,  tben  made 
by  coopers,  cost  a  dollar  eacb,  and  a  wasbing-tub,  two  dollars 
and  a  balf .    Most  bousekeepers  painted  tbem  at  tbeir  bomes. 

Sixty  or  more  years  ago,  a  large  class  of  vessels  was  em- 
ployed in  tbe  West  India  trade,  principally  witb  Jamaica, 
smaller  ones  went  to  otber  islands.  Our  wbarves  and  stores 
were  filled  witb  packages  of  rum,  sugar  and  molasses.  Mucb 
of  tbe  rum  was  sent  to  Quebec  for  tbe  Upper  Provinces.  West 
Indian  bouses  were  not  considered  safe,  and  a  young  man 
generally  went  as  supercargo.  Many  of  tbese  fell  victims  to 
yellow  fever.  Some  vessels  returning  witb  specie  never 
arrived  in  port. 

Pirates  were  very  numerous  in  tbe  Caribbean  Sea  wben 
tbe  Spanisb  colonies  were  in  revolt,  and  tbese  ostensible 
helpers  of  tbe  colonists  were  termed  patriots.  Wben  a  cargo 
of  fisb  was  sold  for  casb,  payment  was  made  in  doubloons  or 
dollars.  Tbere  were  no  banks,  and  bills  of  exchange  were  not 
often  to  be  had.'  It  would  be  known  when  a  cargo  was  sold 
for  cash,  and  wben  tbe  vessel  bad  got  far  on  her  homeward 
voyage  she  might  be  overtaken  by  a  piratical  craft,  propelled 
by  twenty  long  oars,  eacb  man  witb  a  cutlass  or  blunderbuss, 
and  witb  a  swivel-gun  on  her  bow.  The  pirates  knowing  that 
"  dead  men  tell  no  tales,"  on  taking  the  money,  made  the  crew 
walk  the  plank  and  scuttled  tbe  vessel.  A  brig  owned  by  the 
late  Mr.  Matthew  Richardson,  commanded  by  Captain  Coul- 
son,  was  sold  for  cash,  and  the  money,  dollars  in  boxes,  was 
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sent  down  about  nightfall  wlien  tlie  crew  were  ashore.  The 
captain  and  mate  received  it  and^bnried  the  boxes  in  the  lime- 
stone ballast  in  the  vessel.  It  was  said  the  crew  did  not  know 
it  was  there.  Shortly  after  leaving  port,  the  brig  was 
boarded  by  pirates  who  demanded  the  money,  and  Captain 
Conlson  denied  having  any.  They  did  not  believe  him,  and 
putting  a  noose  on  his  neck  hoisted  him  to  the  yard-arm. 
Lowering  him,  they  again  demanded  the  money,  and  a 
repeated  denial  caused  him  to  be  again  hoisted,  and  he  was 
raised  a  third  time,  after  which  the  pirates  left  him,  believ- 
ing he  had  no  money,  as  he  had  hazarded  his  life  for  it;  and 
he  brought  the  specie  home.  The  cords  of  his  neck  were 
severely  strained,  and  he  carried  his  head  towards  one 
shoulder  ever  after.  His  boy  Bill  Coulson  went  to  school  with 
me. 

These  piracies  were  stopped  by  the  establishment  of  the 
West  Indian  Bank,  which  had  its  head  office  in  London, 
whereby  bills  of  exchange  could  be  had  in  payment  of  the 
cargoes,  which  were  of  no  use  to  the  pirates.  The  British 
government  sent  out  small  steam-vessels  of  light  draught  well 
manned  and  armed,  and  these  went  into  the  small  bays  and 
coves  about  Cape  Antonio,  and  also  destroyed  the  piratical 
vessels.  A  gold  doubloon  should  weigh  17  dwts.  8  grains,  but 
they  often  came  here  light,  having  undergone  what  is  termed 
sweating,  by  being  shaken  together  in  a  flannel  bag  and 
chips,  after  which  the  bag  was  burned  and  the  chips  melted. 

Captain  Stewart,  afterwards  Sir  Houston  Stewart,  and  an 
admiral,  wintered  here  in  the  Menie  frigate  in  1825,  and 
introduced  the  game  of  curling,  which  was  played  on  a  pond 
known  then  as  Smith's  mill-dam,  east  of  Tower  Road. 

Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  succeeded  Sir  James  Kempt,  and 
his  coming  was  the  commencement  of  a  moral  and  religious 
reform  which  has  ever  since  been  progressing.  His  family 
and  he  walked  to  church  on  Sunday,  and  their  example  was 
generally  followed;  before  this,  those  who  had  carriages 
usually  drove.    Sir  Peregrine  was  a  devout  man,  and  when 
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governor  in  India,  used  liis  authority  to  stop  tlie  burning  of 
Hindoo  widows  on  tlie  funeral-pile  of  their  late  husbands. 
There  were  no  more  Sunday  afternoon  parades  of  troops,  and 
he  went  personally  and  forbade  the  Sunday  markets,  causing 
their  discontinuance. 

We  had  some  trade  with  Brazil,  and  raw  hides  and  other 
products  were  brought  home.  A  brig,  the  Trusty,  was  sent 
to  Calcutta,  and  the  sale  of  her  return  cargo  excited  great 
interest.  Two  packet  ships  were  built  at  Dartmouth  and 
plied  between  this  port  and  Liverpool,  England,  carrying 
deals  and  bringing  general  merchandise.  We  had  trade  with 
Hamburg  also,  and  with  Russia  and  with  Newfoundland. 
Seal  fishing  was  carried  on  for  some  years  and  whaling  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Enterprises  and  adventures  were  not  want- 
ing; our  young  men  entered  heartily  into  these  now  referred 
to. 

Halifax  was  severely  scourged  with  smallpox  in  1827,  and 
many  young  people  were  carried  off  by  it.  It  was  at  its  worst 
in  autumn  and  early  winter.  Those  who  died  in  the  morning 
were  buried  before  night. 

The  Asiatic  cholera  came  in  1834  and  held  sway  for  two 
or  three  months,  death  being  twenty  or  more  daily.  Dal- 
housie  College  was  used  as  an  hospital  and  the  interments 
were  mostly  at  Eort  Massey.  Large  trenches  were  dug  for 
reception  of  the  bodies,  which  were  coffined  roughly,  and 
borne  on  trucks  each  morning  for  burial.  The  disease  was 
very  fatal  among  the  soldiers.  The  Rifle  Brigade  suffered 
most  and  when  they  were  removed  to  Bedford  and  away  from 
the  barrack  privy  vaults,  the  disease  immediately  ceased 
among  them. 

In  the  so-called  "  good  old  times,"  there  was  no  Infants' 
Home,  and  bodies  of  these  were  not  unfrequently  found  where 
they  had  been  exposed  to  perish.  There  was  no  Orphans' 
Home,  no  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  or  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  and  the  insane,  whose  friends  could  not  give  them 
care  and  attention,  were  confined  in  the  Poor's  Asylum  and 
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sometimes  made  very  miserable  by  the  treatment  tbey 
received  from  those  who  bad  charge  of  them. 

The  treatment  of  patients  by  medical  men  was  very  differ- 
ent from  that  of  the  present  time.  We  may  reasonably  infer 
that  many  were  killed  whom  they  hoped  to  cure.  Profuse 
Iblood-letting,  dosing  and  blistering,  with  the  free  use  of  mer- 
curial remedies  and  refusing  fresh  air  and  cool  water  to  the 
sick,  we  now  think  were  absurd  doings.  Human  life  is  longer 
now,  since  strong  drinks  and  remedial  measures  for  sickness 
are  not  in  use  as  they  were. 

The  temperance  cause  has  grown  in  favor  with  the  public 
the  last  thirty  or  forty  years.  I  have  seen  three  soldiers 
buried  at  one  funeral  who  had  choked  in  their  drink  on 
Christmas.  Colonel  Lockyer,  of  the  97th,  said  he  dreaded  St. 
Stephen  more  than  any  other  saint  in  the  calendar.  St. 
Stephen's  day  is  the  26th  day  of  December,  and  he  had  then 
many  offenders  to  deal  with  and  hardly  knew  how  to  punish 
them,  drunkenness  being  thought  excusable  at  Christmas. 

Sobriety  brings  thoughtfulness,  and  religious  and  human 
institutions  are  increased  and  strengthened.  A  gradual 
improvement  has  been  visible  since  the  cholera  in  1834,  and 
our  city  is  as  decorous  and  moral  as  any  port  of  the  same  size. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  many  elderly  people  that  men  in  trade  are 
not  as  honest  as  formerly,  but  credit  was  not  then  as  generally 
given,  and  goods  are  now  produced  far  in  excess  of  all  prob- 
able consumption,  and  the  producers  and  vendors  are  anxious 
to  find  purchasers  and  ready  to  dispose  of  them  without  any 
substantial  guarantee.  The  purchasing  capacity  is  greatly 
increased,  and  most  people  can  enjoy  many  more  comforts 
than  their  fathers  could  have  hoped  for. 

Our  young  people  go  abroad,  but  those  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States  and  New  York  go  to  the  far  west  in  as  large  pro- 
portion as  ours  have  gone  hence  to  those  places.  Uneasiness, 
desire  for  wealth,  and  opportunities  and  means  for  travel 
cause  many  to  leave  homes  where  they  might  remain  and  be 
comfortable,  if  they  woul'd  be  as  self-denying  and  as  persist- 


RECOLLECTIONS    OF    OLD  HALIFAX. 


101 


ent  in  labours  as  most  have  to  be  who  emigrate.  It  is  known 
that  some  of  the  finest  townships  in  tbe  State  of  'New  York 
have  no  more  population  tban  tbey  bad  forty  years  since. 
The  many  have  gone  west.  The  same  is  true  of  Massachu- 
setts, e  know  that  dwellers  by  the  sea  are  always  travellers, 
and  our  people  will  not  be  an  exception,  and  Sam  Slick  in  his 
usual  ludicrous  way  asked  the  question,  Who  will  say  that 
is  not  a  bread  country  where  every  man  eats  fine  Genessee  ?  " 
• — a  good  wheat  fiour  which  was  generally  known. 

If  we  have  a  Grovernment,  Dominion,  local  or  civic,  that 
does  not  give  satisfaction,  it  can  be  changed  when  we  agree 
upon  what  we  want,  and  more  than  this  cannot  be  had  in  any 
country,  and  we  must  not  indulge  in  fault-finding  or  in  the 
opinion  that  we  are  the  most  unfortunate  and  worst-governed 
of  all  peoples;  and  by  cultivating  "a  contented  mind"  we 
may  enjoy  "  a  continual  feast."  There  are  no  people  more 
favorably  situated  than  those  in  the  British  Colonies,  and 
there  are  few,  if  any  countries,  having  more  natural  advan- 
tages than  Nova  Scotia. 

Halifax  continues  to  grow  and  has  now  about  40,000  of 
population.  There  cannot  be  much  centralization,  as  there 
are  harbours  for  outlet  in  every  direction,  no  part  of  the  prov- 
ince being  more  than  thirty  miles  from  the  sea.  Our  people 
are  on  the  whole  as  well  clothed,  fed  and  lodged  as  those  of 
any  land.  For  the  good  we  have  let  us  be  thankful,  and  like 
wise  men  unite  our  thoughts  and  energies  to  get  as  much 
more  as  we  can. 

We  are  justly  proud  in  being  connected  with  an  empire 
on  which  the  sun  never  sets,  and  we  may  rest  assured  there 
are  none  better  governed  than  those  who  can  unite  in  singing 
God  Save  the  Queen." 


DOCKYARD  MEMORANDA  1894. 

By  Charles  H,  Stubbing,  Esq. 

Note.— Short  History  of  the  H.  M.  Naval  Yard,  Halifax,  N.  S..  compiled  from  the 
original  documents  &c.,  by  Charles  Stubbing,  Admiralty  Clerk  (Higher  Division), 
employed  in  that  Establishment  from  1867  to  1893. 

In  latitude  44°  39'  26^'  north,  longitude  63°  3T'  48'^  west, 
variation  21°  18'  68"  W.,  determined  in  1828  and  1829,  is 
situated  the  Naval  Yard,  now  known  as  H.  M.  Dockyard,  at 
the  north  end  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  This  site 
was  secured  under  deed  of  the  seventh  day  of  February,  in 
the  32nd  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George  the 
Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  King,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1759.  This  was 
signed  by  Charles  Lawrence,  Captain-General  and  Governor- 
in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  under  the 
great  seal  of  Great  Britain.    The  deed  runs, 

^'  We  have  given  granted  and  confirmed  to  Admiral 
Phillip  Durrell  Joseph  Gerrish  and  William  Nesbitt 
Esqrs.  in  trust  for  uses  hereinafter  mentioned  two  lots 
or  parcels  of  ground  situate  lying  and  being  in  the  north 
suburbs  of  Halifax  at  or  near  the  place  commonly  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Gorham's  Point  one  of  said  lots  being 
formerly  occupied  or  held  by  Messrs.  Brown  &  Freeman  and 
is  bounded  on  the  lot  formerly  possessed  by  Colonel  Gorham, 
from  thence  measuring  400  feet  on  the  beach  430  feet  on 
Colonel  Gorham's  lot  340  feet  on  Captain  Cook's  and  on 
German  Street  400  feet  the  other  lot  hereby  granted  being 
formerly  occupied  and  held  by  Ephraim  Cook  Esqre.  and 
measuring  on  the  beach  400  feet  on  Brown  and  Freeman's 
lot  350  feet  on  the  Landing  Place  and  on  German  Street  100 
feet  said  two  lots  or  parcels  of  ground  containing  by  estimation 
seven  acres  more  or  less  to  have  and  to  hold  with  all  privi* 
leges  and  profits  thereunto  belonging  as  before  described,  to 
them  the  said  Phillip  Durrell  Joseph  Gerrish  and  William 
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Nesbitt  that  is  to  say  in  trust  to  and  for  tlie  use  and  nses 
of  a  Naval  Yard  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty's  Navy  or  such 
other  uses  as  His  Majesty  shall  direct  and  appoint  and  to  or 
for  no  other  use  intent  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

This  area  established  under  deeds  executed  by  Captain 
General  Charles  Lawrence  and  others,  duly  signed  and  wit- 
nessed by  Archibald  Hinshelwood,  Secretary,  appears  to  be 
the  nucleus  of  the  present  Dockyard.  By  deed  of  4th  Jan- 
uary, on  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  Third,  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1765,  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  north  end 
of  the  Naval  Yard  and  butted  and  bounded  beginning  at  the 
Main  Street  and  measuring  on  the  Naval  Yard  178  feet  to 
the  edge  of  the  watering  wharf,  thence  on  the  said  wharf  44 
feet  on  Mr.  Mauger's  lot  and  shed  45  feet  and  on  the  same 
at  right  angles  4  feet  thence  continuing  on  Mr.  Mauger's 
Distillery  Yard  up  to  corner  bounds  on  the  Main  Street  98 
feet,"  was  given,  granted  by  Montague  Wilmot,  Esq.,  Cap- 
tain-General and  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  the  Eight 
Honble.  Alexander  Lord  Colvill,  Hear  Admiral  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  his  heirs  and  successors  in  the  said 
command  for  extension  of  the  Naval  Yard. 

By  deed  registered  25th  June,  1783,  John  Parr,  Esq., 
tain-General  and  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  the  Right 
granted  a  lot  of  20  acres,  more  or  less,  of  land  unto  George 
Thomas,  Esq.,  naval  storekeeper,  and  to  John  Halliburton, 
Esq.,  surgeon  and  agent  for  sick  and  hurt  seamen,  for  the 
use,  intent  and  purpose  of  the  hospital  for  the  reception  of 
sick  and  hurt  seamen  of  H.  M.  Royal  Navy.  A  portion  of 
this  area  now  forms  the  surroundings  of  Admiralty  House 
and  grounds.  The  deed  is  signed  by  Richard  Bulkeley  and 
Arthur  Goold,  Registrar. 

By  deed  of  28th  September,  1790,  and  duly  signed  by  the 
executors  of  Joshua  Mauger,  Esq.,  5%  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing the  site  deeded  on  4th  January,  1765,  was  purchased  for 
a  Careening  Yard  for  £500  sterling  during  the  period  that 
Henry  Duncan,  Esq.,  was  the  commissioner  of  H.  M.  Naval 
Yard,  and  George  Thomas,  Esq.,  naval  storekeeper,  who  paid 
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the  sum  to  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Manger  on  12th  October,  1790, 
through  John  Turner,  attorney. 

By  deed  dated  10th  November,  1814,  a  piece  of  land  lying 
and  being  on  the  highroad  leading  from  Halifax,  N.  S., 
towards  the  Governor's  north  farm,  containing  about  5  acres, 
more  or  less,  was  purchased  from  Andrew  Bauer,  butcher,  for 
£1,000  by  the  Hon.  Alexander  Forrester  Cochrane,  G.  C.  B., 
Yice-Admiral  and  Commander-in-Chief,  for  a  site  and  appen- 
dage to  the  dwelling  house  about  to  be  built  at  Her  Majesty's 
expense  for  the  residence  of  the  admiral  or  officer  command- 
ing H.  M.  ships  in  the  port  of  Halifax. 

This  deed  is  signed  by  Andrew  Bauer,  in  the  presence  of 
Thomas  Bauer  and  James  Proud,  and  executed  and  certified 
to  by  Richard  Fitz-Uniacke,  Attorney-General. 

The  area  of  land  specified  in  the  five  foregoing  deeds 
formed  what  was  the  site  of  the  naval  establishments  intact, 
before  the  extension  of  Lockman  Street,  North  Street  Rail- 
way Terminus,  together  with  the  recent  extension  to  the  Deep 
Water  railway  wharf  south  of  the  Dockyard. 

The  following  dates  are  on  stones  in  parts  of  the  establish- 
ment as  specified: — Mast  house,  1759;  sail  loft,  1769;  oil 
store,  1770;  Dockyard  gate,  1770;  Dockyard  gate  rebuilt, 
1844;  Dockyard  gate  rebuilt,  1883;  hospital  gate,  1809;  on 
landing  stage  steps,  H.  E,.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  landed 
here  30th  July,  1860. 

On  a  stone  south  of  the  storehouse,  near  the  landing  stage 
and  steps  for  boats,  are  the  following  words: — 

The  latitude  and  longitude  of  this  spot,  determined  in 
1828  and  1829  by  Mr.  Jones,  master  of  H.  M.  S.  Hussar, 
assisted  by  Mr.   Jauncey,   admiralty  mate,   from  lunar 

^'  occultations  of  stars  and  numerous  other  observations 
according  to  the  order  of  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Charles  Ogle,  Bt.,  Com- 

''mander-in-Chief.  Latitude,  44°  39^  26''  N;  longitude, 
630  37^  48''  W;  variation,  21^  18'  68"  W." 
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On  two  marble  tablets  in  the  billiard  room  of  Admiralty 
House  are  the  names  of  the  commanders-in-chief  of  the  North 
American  and  West  Indian  stations,  from  1767  to  the  present 
time : — 

1767 — Commodore  Samuel  Hood. 
1770  James  Gambler. 

1771 — Admiral  John  Montagu. 
1774  Samuel  Graves. 

1776         "       Lord  Howe. 
1779         "       Hon.  John  Byron. 

1779  Harriot  Arbuthnot. 

1780  Thomas  Graves. 

1781  "       Harriot  Arbuthnot. 

1781 —  Rear-Admiral  Hon.  Robert  Digby. 

1782—  Commodore  Sir  E.  Affleck. 

1783  Sir  Charles  Douglas. 

1785 — Rear-Admiral  Herbert  Sawyer. 

1789— Sir  Eichard  Hughes. 

1794 — Yice-Admiral  Sir  Hon.  George  Hurray. 

1796  George  Vandeput. 

1800  "  Sir  William  Parker,  Bt. 

1802  Sir  A.  Hitchell,  Kt.,  K.  B. 

1806  Hon  G.  C.  Berkeley. 

1807  Sir  I.  B.  Warren,  Bt. 
1810 — Rear-Admiral  H.  Sawyer. 

1812— Vice-Admiral  Sir  I.  B.  Warren,  Bt.,  K.  B. 

1813  "  Hon.  Sir  A.  Cochrane,  G.  C.  B. 

1814 — Rear-Admiral  Edward  Griffith. 

1816  "  Sir  David  Hilne,  K.  C.  B. 

1818  "  Edward  Griffith. 

1821  W.  C.  Fahie,  C.  B. 

1824  W.  G.  Lake. 

1827  Sir  Charles  Ogle,  Bt. 

1830  Sir  E.  G.  Colpoys,  K.  C.  B. 

1832— Yice-Admiral  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  G.  Cockburn,  G.  C.  B. 

1836  Sir  P.  Halkett,  Bt.,  K.  C.  H. 

1837  Hon.  Sir  C.  Paget,  G.  C.  H. 
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1839— Vice-Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Harvey,  K.  C.  B. 


1841  Sir  Charles  Adam,  K.  C.  B. 

1844  Sir  Francis  Austin,  K.  C.  B. 

1848  "  Et.  Hon.  Earl  Dundonald,  G.  C.  B. 

1851  Sir  G.  F.  Seymour,  G.  C.  H. 

1853  "  Arthur  Fanshaw,  C.  B. 

1856  "  Sir  Houston  Stewart,  K.  C.  B. 

1860  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  K.  C.  B. 

1864  Sir  James  Hope,  K.  C.  B. 

1867  Sir  Eodney  Mundy,  K.C.B.,  D.C.L. 

1869  George  G.  Wellesley,  C.  B. 

1870  "  E.  G.  Fanshawe,  C.  B. 
1873            "           George  G.  Wellesley,  C.  B. 

1876    .  Sir  A.  Cooper  Key,  K.C.B.,  F.E.S. 

1878  "  Sir  E.  A.  Inglefield,  Kt.,  C.  B., 

F.  E.  S.,  D.  C.  L. 

1880  Sir  F.  L.  McClintock,  Kt.,  F.E.S. , 

D.  C.  L. 

1882  "  Sir   John   E.    Commerell,   Y.  C, 

G.  C.  B. 

1885  Earl  Clanwilliam,  K.  C.  B.,  K.  C. 

M.  G, 

1886  Sir  Algernon  M.  Lyons,,  K.  C.  B. 
1888  Sir  George  Watson,  K.  C.  B. 
189i            "           Sir  John  0.  Hopkins,  K.  C.  B. 


The  Naval  Hospital  and  Cemetery,  as  at  present,  occupy 
4  acres,  3  roods  and  33  poles.  Up  to  1860  there  appears  to 
have  been  no  regular  or  systematic  record  of  interments  in 
burial  ground. 

vJn  the  3rd  November,  1860,  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  K.C.B., 
established  a  register  of  deaths,  and  divided  the  cemetery  into 
30  sections,  numbered  1  to  30. 

Tne  record  of  deaths  from  the  surgeons  of  ships  gives  the 
name,  age,  where  born,  date  of  death,  ship's  name  and  num- 
ber borne  on  ship's  books,  where  died,  and  nature  of  disease 
and  cause  of  death,  in  what  part  of  cemetery  buried,  with  the 
name  of  the  officiating  clergyman  at  the  interment;  all  of 
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which  is  duly  inserted  in  the  official  register,  with  a  detailed 
account  sent  quarterly  to  the  Medical  Director,  General 
Admiralty,  England. 

For  some  time  no  regiilar  provision  was  made  to  keep 
the  cemetery  in  anything  like  good  order  until  Vice-Admiral 
Fanshawe,  in  1871,  improved  the  divisions  of  the  plan,  and 
made  permanent  provision  in  the  annual  naval  estimates  for 
keeping  it  in  good  order,  which  is  now  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
man  who  lives  in  the  lodge  at  the  Lockman  Street  entrance 
to  Admiralty  House  grounds. 

The  oldest  grave  bearing  any  mark  in  the  naval  cemetery 
is  on  a  headstone  dated  1808,  for  Fredrick  Scales,  seaman 
H.  M.  S.  Vernon. 

The  most  interesting  stone  is  that  known  as  the  Shannon 
Monument,  standing  in  No.  5  section.  On  this  monument 
the  word  "  Shannon  "  is  on  the  north  face,  and  "  Brooke  " 
on  the  south.  On  the  east  face  is  the  original  stone,  with 
the  words:  "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  seamen  who 
died  at  this  hospital  of  the  wounds  they  received  on  board 
H.  M.  S.  Shannon  in  the  glorious  action  in  which  she  cap- 
"  tured  the  United  States  Frigate  Chesapeal^e,  on  1st  June, 
"  1813 — Owen  Callaghan,  Peter  Lawson,  Francis  Albert, 
"  Francis  Dixon,  John  Anthony." 

On  the  West  face  are  the  words  :  "  This  stone  slab  on  the 
opposite  face  was  recovered,  restored  and  fixed  in  this  gran- 
ite  monument  by  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Rodney  Mundy,  K.  C. 
^'B.,  Commander-in-Chief,  and  James  Ashby,  C.  B., 
"  Secretary,  1868." 

It  is  here  observed  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  have  always  been  very  liberal  in  making  ample 
provision  for  the  maintenance  of  repairs,  and  building  new 
structures  at  Halifax  naval  establishments,  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Royal  navy  on  the  North  American 
station;  and  the  respective  commanders-in-chief  have  invari- 
ably, during  their  limited  visits  to  Halifax,  carefully  super- 
vised and  inspected  the  various  works  and  appropriations  in 
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hand,  and  to  be  undertaken.  It  is  hoped  tliat  the  time  is  not 
far  distant,  as  the  facilities  for  obtaining  materials  and  labor 
for  the  repair  of  H.  M.  ships  at  Halifax,  together  with  the 
importance  of  the  position  of  that  port  as  a  naval  depot,  are 
yearly  becoming  more  recognized  by  the  practical  and  observ- 
ant commanders-in-chief,  singularly  noticeable  under  the 
command  of  Vice- Admiral  Sir  John  Omaney  Hopkins, 
K.  C.  B.,  that  a  permanent  executive  naval  officer  will  be  in 
charge  of  these  establishments,  and  thereby  keep  in  constant 
touch  with  the  numerous  details  of  work,  appropriations, 
expenditure  and  governmental  control  of  H.  M.  naval  depart- 
ments. 


NOTES  ON  NOVA  SCOTIAN  PRIVATEERS. 


GEORGE  E.  E.  NICHOLS. 

Hardly  had  the  newly  re-organized  colony  of  Nova  Scotia 
disposed  of  the  troublesome  Acadians  than  the  Government 
was  called  upon  to  join  in  a  struggle  that  was  to  terminate 
French  influence  in  British  North  America.  Though  nomin- 
ally at  peace,  the  French  and  English  in  America  had  been 
engaged  in  hostilities  for  some  time  previous  to  a  formal 
Declaration  of  War.  On  August  9th,  in  the  year  1756,  war 
was  publicly  declared  against  France  at  Halifax,  and  the 
maritime  portion  of  our  population  immediately  sought  means 
for  harassing  the  enemy. 

I. 

1756-1T63. 

Within  three  months  after  the  declaration  of  war,  royal 
instructions  were  received  at  Halifax  authorizing  the  issue 
of  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals  against  the  enemy.  At 
the  same  time  instructions  were  issued  under  the  great  seal  of 
Great  Britain,  for  the  commanders  of  such  merchant  ships 
and  vessels,  as  might  have  letters  of  marque  or  commissions 
for  private  men-of-war  against  the  French.  Under  these 
instructions  it  was  lawful  for  the  commanders  of  letters-of- 
marque  vessels  to  set  upon  by  force  of  arms,  and  subdue  and 
take  the  men-of-war,  ships  and  other  vessels,  also  the  goods, 
monies  and  merchandise  belonging  to  the  French  king,  his 

Note.— I  have  some  hes^itancy  in  presenting  my  paper  before  this  Society,  for  the 
following  reasons :  In  the  first  place,  the  preparation  of  a  paper  on  Nova  Scotian 
Privateers  has  been  particularly  difficult  owing  to  the  lack  of  information  to  be  ob- 
tained on  certain  periods  which  it  ought  to  cover.  Although  the  early  records  of  the 
Nova  Scotia  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  are  catalogued  as  being  among  the  Provincial 
Archives,  diligent  search  has  failed  to  reveal  their  whereabouts.  In  many  cases  but 
bare  notes  of  applications  for  Letters  of  Marque  are  in  existence  and  no  further  in- 
formation about  the  vessels  is  obtainable.  Little  has  been  written  on  my  subject  and 
almost  nothing  can  be  derived  from  the  work  of  others  interested  in  our  local  history. 
Bearing  this  in  mind,  I  hope  that  the  few  notes  that  I  have  collected  may  be  of  interest 
as  throwing  light  on  a  subject  hitherto  not  presented  for  this  Society's  consideration. 

(Ill) 
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subjects  and  vassals.  Prizes  were  directed  to  be  taken  to  any 
port  in  H.  M.  Dominions  tbat  sbonld  be  most  convenient,  and 
tliere  to  be  adjudicated  upon  by  tbe  High  Court  of  Admiralty. 
No  persons  taken  or  surprised  in  any  vessel,  tbougb  known  to 
be  of  tbe  enemy,  were  to  be  killed  in  cold  blood,  tortured, 
maimed,  or  inhumanely  treated  contrary  to  the  common 
usages  of  war.  After  condemnation  of  any  prize  by  tlie 
Admiralty  Court,  it  was  lawful  for  the  captors  to  sell  the 
prize  in  open  market  to  their  best  advantage. 

Before  obtaining  a  letter  of  marque,  particulars  of  ship's 
tonnage,  armament,  ammunition,  etc.,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  owners,  officers  and  men  were  to  be  given  to  the 
Admiralty  Court  and  there  registered.  A  regular  account  of 
captures  and  proceedings  had  to  be  kept,  and  any  valuable 
information  obtained  about  the  enemy  had  to  be  reported. 
Privateers  were  not  permitted,  under  peril,  to  fly  any  colours 
usually  shown  by  the  King's  ships,  but  in  addition  to  the 
merchant  flags  then  used  had  to  fly  a  red  Jack  with  the  Union 
Jack  described  in  the  upper  corner.  Prisoners  were  forbidden 
to  be  ransomed,  for  commissioners  were  appointed  in  the  sea- 
port towns  to  take  charge  of  them  and  arrange  for  their 
exchange.  Before  a  letter  of  marque  was  issued,  bail  with 
sureties  was  required  either  on  behalf  of  the  owners,  if  resi- 
dent, or  the  captain.  The  amount  of  bail  varied  according 
to  the  number  of  men  the  ship  carried.  If  her  crew  num- 
bered upwards  of  150  men,  £3,000  sterling  was  required, 
while  if  less  than  this  number,  £1,500. 

Similar  instructions  have  regulated  our  privateers  both 
at  that  period  and  in  those  that  followed  it.  With  these 
instructions  came  royal  commands  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province  were  to  be  encouraged  in  every  way  to  fit  out  priva- 
teers to  distress  and  annoy  the  enemy.  So  great  was  the 
desire  of  our  maritime  population  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  war,  that  in  July,  1756,  before  war  was  declared  at 
Halifax,  one  William  Knox,  of  Halifax,  petitioned  Governor 
Lawrence  for  a  letter  of  marque. 
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At  his  own  expense  Xnox  fitted  out,  armed  and  manned 
tlie  sloop  Sea  Flower,^  and  sailed  forth  on  a  cruise  to  the  east- 
ward in  quest  of  any  intelligence  of  the  enemy;  information 
regarding  the  enemy  was  not  the  only  object  of  Knox's  cruise, 
for  he  hoped  to  capture  some  French  vessels  off  the  coast  of 
Cape  Breton  which  were  carrying  on  contraband  trade. 

While  he  issued  a  warrant  authorizing  this  cruise.  Gover- 
nor Lawrence  stated  that  although  no  authority  had  been 
given  him  to  grant  letters  of  marque,  yet  Captain  Knox 
should  receive  the  benefit  of  any  captures  he  might  effect. 

The  first  privateer  to  be  fitted  out  at  this  port  was  the 
armed  schooner  Lawrence  ^  of  100  tons  burthen.  Malachy  Sal- 
ter and  Robert  Saunderson,  merchants  of  Halifax,  owned  and 
fitted  out  the  Lawrence,  and  on  the  16th  November,  1756,  she 
sailed  from  here  on  a  six  months'  cruise,  to  the  southward 
against  the  enemy.  On  her  were  Captain  Joseph  Rous,  in 
command,  Robinson  Ford  as  first  lieutenant,  Andrew  Gard- 
ner as  captain,  and  a  crew  of  100  men.  The  Lawrence  was 
armed  with  fourteen  carriage  guns,  four-pounders,  twenty 
swivel  guns,  besides  small  arms  and  ammunition  sufficient 
for  a  six  months  cruise.  Although  the  log  of  the  Lawrence 
has  been  preserved  and  is  now  among  the  manuscript  records 
of  Nova  Scotia,  it  is  chiefiy  interesting  as  a  curiosity  rather 
than  for  any  account  of  an  engagement  with  the  enemy.* 

The  fitting  out  of  the  Lawrence  was  quickly  followed  by 
commissions  to  the  ship  Hertford  and  the  Musheto. 

The  Hertford  ^  was  a  vessel  of  300  tons,  armed  with  twenty 
carriage  guns,  carrying  a  crew  of  ITO  and  equipped  for  a  six 
months'  cruise.  Thomas  Lewis  was -her  commander,  John 
Eashard  first  lieutenant,  and  John  Thomas,  master. 

Joshua  Mauger  and  John  Hale,  both  of  Halifax,  were  the 
sole  owners  of  the  Musheto^VZ^)  tons,  eighty  men),  while  Hale 
was  a  part  owner  of  the  Hertford.  These  vessels  sailed  on 
their  first  cruise  in  November,  1T56,  and  probably  in  company 
with  the  Lawrence. 

*  A  study  of  the  Log  of  the  Lawrence  by  Prof.  A.  MacMechan  was  published  in 
Acadiensis  in  July  1902,  under  the  title  of  "  A  Halifax  Privateer  in  1757." 
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During  the  Seven  Years'  War,  which  lasted  from  1756  to 
1763,  I  can  learn  of  at  least  fifteen  privateers  that  were  armed 
and  fitted  out  at  this  port.  The  names  of  these  vessels  and  of 
their  commanders  have  been  preserved  to  us,  together  with 
the  particulars  of  their  tonnage,  armament  and  number  of 
their  crev/.  These  privateers  were  both  larger  and  more 
heavily  armed  than  their  successors  of  the  Revolutionary 
period.  Several  of  them  were  ships  of  three  and  four  hundred 
tons  burthen,  carrying  upwards  of  160  men  and  armed  with 
as  many  as  twenty  carriage  guns  and  twenty-two  swivels.  The 
tonnage  of  these  vessels  seems  to  be  no  indication  of  their 
armament,  for  the  small  schooner  Lawrence  of  100  tons,  car- 
ried fourteen  carriage  guns  and  twenty  swivels,  while  the 
Wasp,  another  vessel  of  the  same  size,  carried  twenty  guns 
and  150  men. 

The  majority  of  the  cruises  starting  from  Halifax  were 
directed  against  the  French  in  southern  waters,  and  the  com- 
missions authorizing  them  generally  named  six  months  as 
the  period  during  which  they  might  be  lawfully  prosecuted. 

Captains  Sylvanus  Cobb,  Jeremiah  Rogers  and  others 
engaged  in  cruising  along  the  shores  of  this  Province,  in  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  and  against  the  French  at  Chignecto,  Minas. 
Basin  and  the  River  St.  John. 

Several  of  the  privateers  fitted  out,  sailing  from  this  port 
during  the  Seven  Years'  War,  were  not  owned  in  Nova  Scotia 
but  in  other  Colonies  or  in  England.  Among  them  were  the 
ship  Earl  of  Loudon^  a  vessel  of  300  tons,  owned  by  George 
Smith,  of  Philadelphia;  the  ship  Haldane,  owned  by  Isaac 
Ross,  of  London,  and  the  ship  Earl  of  Macclesfield.  In  such 
cases  Halifax  merchants  went  bondsmen  on  behalf  of  the 
owners,  for  the  proper  carrying  out  of  the  instructions  issued 
with  a  letter  of  marque. 

The  names  of  Joshua  Mauger,  Michael  Francklin, 
William  Ball,  John  Hale,  Malachy  Salter,  Robert  Saunder- 
sor.  and  Thomas  Saul,  leading  merchants  of  Halifax,  were 
among  those  who  owned  the  privateers  sailing  from  this  port. 
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Messrs.  Salter,  Francklin  and  Mauger  were  more  deeply 
interested  than  the  others  whose  names  are  mentioned,  and 
their  names  have  come  down  to  us  as  men  full  of  enterprise 
and  willingness  to  embark  on  a  venturesome  project. 

A  sketch  of  onr  naval  exploits  during  the  period  of  the 
Seven  Years'  War  would  not  be  complete  without  more  than 
passing  reference  to  Captain  Silvanus  Cobb.  ^  For  many  years 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Provincial  Government,  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  province  and  of  the  various  political 
intrigues  therein  made  him  a  most  valued  assistant  to  the 
authorities  at  Halifax.  We  first  hear  of  Silvanus  Cobb  as  the 
commander  of  a  Boston  privateer  in  an  expedition  against  the 
French  in  the  year  1744.  Following  this  he  held  a  commis- 
sion as  captain  in  Colonel  Gorham's  Regiment  raised  in  New 
England  for  the  expedition  which  besieged  and  captured 
Louisburg  in  1745.  After  the  reduction  of  Louisburg,  Cobb 
received  a  commission  from  Governor  Cornwallis  appointing 
him  commander  of  the  sloop  York,  and  from  then  (1750) 
until  1759  he  was  almost  constantly  engaged  in  executing  the 
commands  of  the  Government.  The  trusted  friend  of  Corn- 
wallis, Cobb  was  frequently  sent  to  Boston  as  the  bearer  of 
despatches,  and  personally  to  solicit  the  assistance  of  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  Phipps,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

His  cruises  were  not  always  of  such  a  peaceful  nature. 
Under  orders,  Cobb  proceeded  in  1750  on  an  expedition 
against  the  French  at  the  Piver  St.  John,  and  the  Indians  at 
Chignecto,  carrying  with  him  explicit  instructions  to 
apprehend  the  Abbe  Le  Loutre,  regarded  as  the  instigator  of 
the  trouble  with  the  Indians. 

In  1757  (November  20th)  Cobb  sailed  on  a  coasting  cruise 
against  the  French  in  the  sloop  Yorh  and  Halifax,  armed 
with  six  carriage  guns,  four  swivels,  and  carrying  forty  men. 
Whether  this  vessel  was  the  same  one  as  the  sloop  York, 
which  he  had  previously  commanded,  I  am  unable  to  ascer- 
tain. 
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Just  previous  to  the  second  siege  of  Louisburg,  General 
Monckton  selected  Silvanns  Cobb  to  conduct  General  Wolfe 
on  an  expedition  to  reconnoitre  that  fortress.  As  tbeir  vessel 
sailed  into  tbe  harbour  under  a  heavy  fire,  no  one  was  allowed 
on  deck  but  Cobb  at  the  helm  and  Wolfe  in  the  foresheets. 
General  Wolfe  observed  that  they  approached  as  near  as  he 
wished,  for  his  purpose,  but  Cobb  made  yet  another  tack.  As 
they  hove  about  Wolfe  exclaimed  with  approbation,  Well, 
Cobb,  I  shall  never  doubt  but  you  will  carry  me  near 
enough."  There  is  also  a  tradition  that  Cobb  piloted  the 
boat,  which  carried  General  Wolfe  ashore  at  the  final  siege 
of  Louisburg. 

At  one  time  Cobb  had  his  residence  at  Chignecto  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  Lawrence,  but  about  1760  he  built  a 
large  house  in  Liverpool,  the  frame  of  which  is  said  to  have 
come  from  New  England.  This  house  is  still  standing,  and 
an  object  of  interest  to  many  a  curious  stranger.  Cobb  was  at 
the  siege  of  Havana  in  the  year  1762,  where  he  died,  after 
a  long  and  honorable  record  of  service  to  his  country.  He  is 
said  to  have  expressed  regret  that  he  had  not  met  a  soldier's 
death  in  battle. 

II. 

1776-1783. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  American  Revolution,  our 
shores  were  constantly  infested  with  American  privateers, 
against  whom  there  seems  to  have  been  no  organized  system 
of  defence. 

A  proclamation^  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Arbuthnot,  dated 
5th  December,  1775,  proclaimed  martial  law  throughout  the 
province.  This  proclamation  recites  the  growth  of  the  rebel- 
lion in  the  American  colonies,  the  insults  and  attacks  upon 
this  province,  and  the  great  injury  to  our  trade;  armed  vessels 
fitted  out  by  the  rebels,  having  several  times  traitorously  and 
illegally  seized  and  made  prizes  of  our  vessels. 
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In  consequence  of  tliese  acts,  it  was  thonglit  that  tlie 
spring  circuit  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Annapolis  and  Cum- 
berland would  be  attended  with  so  much  danger  that  it  was 
dispensed  with,  to  avert  the  possible  capture  of  the  judges 
and  officers  of  the  court  by  piratical  cruisers  in  the  Bay  of 
Eundy. 

A  vessel  with  valuable  cargo  had  been  captured  in  the  ice 
at  Merigomish,  and  another  in  Pictou  Harbour  by  strategy. 
Fort  Morris,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Liverpool  River,  had  also 
been  surprised  and  captured. 

At  Cape  Eorchu,  in  the  County  of  Yarmouth,  the  crews 
of  two  armed  vessels  took  the  inhabitants  prisoners,  captured 
a  brig  bound  to  Nantucket,  and  three  other  prizes.  Two  hos- 
tile vessels  had  lately  appeared  olf  Canso,  where  they  captured 
a  vessel. 

Two  armed  vessels  sent  by  Congress  to  cruise  in  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  visited  Charlottetown,  plundered  the  place 
and  carried  off  Mr.  Callbach,  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
the  surveyor-general,  as  prisoners  to  the  New  England  States. 

At  Yarmouth'*  the  town  was  invaded  by  two  armed 
schooners  carrying  eight  guns,  sixteen  swivels  and  eighty  men 
each,  and  the  officers  of  the  militia  were  carried  away 
prisoners.  This  attack  upon  Yarmouth  seems  to  have  been 
contrary  to  instructions,  for  the  invaders  were  from  Salem, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  with  whom  the  people  of  Yar- 
mouth had  constant  trade  and  intercourse,  and  to  whom  they 
were  bound  by  many  ties  of  relationship.  In  the  indignation 
that  followed,  the  sympathy  shown  by  the  people  of  Yarmouth 
with  the  Revolution  saved  them  from  further  ill  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  their  late  countrymen. 

At  Cornwallis,  ^  thirty  or  forty  armed  men  came  up  the 
river  in  whaleboats  and  plundered  the  house  of  Stephen  Best 
of  everything  of  value  and  easy  carriage,  including  cash 
to  the  value  of  £1,000. 

At  Digby  a  landing  was  made,  but  no  damage  done. 
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Rebels  from  Machias  landed  at  St.  Jolin,  burned  tbe  fort, 
and  barracks,  and  captured  a  brig  loaded  with  cattle  for  the 
Royal  Army  at  Boston. 

Before  the  end  of  1776, nearly  350  prizes  had  been  taken 
by  the  American  vessels,  and  English  insurance  rates  had 
risen  to  25  per  cent. 

The  boldness  of  their  raids  caused  such  wide-spread  alarm 
that  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Cornwallis,  Horton,  Kings 
County  and  the  western  shores  of  this  province,  anxiously 
petitioned  the  Grovernment  to  protect  the  coast  from  further 
insults  and  depredations  and  asked  for  supplies  of  ammuni- 
tion for  the  militia.  -  The  small  tonnage  of  these  marauders 
allowed  them  to  take  refuge  from  the  King's  ships  in  our 
numerous  shallow  harbors.  Mindful  of  this  the  Government 
purchased  and  fitted  out  a  small  armed  schooner  of  fifty  tons, 
carrying  eight  guns,  twenty-eight  men,  and  named  the  Loyal 
Nova  Scotian. '    This  vessel  cost  £397  :  lis.  4%d. 

By  commission  dated  11th  December  '76,  Thomas  Cribben 
was  appointed  her  commander;  subsequently  she  was  com- 
manded by  Captains  John  Strickland  and  Edward  Rowe,  at 
a  salary  of  £10  per  month. 

The  commanders  of  this  vessel  were  directed  to  surprise, 
attack  and  take  all  ships  belonging  to  the  United  States  and 
bring  them  to  any  port  in  H.  M.  Dominions. 

In  1777,  Lieutenant-Governor  Arbuthnot  issued  a  com- 
mission directed  to  Jones  Fawson,  Esq.,  appointing  him  to 
the  command  of  the  Revenge. 

This  commission  is  typical.  The  other  commissions  for 
letters  of  marque  of  that  period  are  similar  to  it,  but  the  main 
portion  of  it  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Whereas,  Representation  has  been  made  that  several 
vessels  armed  and  manned  by  Rebels  have  lately  much 
infested  the  coasts  of  this  Province. 

"  And  that,  by  keeping  near  the  shore  and  other  strata- 
gems they  do  elude  the  vigilance  of  H.  M.  ships  and  other 
armed  vessels. 


N(>TES    ON    NOVA    SCOTIAN  PRIVATEEES. 


119 


And  whereas,  the  principal  mercliaiits  and  traders  of  the 
town  of  Halifax  have  for  themselves,  and  on  behalf  of  others 
in  different  parts  of  this  Province,  by  memorial  set  forth  that 
they  had  suffered  great  losses  from  the  piracies  committed  by 
said  armed  vessels,  and  that  their  commerce  with  the  said 
several  ports  of  said  Province  has  been  greatly  injured,  and 
has  become  very  hazardous. 

"  Also  praying,  that  they  may  have  permission  to  fit  out 
a  vessel  for  the  protection  of  the  trading  vessels  of  said  coast, 
which  permission  having  been  granted  and  in  consequence 
thereof  a  certain  vessel  being  a  square-sterned  schooner  called 
the  Revenge,  of  75  tons,  having  been  provided  and  armed 
with  10  carriage  and  8  swivel  guns  and  manned  by  50  men, 
the  command  whereof  the  said  merchants  and  traders  pray 
may  be  given  to  Jones  Fawson,  gentleman. 

''I  do  therefore,  by  the  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
to  me  given  and  granted  by  H.  M.,  hereby  appoint  you,  the 
said  Jones  Fawson,  to  be  captain  and  commander  of  said 
armed  schooner  Revenge  to  proceed  forthwith  from  this  har- 
bour in  quest  and  purfsuit  of  all  vessels  armed  by  and  belong- 
ing to  any  of  the  Colonies  in  rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same 
shall  be  for  the  safety  and  defence  and  security  of  the  coast 
of  this  Province  only. 

Hereby  authorizing  and  empowering  you,  the  said 
armed  vessels  to  surprise,  attack,  vanquish,  and  apprehend, 
and  the  crews  thereof  belonging,  and  the  same  to  bring  into 
this  port  or  any  other  port  within  this  Province. 

And  I  do  hereby  strictly  command  the  officers  and  pri- 
vate seamen,  on  board  said  armed  schooner  to  be  obedient  to 
you  their  commander  in  all  such  orders  as  you  shall  think 
necessary  to  give  them,  agreeable  to  the  meaning  and  inten- 
tion of  this  your  commission,  and  according  to  the  Rules  of 
Law  Martial. 

^'  Given  under  my  seal,  etc.,  15th  September,  1777, 

M.  Arbuthnot." 
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The  Revenge  was  soon  followed  by  tlie  fitting  out  by  tlie 
Government  of  tlie  schooner  Buchram,  a  vessel  of  sixty  tons, 
carrying  eight  guns  and  twenty  men,  commanded  by  Archi- 
bald Allardice,  and  another  armed  schooner  called  The 
Insulter,  under  the  command  of  John  Sheppard.  These  ves- 
sels were  frequently  employed  on  special  duty.  Such  as  act- 
ing as  convoy  between  certain  ports  in  the  province,  carrying 
arms  to  the  militia,  and  while  cruising  they  were  often 
directed  not  to  leave  the  coast  but  remain  near  shore  for  the 
protection  of  merchantmen. 

By  an  act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  any  person  apply- 
ing to  the  Government  could  obtain  a  commission  to  arm  and 
man  any  vessel,  so  as  to  be  able  to  resist  and  capture  the 
enemy.  Under  this  act  certain  leading  merchants  of  Liver- 
pool applied  for  letters  of  marque. Their  memorial  stated 
their  losses  and  sufferings,  that  they  had  resolved  to  fit  out 
an  armed  vessel,  but  were  unable  to  obtain  supplies.  Their 
prayer  was  granted,  and  the  governor  ordered  arms  and 
ammunition  to  be  delivered  to  them.  The  Government  was 
only  too  glad  to  accede  to  this  request,  as  an  American 
invasion  was  greatly  feared,  and  the  naval  force  for  the  pro- 
tection of  this  province  at  that  time  consisted  only  of  one 
frigate,  thirty-two  guns,  one  sloop  of  eighteen  guns,  and  two 
armed  schooners  of  ten  and  fourteen  guns  each. 

The  first  venture  of  the  Liverpool  merchants  was  a 
schooner  called  the  Enterprise,  whose  tonnage  and  armament 
are  not  recorded ;  she  was  commanded  by  Captain  Joseph 
Barss.  One  of  her  owners  was  Colonel  Simeon  Perkins, 
chief  magistrate  of  Liverpool,  and  a  leading  merchant. 
Colonel  Perkins  shortly  disposed  of  his  share  for  £147,  after 
securing  revenge  for  the  loss  of  his  vessel,  the  Bouncing 
Folly,  which  had  been  taken  by  an  American  privateer.  On 
her  first  cruise  the  Enterprise  captured  seven  prizes. 

The  following  advertisement  appears  in  the  Nova  Scotia 
Gazette  for  the  12th  January,  1779. 
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"THE  REVENGE." 

"  Captain  James  Gandy,  who  has  been  on  several  cruises 
and  has  met  with  great  success. 
' '  All  gentlemen  volunteers  : 

"  Seamen  and  able-bodied  landsmen  who  wish  to  acquire 
riches  and  honour  are  invited  to  repair  on  board  the  Revenge, 
private  ship  of  war,  now  lying  in  Halifax  Harbor,  mounting* 
30  carriage  guns,  with  cohorns,  swivels,  etc.,  bound  for  a 
cruise  to  the  southward  for  four  months,  vs.  the  French  and 
all  H.  M.  enemies,  and  then  to  return  to  this  Harbor. 

"  All  Volunteers  will  be  received  on  board  the  said  ship, 
or  by  Captain  James  Gandy,  at  his  rendezvous  at  Mr.  Proud's 
Tavern  near  the  Market  House,  where  they  will  meet  with  all 
due  encouragement,  and  the  best  treatment. 

"  Proper  advance  will  be  given. 

"  God  Save  the  King." 

N.  B. — As  it  is  expected  that  many  of  the  Loyal  inhabi- 
tants of  this  province  will  try  their  fortunes  by  entering  on 
board  so  good  a  ship  at  such  a  favourable  time,  a  protection 
will  be  given  to  prevent  their  being  impressed  on  board  Men- 
of-War. 

"As  no  time  is  to  be  lost,  the  ship  will  go  to  sea  in  four- 
teen days,  great  part  of  the  crew  being  engaged." 

Similar  advertisements^  appeared  for  the  privateer 
schooner  Liverpool,  George  Young,  commander;  the  privateer 
brig  Sir  George  Collier,  and  the  ship  St.  Mary^s  Packet,  for 
an  eight  weeks'  cruise  to  Jamaica,  thence  to  England. 

In  Feb:j:uary  the  Revenge  sailed  on  a  cruise  in  company 
with  the  privateer  Halifax  Boh,  owned  by  Alexander  Brymer, 
and  in  May  both  vessels  returned  with  richly  laden  prizes. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  complete  list  of  names,  owners, 
tonnage  and  armament  of  our  privateers  during  the  revolu- 
tionary period  cannot  be  furnished,  but  among  them  were  the 
Arhuthnot,  The  David,  Mowatt,  Lady  Hammond,  The  Fly^ 
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Sir  George  Hammond,  Lancaster,  Dreadnought  (Captain 
Dean  of  Liverpool),  The  Success,  The  Lively,  the  sloop  Hoive, 
and  tlie  ship  Jack. 

Of  their  success  there  is  no  donbt,  for  while  records  are 
meagre,  no  less  than  forty-eight  prizes  and  four  recaptures^ 
arrived  in  Halifax  alone  between  4th  January  and  20th 
December,  1778,  among  the  captures  being  six  ships,  seven 
brigs  and  nine  brigantines. 

Between  1779  and  1781  we  have  records  of  forty-two  prizes 
and  recaptures  brought  into  this  port,  and  among  them  were 
three  ships,  six  brigs  and  twelve  brigantines. 

Among  these  captures  were  the  privateer  sloop  Don 
Quixote,  fifty  tons,  four  guns,  of  Newbury  port,  taken  by  the 
schooner  Mowatt;  the  schooners  Hannah  and  Humbug,  of 
Salem,  captured  by  the  privateer  David;  the  brigantine 
SweepstaJces,  and  schooner  Ann,  captured  by  the  Sir  Andrew 
Hammond;  the  schooners  Comet  and  Hannah,  taken  by  the 
Buckram,  and  Halifax  Boh;  a  privateer,  taken  by  the  Buck- 
ram in  Annapolis  Basin,  after  an  engagement;  the  schooner 
Swallow  and  Two  Brothers,  captured  by  the  Arbuthnot;  the 
brig  Fortune,  by  the  privateer  Success,  several  vessels  by  the 
Dreadnought;  the  brig  John,  and  sloop  Nancy,  by  Captain 
Dean,  the  privateer  sloop  Howe. 

The  privateer  Desjmtch,  under  the  command  of  Joseph 
Barss,  of  Liverpool,  brought  a  rich  prize  into  that  port.  She 
later  proved  to  be  a  recapture  and  the  subject  of  much  litiga- 
tion. While  lying  in  Liverpool  Harbour,  and  in  the  custody 
of  the  Vice-admiralty  Court,  a  portion  of  her  cargo  was  plun- 
dered, which  resulted  in  the  forfeiture  of  Captain  Barss's 
letter  of  marque. 

So  great  was  the  success  of  the  Liverpool  privateers  that 
their  neighbours  were  induced  to  follow  their  example,  and 
even  Chester  fitted  out  a  stout  vessel  to  carry  100  men  and 
sixteen  guns,  nine-pounders,  called  the  Hero,  commanded  by 
Captain  Bailey. 
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Our  opponents  had  not  been  inactive,  for  in  the  state 
department  of  the  United  States  are  1,624  privateer  bonds 
issued  at  that  time,  548  of  which  are  credited  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  571  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Success  was  not  all  on  our  side,  for  among  other  British 
losses  was  that  of  the  privateer  brig  Resolution.  On  Monday, 
July  10th,  1780,  she  fought  a  hot  engagement  off  the  mouth 
of  Halifax  Harbour,  with  the  American  privateer  Viper ^  '^^ 
carrying  twenty-two  guns  and  130  men;  both  vessels  were 
badly  disabled,  the  Resolution  having  eight  men  killed  and 
ten  wounded,  while  her  opponent  lost  thirty-three  killed  and 
wounded. 

In  August,  1781,  two  hostile  armed  schooners,  with  eighty 
men,  landed  their  crews  at  Annapolis  Royal  at  daybreak. 
They  secured  the  blockhouse  without  opposition,  and  spiked 
the  cannon  in  the  fort.  The  principal  houses  in  the  town  were 
surrounded  and  the  inhabitants  taken  prisoners  and  confined 
in  the  fort  ditch.  Neither  public  nor  private  property  was 
respected,  for  the  invaders  sacked  the  town  and  sailed  away, 
carrying  among  other  prisoners,  Mr.  John  Ritchie,  solicitor- 
general,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  the  grandfather  of  Sir 
Fenwick  Williams. 

In  June  of  this  year  five  American  armed  vessels  landed 
a  force  of  ninety  men  at  Redhead,  in  Lunenburg  County,  and 
marched  upon  Lunenburg  town.  They  seized  and  spiked  the 
cannon,  burned  the  blockhouse  and  residence  of  Colonel 
Creighton,  and  landed  some  ship's  guns  and  placed  them  in 
position  in  the  streets.  A  feeble,  if  any  resistance  was  made, 
the  little  town  was  sacked  of  all  deemed  worth  carrying  away, 
and  only  escaped  being  burnt  by  the  inhabitants  pledging  a 
ransom  of  £1,000.  Colonel  Creighton  and  three  others  were 
seized  and  carried  as  prisoners  to  New  England.  The 
estimated  amount  of  plunder  and  damage  was  £10,000.* 

The  generous  action  of  the  Captains  Adams  and  Stoddard 
of  the  American  privateers  Lively  and  Scammel,  stand  out 

*A  very  interesting  paper  on  this  subject,  by  Miss  A,  Creighton,  entitled  "An 
Unforeclosed  Mortgage,"  appeared  in  Acadiensis,  October,  1905. 
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amid  tlie  liarsh  treatment  accorded  to  our  sailors  by  their 
captors. 

The  crews  of  these  vessels  rescued  the  survivors  of  the 
wreck  of  H.  M.  S.  Blonde  from  the  then  desolate  Seal  Islands, 
received  them  on  board  their  ships,  treated  them  kindly  and 
furnished  passes  for  their  return  to  Halifax.  Captain  Scam- 
mel  was  one  of  the  party  who  had  attacked  Lunenburg  and 
captured  Colonel  Creighton. 

Gentlemen  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  petitioned  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State  that  the  people  of  Yarmouth  might  not  be 
plundered  by  their  privateers,  because  many  of  them  were 
lately  their  neighbours  and  had  assisted  American  privateers 
while  in  this  province.  These  sentiments  were  not  those  of 
the  majority  of  Salem  townsmen,  yet  the  general  court  pro- 
hibited hostilities  against  Yarmouth.  I  fear  the  people  of 
Yarmouth  had  been  more  humane  to  our  country's  enemies 
than  would  accord  with  our  strict  ideas  of  loyalty. 

Early  in  1784  the  American  Revolution  was  brought  to  an 
end.  Peace  was  declared,  and  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia 
settled  down  to  develop  their  interrupted  trade,  both  domestic 
and  foreign. 

The  war  had  caused  stirring  times  throughout  the  prov- 
ince, and  laid  the  prosperous  foundations  for  still  greater 
marine  activity,  especially  in  the  thriving  town  of  Liverpool, 
for  the  war  of  1812. 

III. 
1793-1805. 

For  about  ten  years  our  vessels  carried  their  cargoes  un- 
molested by  an  enemy,  but  strained  relations  between 
England  and  France  were  soon  to  bring  the  existing  state  of 
affairs  to  an  end. 

In  April,  1793,  Governor  Sir  John  Wentworth  laid  before 
his  council  a  letter  dated  at  Whitehall,  9th  February,  1793, 
of  the  following  purport.  ^  That  those  exercising  the  supreme 
authority  in  France  had  declared  war  against  England  on  the 
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first  of  that  montli,  and  that  letters  of  marque,  or  commissions 
for  privateers,  v^ould  be  granted  in  the  usual  manner.  At  the 
same  time  assurance  was  given  to  the  owners  of  all  armed 
vessels  that  H.  M.  would  consider  them  as  having  a  just  claim 
to  the  King's  share  of  all  French  ships  and  property,  of  which 
they  might  make  prizes.  In  consequence  of  such  instructions 
the  sheriffs  of  each  county  were  directed  to  make  a  proclama- 
tion of  war  with  France. 

The  French  had  lost  no  time  in  sending  ships  to  cruise 
along  our  coasts  in  search  of  captures,  for  hard  on  the  pro- 
clamation of  war  came  reports  of  privateers  and  frigates 
cruising  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  on  the  southern  shores  of 
the  province. 

Two  of  these  privateers  and  two  French  West  Indiamen 
worth  £40,000,  were  brought  in  by  H.  M.  S.  Alligator  and 
Hussar. 

The  French  privateers  made  their  rendezvous  in  the 
United  States,  as  American  sympathies  were  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  French,  and  unfortunate  provincials  who  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  latter  fared  much  worse  at  Boston  than  if  taken 
to  St.  Malo  or  Brest. ' 

Captures  were  in  most  cases  burned  and  the  mavsters  and 
crews  taken  prisoners. 

Several  Halifax  and  Liverpool  ship  masters  lost  their 
vessels,  among  them  Captains  Jacobs,  Lloyd,  Ewing,  and 
Pryor,  who  months  after  returned  from  confinement  in  Guade- 
loupe, with  tales  of  horror  of  the  French  prisons,  fever  and 
privations. 

The  sloop  Cumberland  and  schooner  Adamant,  of  Liver- 
pool, were  among  the  captured;  these  vessels  had  been  sent  to 
Ehode  Island  and  Boston,  where  the  Adamant  was  sold  with- 
out advertisement,  and  the  captain  of  the  Cumberland  was 
refused  a  hearing  in  court. 

The  most  active  of  our  private  armed  vessels  were  the  Lord 
Nelson,  Lord  Spencer,  Duke  of  Kent,  The  Nymph,  C  M 
Wentworth  and  the  Rover. 
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Liverpool  was  the  home  port  of  the  brig  Rover,  command- 
ed by  Captain  Alex.  Godfrey,  owned  by  Messrs.  Hallett 
Collins,  James  de Wolfe,  William  Freeman,  Nathan  Tnpper, 
and  seven  others  of  Liverpool,  together  with  Messrs. 
Cochrane,  Prescott  and  Lawson,  of  Halifax. 

The  Duhe  of  Kent,  commanded  by  Joseph  Freeman,  was 
owned  by  Messrs.  Collins,  de  Wolfe,  Tupper  and  others, 
together  with  William  Cochrane  and  Mr.  Prescott  of  Halifax. 
She  was  of  194  tons  burthen,  square-sterned,  had  three  masts 
and  armed  with  twenty  carriage  guns,  four-  and  six-pounders, 
thirty  small  arms,  one  hundred  cutlasses,  twenty  barrels 
powder,  thirty-eight  rounds  great  shot  and  100  men. 

The  Nymj)}i,  Captain  William  Pryor  of  Halifax,  was 
owned  by  Messrs.  Collins,  Bradford,  Perkins  and  Parker,  and 
others,  all  of  Liverpool.  The  Lord  Spencer,  Captain  Joseph 
Barss,  claimed  Liverpool  as  her  home  port,  while  the  Lord 
Nelson,  commanded  by  Captain  E.  Dean,  was  owned  in 
Shelburne. 

The  schooner  Charles  Mary  Wentworth,  named  for  a  near 
relation  of  Governor  Wentworth' s,  was  built  in  Liverpool  in 
1798.  One  of  her  owners.  Colonel  Simeon  Perkins  of  Liver- 
pool, came  to  Halifax  to  superintend  her  fitting  out,  and 
while  here  Colonel  Perkins  was  presented  to  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  and  thanked  on  behalf  of  all  her  owners,  for  the  enter- 
prise they  had  shown.  Colonel  Perkins  memorialized  the 
Government  for  sixteen  guns,  four-  and  six-pounders  to  be 
used  in  the  armament  of  the  C.  M.  Wentworth,  and  orders 
were  thereupon  issued  upon  the  ordnance  stores  at  Halifax 
that  the  necessary  cannon,  small  arms,  powder  and  shot  be 
delivered  to  Colonel  Perkins. 

In  May,  1799,  the  Charles  Mary  Wentworth^  returned  to 
Liverpool  from  a  cruise,  bringing  with  her  four  valuable 
Spanish  prizes,  including  a  letter  of  marque  brig  mounting 
fourteen  guns,  which  had  fought  nearly  an  hour  before 
striking  her  colours. 
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In  November,  1799,  the  Charles  Mary  Wentworth,^  Cap- 
tain Tliomas  Parker,  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Captain  Joseph  Free- 
man, and  the  Lo/'d  Spencer,  Captain  Joseph  Barss,  sailed 
from  Liverpool  on  a  cruise  to  the  West  Indies  and  Spanish 
Main  against  the  King's  enemies.  On  the  Wentworth  were 
Enos  Collins,  first  lieutenant;  John  Goreham,  second  lieuten- 
ant; Nathan  Tupper,  third  lieutenant,  and  Benjamin  Knaut, 
lieutenant  of  marines. 

The  Wentworth's  operations  on  this  cruise  were  not  very 
lucrative,  for  Mr.  Knaut's  journal  of  the  cruise  closes  with  a 
murmured  thankfulness  for  safe  return  and  the  regret  that 
little  or  no  prize  money  was  secured.  This  cruise  was  not 
barren  of  excitement,  for,  while  on  the  Spanish  main,  the 
days  were  spent  in  the  search  and  pursuit  of  the  enemy's 
vessels,  and  at  night  the  Wentworth  stood  in  to  the  land  and 
sent  o&  her  cutter  ashore  to  capture  anything  her  crews  might 
think  worth  while.  Lieutenant  Collins  often  commanded  the 
cutter  on  her  night  cruises  and  seldom  returned  empty 
handed. 

In  conversation  on  this  subject  with  a  friend  of  his  later 
years  he  was  wont  to  say,  "  You  will  observe,  sir,  that  there 
were  many  things  happened  we  don't  care  to  talk  about." 

On  several  occasions  the  Charles  Mary  Wentworth  fell  in 
with  the  Lord  Nelson,  the  Spencer,  and  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
and  while  lying  in  harbour  at  the  Island  of  St.  Kitts,  the 
Lord  Nelson  arrived  badly  shattered.  She  had  met  a  French 
privateer  of  sixteen  guns  and  140  men,  engaged  her,  but  had 
to  retire  with  a  loss  of  two  killed  and  five  wounded. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  Nelson,  which  had  been  captured 
by  the  enemy,  was  recaptured  by  H.  M.  S.  Cambrian.  Later 
that  year  she  sent  home  a  valuable  prize,  the  brig  Austria, 
captured  on  a  voyage  from  New  York  to  Havana. 

In  April,  1800,  while  still  in  southern  waters,  the  Lord 
Spencer  was  lost,  but  her  plucky  captain,  Joseph  Barss,  saved 
his  provisions  and  crew,  and  continued  his  cruise  in  a  tender 
to  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
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Letters  of  marque  only  held  good  for  the  time  specified 
therein,  and  upon  completion  of  a  cruise  and  the  prosecution 
of  another,  a  new  commission  had  to  be  secured  and  bonds 
given  for  the  faithful  observance  of  the  conditions  set  forth. 

In  accordance  with  such  regulations,  bonds  for  £1,500 
were  taken  in  July,  1800,  from  Joseph  Churchill,  master; 
Benjamin  Etter,  James  Woodill,  and  others  of  this  city, 
owners  of  the  private  armed  brig  Earl  of  Dublin.  From  the 
biig  Eliza,  145  tons,  John  Kelly,  master;  William  Cochrane, 
owner.  The  armed  ship  Nelson,  277  tons,  John  Freeman, 
master;  Scaife  and  Wallace,  owners.  The  ship  Asia,  owned 
by  Messrs.  Hartshorne  and  Boggs,  and  the  Jason,  owned  by 
Messrs.  Forman,  Grassie  &  Co. 

The  General  Bowyer,  a  schooner  of  135  tons,  was  owned  by 
Benjamin  Etter,  William  Duffus,  and  others  of  this  city. 
This  vessel,  named  after  a  popular  comniander  of  the  forces 
on  this  station  at  that  period,  was  built  in  the  United  States, 
and  had  been  condemned  and  sold  by  order  of  the  vice- 
admiralty  court,  as  a  prize  to  the  privateer  Earl  of  Dublin. 
The  General  Bowyer  was  armed  with  fourteen  guns,  six- 
pounders,  and  manned  by  a  crew  of  eighty  men.  Among  her 
captures  that  year  were  a  valuable  Spanish  brig,  the  Nostra 
Signora  del  Carmen;  the  schooners  Peggy  and  Nancy,  and  a 
quantity  of  specie  taken  from  a  ship  at  sea. 

Other  vessels  armed  and  fitted  out  to  cruise  against  the 
French,  Spanish  and  Dutch  between  1800  and  1805,  were  the 
Nyvvph,  the  Eagle,  the  Si?-  William  Parher,  the  brig  Rover, 
the  Jane  and  the  Dul^e  of  Kent.  Their  owners  were  either 
Halifax  or  Liverpool  merchants,  and  among  them  the  then 
well-known  firms  of  Forman,  Grassie  &  Co.,  Prescott  &  Law- 
son,  Hartshorne  &  Boggs,  William  Cochran  &  Co.,  had  large 
interests,  while  the  names  of  Godfrey,  Parker,  Barss  and  Col- 
lins stood  for  the  most  enterprising  of  the  merchants  and  ship- 
owners of  Liverpool. 

In  cannot  close  my  notes  on  the  period  of  war  between  the 
Spanish,  French  and  English  without  a  reference  to  a  gallant 
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action  fought  between  tlie  Rover  and  three  Spanish  vessels  off 
Cape  Blanco  on  the  Spanish  main. 

Captain  Alex.  Godfrey,  the  hero  of  this  fight,  was  born 
in  New  England,  but  became  a  resident  of  Liverpool  about 
1784.  For  several  years  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  war  in 
1793  he  was  in  command  of  merchant  vessels  owned  by  Hal- 
lett  Collins,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool.  Captain  Godfrey  was  a  man 
considerably  beyond  the  ordinary  size,  of  an  exceedingly 
quiet  demeanour  and  retiring  disposition. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  disarmed  his  privateer  and 
entered  into  the  West  India  trade.  While  on  a  trip  to  the 
West  Indies,  in  1803,  he  died  of  yellow  fever,  and  was  buried 
near  Kingston  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica. 

On  the  10th  September,  1800,  as  the  Rover,  ^  armed  with 
fourteen  long  guns,  four-pounders,  fifty-four  men  and  boys 
under  Captain  Godfrey,  was  cruising  near  Cape  Blanco,  she 
fell  in  with  the  Spanish  schooner  Santa  Ritta,  mounting  ten 
long  guns,  six-pounders,  two  English  twelve-pounder  carron- 
ades,  with  about  125  men,  and  accompanied  by  three  gun- 
boats also  under  Spanish  colours.  The  schooner  and  gun-boats 
had  the  previous  day  been  equipped  by  the  Governor  of 
Puerto  Caballo  on  purpose  to  capture  the  Rover. 

A  light  breeze  which  had  been  blowing  having  died  away, 
the  schooner  and  two  of  the  gun-boats,  by  the  aid  of  oars 
gained  fast  upon  the  brig,  keeping  up  as  they  advanced  a 
steady  fire  from  their  bow  guns,  which  the  Rover  returned 
with  two  guns  pointed  from  her  stern,  and  as  her  opponents 
drew  near  with  her  small  arms  also. 

Seeing  that  the  schooner  intended  to  board  on  the  star- 
board quarter  and  two  of  the  gun-boats  on  the  opposite  bow 
and  quarter,  the  Rover  suffered  them  to  advance  until  they 
got  within  about  fifteen  yards  of  her. 

She  then  manned  her  oars  on  the  port  side,  and  pulling 
quickly  around  brought  her  starboard  broadside  to  bear  right 
athwart  the  schooner's  bow,  upon  whose  deck  then  filled  with 
9  ^ 


130 


NOVA    SCOTIA    HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


men  ready  for  boarding  the  brig,  poured  a  whole  broadside  of 
round  and  grape  shot. 

Immediately  after  this  manoeuvre,  her  active  crew 
manned  the  guns  on  the  opposite  side  and  raked  the  two  gun- 
boats in  a  similar  manner. 

The  Rover  then  commenced  a  close  action  with  the  Santa 
Edtta,  and  continued  it  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  finding 
her  opponent's  fire  grew  slack,  the  Rover  by  aid  of  a  light  air 
of  wind  backed  her  head  sails  and  brought  her  stern  into 
contact  with  the  schooner's  side. 

Captain  Godfrey's  crew  rushed  on  board  of,  and  with  little 
opposition  carried  the  Santa  Ritta. 

The  two  gun-boats  seeing  the  fate  of  their  consort  sheered 
ofi'  apparently  in  a  very  shattered  state. 

Notwithstanding  this  long  and  hard-fought  action  the 
Rover  had  not  a  man  hurt.  Every  officer  on  board  the  Santa 
Ritta  was  killed,  except  the  officers  who  commanded  a  party 
of  twenty-five  soldiers.  Fourteen  dead  and  seventeen  wounded 
were  found  on  her  deck. 

The  prisoners,  including  the  wounded,  numbered  seventy- 
one,  while  the  enemy's  total  loss  was  said  to  be  fifty-four 
killed. 

The  prisoners  being  too  numerous  to  be  kept  on  board, 
Captain  Godfrey  landed  them  all  save  eight,  having  pre- 
viously taken  from  them  the  usual  acknowledgment  not  to 
serve  again  until  exchanged. 

As  a  reward  for  this  gallant  action  and  other  services, 
Captain  Godfrey  was  offered  a  commission  in  the  Eoyal  Navy 
and  the  command  of  one  of  H.  M.  ships,  which  was  declined.. 
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IV. 

1812-1815. 

Friction  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
onlminated  in  a  declaration  of  war  by  President  Madison  on 
tlie  18th  June,  1812. 

One  of  the  first  hostile  acts  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  was  to  issue  letters  of  marque  against  British  ships, 
and  soon  numbers  of  our  vessels  had  fallen  into  the  enemies' 
hands. 

Xot  until  December  of  that  year  did  Lieutenant-Governor 
Sherbrook  receive  authority  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  and  the  granting  of  letters  of  marque  against 
the  enemy.  Impatient  at  the  delay  occasioned  thereby  His 
Excellency  had  on  his  own  authority  directed  the  issuing  of 
such  letters,  for  within  a  month  after  war  was  declared, 
reports  of  captures  were  daily  received  and  applications  for 
letters  of  marque  had  been  eagerly  sought. 

The  form  of  these  letters  of  marque  ^  and  the  conditions 
governing  them,  seem  to  have  been  the  same  as  those  granted 
in  the  wars  with  France. 

To  obtain  them,  a  petition  setting  forth  the  name,  tonnage 
and  armament  of  the  vessel,  together  with  the  names  of  her 
commander  and  owners  was  addressed  to  the  governor  of  this 
province.  Should  the  application  be  approved,  a  warrant 
under  seal  was  issued,  directed  to  the  Honourable  and  Wor- 
shipful Judge  in  Admiralty  (Judge  Croke),  requiring  him 
to  issue  letters  of  marque  to  the  commander  of  the  would-be 
privateer;  few,  if  any,  applications  were  rejected,  for  royal 
instructions  commanded  that  the  people  should  be  encouraged 
in  this  branch  of  warfare.  Xova  Scotia  was  in  a  greater  state 
of  excitement  and  agitation  than  had  been  known  since  the 
French  wars  of  1756,  and  heartily  did  our  merchants  respond 
to  the  call  to  aid  the  mother  country. 

The  first  letter  of  marque  issued  after  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  was  directed  to  Thomas  Boag,  commander  of  the 
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ship  Caledonia.  As  only  one  of  her  owners,  viz.,  John  Black 
of  Halifax,  was  resident  in  this  province,  and  she  did  not 
play  an  important  part,  I  shall  pass  on  to  better  known  and 
more  famous  vessels. 

Next  in  order  came  the  famous  schooner  Liverpool  Pachet^  * 
of  sixty-seven  tons,  the  principal  actor  in  many  a  spirited 
encounter,  and  commanded  on  her  first  cruise  by  John  Free- 
man, of  Liverpool.  Her  registered  owners  were  Messrs.  Enos 
Collins,  John  and  James  Barss,  and  Benjamin  Knaut,  of 
Jjiverpool.  Her  armament  consisted  of  five  guns,  twelve-, 
six-  and  four-pounders,  and  she  carried  a  crew  of  forty-five 
men. 

The  first  prize  taken  by  the  Liverpool  Pachet  was  the  Por- 
tuguese ship  Factor,  captured  on  7th  September,  1812.  This 
vessel  had  been  plundered  at  sea  by  an  English  ship  of 
$30,000,  and  a  portion  of  her  cargo  of  wine  and  jewellery. 
The  vessel  was  condemned  and  sold  by  order  of  the  Yice- 
Admiralty  Court  for  the  benefit  of  her  captors,  while  the 
remainder  of  her  cargo  was  restored  to  its  owners. 

The  Liverjyool  Packet  left  on  her  second  cruise  in  Novem- 
ber, this  time  under  the  command  of  Joseph  .Barss,  of 
Liverpool.  On  her  first  two  cruises  she  sent  in  no  fewer  than 
nineteen  prizes;  together  with  their  cargoes  they  were  adver- 
tised for  sale  by  public  auction  at  Liverpool  on  the  12th 
March,  1813,  by  order  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court. 

Mr.  Charles  S.  Hill,  deputy  marshal  of  the  court,  con- 
ducted the  sales,  and  the  net  proceeds  were  paid  to  Mr.  Enos 
Collins  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners  and  crew. 

The  success  of  their  first  venture  inspired  the  Liverpool 
merchants  to  further  efforts,  and  early  in  1813  the  schooner 
Retaliation  and  brig  Sir  John  SherhrooJce  were  fitted  out. 
The  Retaliation,  of  seventy-one  tons,  four  guns  and  fifty  men, 
was  owned  by  Snow  Parker  and  commanded  by  Thomas 
Ereeman.  The  brig  Sir  John  SherhrooJce,  ^  formerly  the  Amer- 
ican brig-of-war  Rattlesnake,  of  273  tons,  eighteen  guns  and 
150  men,  under  the  command  of  Joseph  Freeman,  was  owned 
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by  Enos  Collins,  Benj.  Knaut,  Joseph  Freeman,  John  and 
James  Barss. 

The  Sir  John  Sherhroohe  and  Retaliation  sailed  on  their 
first  cruise  probably  about  the  end  of  February,  and  were 
absent  several  months.  Among  all  the  privateers  sent  out 
from  Nova  Scotia,  the  Sir  John  SherhrooJce  achieved  greater 
success  in  a  shorter  period  than  any  of  our  armed  vessels.  On 
this  her  only  cruise  she  captured  no  fewer  than  sixteen  prizes. 
The  Retaliation  on  her  several  cruises  that  year  took  fourteen 
prizes. 

On  her  third  cruise,  for  three  months  the  success  of  the 
Liverpool  Packet  was  uninterrupted,  but  in  June  after  a  stub- 
born fight  she  was  forced  to  surrender  to  an  American 
privateer,  the  Thomas,  a  vessel  of  twice  her  size.  Great 
interest  was  taken  in  her  capture,  *  for  her  career  had  been  so 
bold  and  daring  that  Captain  Barss  was  regarded  as  capable 
of  meeting  any  emergency. 

On  the  9th  June,  1813,  at  9  a.  m.,  the  Thomas,  Captain 
Shaw,  gave  chase  to  a  vessel  which  proved  to  be  ''a  schooner 
under  press  of  sail."  At  2  p.  m.,  coming  up  with  the  chase 
very  fast,  the  schooner  hoisted  her  colours  and  commenced 
firing  her  stern  chasers. 

Overtaken  by  the  American,  she  rounded  to,  struck  her 
colours  and  ran  alongside  the  Thomas.  In  the  act  of  veering 
she  fouled  the  Thomas,  and  thinking  their  opponents  about  to 
board  their  vessel,  the  respective  crews  engaged  in  a  hand  to 
hand  encounter.  After  striking  her  colours,  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Thomas  repeatedly  fired  into  the  Liverpool  Packet 
and  threatened  to  give  her  crew  no  quarter.  Greatly  outnum- 
bered, they  were  compelled  to  surrender,  but  not  before 
several  of  the  crew  of  the  Thomas  had  been  killed.  Captain 
Barss  was  taken  to  Portsmouth  and  there  closely  confined  by 
order  of  the  American  Government.  Through  the  influence 
of  Governor  Sherbrooke,  his  release  was  secured  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months. 
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The  Thomas's  prize  was  converted  into  an  American  priva- 
teer, and  her  name  changed  to  the  Portsmouth  Packet.  Such 
were  the  fortunes  of  war  that  in  October  of  that  year  she  was 
recaptured  by  H.  M.  S.  Fantome,  off  Mount  Desert,  after  a 
chase  of  thirteen  hours,  brought  into  Halifax  and  restored  to 
her  former  owners.  Another  successful  cruise  of  a  few  weeks'  ^ 
duration  was  undertaken  under  the  command  of  Caleb  Seely, 
and  its  clovse  saw  the  large  number  of  fourteen  prize  vessels 
to  the  credit  of  the  Liverpool  Pachet  for  the  year  1813. 

That  year  (1813)  commissions  were  issued  to  twenty-one^ 
different  privateers,  eight  of  which  claimed  Halifax  as  their 
home  port.  The  Liverpool  fleet  was  increased  by  the  addition 
of  the  schooners  Shannon  and  Wolverine.  Messrs.  Thomas 
Hitchie,  Phineas  Lovett  and  Tohn  Robinson  of  Annapolis, 
owned  and  fitted  out  the  Matilda  and  BroTce,  while  the 
remaining  six  were  owned  either  in  Horton,  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  or  the  Island  of  Guernsey. 

Apart  from  those  vessels  already  mentioned  the  most  suc- 
cessful for  the  year  1813  was  the  Annapolis  privateer  Matilda, 
commanded  by  John  Burkett;  although  a  small  schooner  of 
fifty  tons,  armed  with  five  guns  and  carrying  forty  men,  she 
had  the  good  fortune  to  send  in  twelve  prize  vessels  after  an 
absence  of  three  months. 

Next  in  order  of  success  come  the  Dart,  with  eleven  prizes, 
the  Wolverine  with  eight,  and  the  Shannon,  Retrieve  and 
Fly  with  seven  each.  As  an  example  of  the  complete  arma- 
ment of  one  of  these  privateers  I  would  quote  the  schooner 
TFoZ'uerme  of  143  tons.    She  carried : 

1  Carronade,  9  lbs.  37  Muskets. 

4  long  guns,  9  lbs.  40  Boarding  Pikes. 

2  long  guns,  6  lbs.  10  Pair  Pistols. 

3  long  guns,  4  lbs.  4  Swivels. 

The  Wolverine  was  owned  in  Liverpool,  having  been 
purchased  at  one  of  the  prize  sales  of  the  Admiralty  Court. 
She  was  formerly  the  American  privateer  Thomas,  the  same 
vessel  which  had  captured  the  Liverpool  Pachet  off  Ports- 
mouth. 
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At  the  close  of  1813,  our  privateers  had.  sent  in  106  prize  ^ 
vessels,  which,  were  adjudicated  upon  by  the  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty.  Of  these  vessels,  few,  if  any,  were  restored.  The 
net  sales  enriched  the  owners  and  crews,  and  encouraged  our 
merchants  to  prosecute  this  mode  of  warfare  with  still  greater 
zeal. 

The  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States  was  met  with 
strong  protests  from  the  people  of  Xew  England,  but  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  these  protests  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  lasting,  for  their  privateers  infested  our  coasts,  and 
preyed  on  our  commerce  with  success. 

With  the  exception  of  a  landing  at  Broad  Cove,  in  Digby 
County,  no  invasion  by  privateers  was  made.  On  that  occasion 
after  a  sharp  encounter  with  the  militia,  the  enemy's  captains 
and  prize  master  were  captured  and  sent  to  Annapolis  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

The  American  privateer  Young  Teazer  had  proved  very 
destructive  to  our  coasting  trade,  and  some  of  the  credit  for 
her  destruction  is  due  to  the  privateer  Sir  John  Sherhroohe, 
which  pursued  the  Teazer  until  she  fell  in  with  the  King's 
ships,  and  was  chased  by  them  into  Mahone  Bay.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  her  destruction  are  too  well  known  to  be  dwelt 
upon. 

The  year  of  1814  witnessed  further  activity  among  our 
privateers,  and  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  letters 
of  marque  were  granted  to  eight  additional  vessels,  owned 
principally  in  Halifax,  Liverpool  and  Lunenburg. 

The  largest  of  them,  viz.,  the  Rolla,  ^  a  schooner  of  132 
tons,  armed  with  five  guns,  carried  a  crew  of  sixty  men.  She 
had  formerly  been  an  American  privateer  captured  by  H.  M. 
S.  Loire  in  1813,  but  was  now  owned  by  Liverpool  merchants 
and  Messrs.  Collins  &  Allison.  She  made  two  cruises  under 
the  command  of  John  Freeman,  and  sent  in  seven  prizes. 

The  Liverpool  Packet,  the  Lively,  the  Lunenburg  and  the 
Shannon,  still  under  the  command  of  Benjamin  Ellenwood, 
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were  tlie  most  successful  cruisers  for  1814;  tlie  Shannon 
sending  in  tlie  greatest  number  of  prizes,  namely  fourteen. 

A  few  words  in  reference  to  tlie  fate  of  tlie  Retaliation^ 
and  the  brig  Sir  John  Sherbrooke. 

While  on  her  last  cruise  in  October,  1814,  the  Retaliation 
was  off  the  coast  of  Maine  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Falmouth, 
now  Portland.  News  of  her  arrival  was  brought  to  Falmouth, 
and  a  hastily  organized  expedition  sailed  to  capture  her  if 
possible.  The  armed  schooner  Two  Friends  discovered  the 
Retaliation  at  anchor  in  a  small  cove,  and,  it  being  calm,  sent 
ofP  her  boats  to  engage.  When  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
of  the  Retaliation,  she  fired  her  long  gun  twice  at  them,  and 
they  came  to  anchor.  The  Retaliation  then  sent  her  boat  with 
the  captain  and  five  men  to  board  the  Two  Friends.  The 
Americans  kept  under  cover  until  the  boat  got  alongside  and 
was  made  fast,  when  upon  a  signal  from  their  captain  about 
twenty  of  them  rose  up  and  presented  their  muskets  into  the 
boat,  with  the  threat  that  upon  the  least  resistance  they 
should  be  instantly  killed.  In  the  face  of  such  odds  the  boat's 
crew  surrendered. 

The  Tivo  Friends  put  twelve  men  on  the  captured  boat,  got 
under  way  with  the  sloop,  and  boarded  the  Retaliation,  the 
sloop  on  her  bow  and  the  boat  on  her  quarter. 

In  the  act  of  boarding,  the  captain  of  the  Retaliation 
eluded  the  guard  set  over  him  and  apparently  joined  the 
enemy.  Hather  than  have  his  ship  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  Captain  Potter  endeavoured  to  fire  the  magazine  of 
the  Retaliation,  but  his  attempt  was  frustrated  and  he  was 
taken  prisoner  to  Falmouth. 

After  her  first  successful  cruise  I  can  learn  of  no  further 
exploits  of  a  similar  nature  on  the  part  of  the  brig  Sir  John 
Sherbrooke  until  the  autumn  of  1814.  At  that  time  she  was 
taken  as  a  prize  by  the  American  privateer  Syren.  While 
being  conveyed  into  port  under  the  orders  of  a  prize-master, 
the  Sherbrooke  was  chased  ashore  at  Pockaway  near  Boston 
by  a  British  frigate.    The  crew  and  all  their  baggage  were 


NOTES    OS    XOVA    SCOTIAX  PRIVATEEES. 


137 


taken  ashore  under  fire  of  the  frigate's  gnns.  Boats  from 
the  frigate  attempted  a  rescue,  but  were  driven  off  by  the 
guns  of  a  nearby  fort.  Salvage  of  the  Sherhroohe  being 
impracticable  she  was  set  on  fire  and  burned  to  the  water's 
edge. 

The  schooner  Ann,'^''  Captain  Eandall  lEcDonald.  with  a 
crew  of  fifteen  men.  sailed  from  Halifax  for  Castine  with  a 
general  cargo,  in  October.  1814.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
captain  after  landing  his  cargo  to  cruise  in  Boston  Bay.  hav- 
ing obtained  a  letter  of  marque  before  leaving  Halifax. 
While  o:ff  Penobscot  an  English  cruiser  was  sighted,  and  the 
mate  suggested  sending  the  crew  below  to  avoid  impressment 
by  the  cruiser,  which  suggestion  was  acted  upon  by  the 
captain.  In  so  doing  the  mate  contrived  that  the  several 
seamen  who  should  remain  on  deck  were  Americans.  The 
crew  were  no  sooner  below  than  the  hatches  were  barred,  the 
captain  was  seized  and  the  schooner  taken  into  an  American 
port. 

Great  indignation  was  felt  at  Halifax  as  a  result  of  this 
treacherous  act.  An  investigation  proved  that  the  mate  and 
several  of  the  crew  had  been  taken  prisoners  in  the  TTest 
Indies.  They  had  been  sent  to  England,  and  from  there 
shipped  as  English  seamen  to  Halifax.  The  schooner  Ann 
was  a  fast  sailing  craft  of  fifty-seven  tons,  formerly  called 
the  Busy,  and  had  been  brought  into  this  port  as  a  prize  to 
the  ChesazjeaJ'.e . 

The  year  ISlo  witnessed  but  little  activity  on  the  part  of 
our  privateers,  though  the  Rover,  the  Rolla.  and  the  Dove 
each  sailed  on  a  cruise  and  were  successful  in  capturing  and 
sending  in  a  few  prizes.  Early  in  that  year  peace  was 
declared  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  nations,  and  Xova 
Scotia  after  joining  in  the  general  rejoicings  soon  sought  to 
collect  her  scattered  commerce. 

During  hostilities  between  1812  and  1815'^'  our  privateers 
sent  into  Xova  Scotian  ports  at  least  200  prizes,  exclusive  of 
a  number  of  recaptures.    These  figures  are  most  conservative 
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ones,  and  only  relate  to  vessels  actually  brought  in  and 
adjudicated  upon  by  tlie  Court  of  Yice-Admiralty,  and  of 
wliich  cases  we  bave  a  record. 

Of  tbe  captures  made  at  sea,  tbe  vessels  sent  to  otber  ports, 
tbe  numerous  sbips'  boats,  and  other  small  craft  taken,  it  is 
impossible  to  account  for. 

A  number  of  prizes  were  Vv^recked  on  our  coasts,  and  others 
lost,  either  by  being  retaken  by  their  own  crews  or  recaptured 
by  American  vessels  before  they  could  reach  Halifax. 

The  question  often  arises  : — 

What  and  who  were  the  commanders  of  the  armed  vessels 
that  had  been  so  active  in  the  late  wars  ? 

Were  they  adventurous,  ignorant  fishermen,  or  unscrupu- 
lous adventurers  who  would  take  sides  with  either  party  for 
a  consideration  ? 

No  shadow  of  such  an  accusation  lies  upon  them,  for  there 
are  many  examples  of  their  boldness,  daring  and  honourable 
treatment  towards  the  enemy. 

Their  loyalty  no  one  questioned,  for  in  many  cases  it  was 
put  to  a  thorough  test,  and  few  men  after  being  closely  con- 
fined in  a  miserable  prison  would  show  the  spirit  of  these  men 
in  making  subsequent  cruises. 

The  roll  of  names  from  the  days  of  Captains  Silvanus 
Cobb,  Joseph  Eous,  Alex.  Godfrey  to  the  days  of  the  Eree- 
mans,  Barss,  Collins,  Ellenwood,  Knaut,  Parker,  Seely  and 
Tupper,  is  a  long  and  honourable  one. 

Many  of  these  men  were  among  the  leading  merchants 
and  ship  owners,  and  their  subsequent  careers  in  time  of 
peace,  show  that  time  has  not  cast  a  glamour  over  them. 

In  the  days  that  followed  the  war,  many  of  them  held 
various  public  offices,  became  members  of  the  Assembly  and 
Council,  and  were  respected  citizens. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

LIST    OF    VESSELS  FOR  WHICH  LETTERS  OF    MARQUE  WERE 
ISSUED    OUT    OF    THE    VICEA-DMIRALTY  COURT 
AT    HALIFAX,  1812-1815. 


Date. 

Vessel. 

Tons. 

Guns. 

Men 

IT  T-,,l„ 

17  dUly^ 

1812 

. . .  ,  ship  Caledonia   

623 

14 

40 

24  August 

. . .  schr.  Liverpool  Packet  . 

67 

5 

4S 

27  Nov. 

ee 

. . .  brig  Sir  J ohn  Sherbrooke 

187 

10 

oU 

10  reoy.. 

iolo 

/  i 

0 

OU 

10 

(t 

.  . .            Liverpool  x  acKet 

O/ 

0 

15 

(  f 

. . .  brig  Sir  John  Sherbrooke 

J  o 

lOU 

14  April 

ee 

schnr  Crown   

22 

1 

35 

7  May 

...sloop  Dart   

74 

4 

25 

13  " 

ee 

...schnr.  Matilda   

50 

5 

40 

28  " 

"  Retrieve   

55 

4 

40 

27 

ec 

"  Retaliation   

71 

5 

50 

3  June 

ee 

...  Fly   

50 

3 

35 

31  May 

Weazle   

45 

5 

35 

19  June 

...     "     Bunker  Hill   

179 

3 

15 

8  July 

ee 

52 

5 

35 

6  " 

ee 

...    "  Fly  

50 

3 

35 

10  " 

ee 

 sloop  Gleaner   

67 

5 

20 

]5  " 

ee 

. ...     "  Dart  

74 

4 

25 

13  August 

ee 

123 

6 

60 

21  " 

<e 

  "  Wolverine   

143 
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APPENDIX  C—Contimied. 


Master  or  Commander.  Owners  and  Residence. 

Thomas  Boag   John    Black,    Halifax;    Geo.  Robertson, 

Wm.  Forsythe,  Jas.  Hunter,  Wm. 
Smith,  Liverpool,  Eng. 

John  Freeman   Enos    Collins,    Benj.    Knaut,    John  and 

James  Barss,  of  Liverpool;  subse- 
quently owned  by  Messrs.  Collins  & 
Allison,  of  Halifax;  Jos.  Freeman  and 
C.  Seely,  of  Liverpool. 

Thomas  Robson   

Thomas  Freeman   Snow  Parker,  Thos.  Freeman,  Liverpool; 

subsequently  shares  held  by  J.  Rob- 
erts, Jas.  Goreham  and  G.  DeWolfe, 
Liverpool. 

Joseph  Barss,  jr  

Joseph  Freeman   A.    S.    Ritchie,    Wm.    Pagan,    St.  John; 


Robt.  Pagan,  St.  Andrew's,  N.  B.;, 
subsequent  owners,  E.  Collins,  Jas. 
Freeman,  John  and  Jas.  Barss,  Benj. 
Knaut,  Liverpool. 

Sol.  Jennings   Sam.  Harris,  Sol.  Jennings,  Halifax. 

John  Harris   Robt.  Shives,  Jas.  Hav  jr,  Jas.  T.  Han- 
ford,  St.  John,  N.  B. 
John  Burkett   Thos.  Ritchie,  Wm.  Baillie,  John  Robin- 
son, John  Burkett,  Annapolis  Royal. 

Silas  Crane   Silas  Crane,  Wm.  Young,  Horton,  N.  S. 

Subsequent  owners,  Thos.  Conrad, 
Starr  &  Shannon,  Halifax. 

Benj.  Ellenwood   

Enoch  Stanwood   Israel  Harding,  Chas.  Hill,  Halifax. 

Geo.  W.  Anderson   Jos.  Hamilton,  Wm.  Bond,  F.  Mouncey, 

Wm.  Bond,  Halifax. 

James  Chadwick   John  Pry  or,  Halifax. 

Daniel  Waid   Phineas  Lovett,  Annapolis  Royal. 

Elk.  Clements   

Prince  Kinney   John  Geo.  Pj^ke,  Halifax. 

James  Robs   

John  Gilchrist   Thos.    H.    Mason,    Geo.    Haines,  Thos. 

Smith,  Jos.  Schofield,  Halifax. 
Chas.  W.  Shea   Messrs.  Barss,  J.  Freeman,  Benj.  Knaut> 

Liverpool. 
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Date. 

4  Sept., 
11  " 
21 

30  " 
30  " 

I  Oct. 
22 

18  Nov. 
25  " 
30  " 

22  Dec. 
10  June, 
4  July 

9 

18  Aug. 
27  " 
24  Sept. 

30  " 
3  Oct. 
20  " 

II  Nov. 
30  " 
16  Dec. 
24  Jan., 


1813 


1814 


Vessel. 

schnr.  Shannon   

ship  Herald   

schnr.  Eetrieve   

brig  Edward   

"  Eleanor   

schnr.  Broke   

lugger  Intrepid   

schnr.  Wolverine  ...... 

Liverpool  Packet 
"  Hare   


Eetaliation 
"      Rolla  .... 
"      Lively    . . . 
Retrieve  . 
Lunenburg 
brig  Sherbrooke  . 
schnr.  Rover  .... 


1815 


"  Ann   

sloop  Minerva   

schnr.  Liverpool  Packet 
Snap  Dragon   . . . 

"  Lunenburg   

Saucy  Jack   

"  Dove   


Tons. 

Guns. 

Men 

146 

5 

50 

279 

10 

25 

55 

4 

40 

322 

9 

25 

192 

12 

25 

52 

5 

35 

67 

6 

16 

143 

10 

80 

67 

5 

30 

38 

2 

25 

71 

5 

35 

132 

5 

60 

30 

5 

30 

55 

4 

20 

93 

5 

45 

85 

5 

50 

57 

1 

20 

64 

3 

45 

93 

5 

45 

100 

3 

45 
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Master  or  CommAxVder.  Owners  and  Residence, 

Benj,  Ellenwood   Snow  Parker,  Liverpool. 

Chas.  Simonds   ....Hugh  Johnson  &  Son,  Thos.  Milledge,  St. 

Wm.  Allan    John,  N.  B. 

Jas.  H.  Tidmarsh   Messrs.  Kitchie  &  Wright,  Halifax. 

Alex.  Anderson    "  " 

Wm.  Smith   

John  Lenferty   ..Peter  LeLachuer,  Guernsey. 

John  Roberts,  jr  

Caleb  Seely   

James  Reid   Noah  Disbrow,  John  Clark,  Hugh  Doyle, 

St.  John,  N.  B. 

Harris  Harrington   

John  Freeman   

Jos.  Bartlett   

W.  Young   

J.  Fault   

Wm.  Corken   

J.  Brown   W.  C.  Wilkie,  John  Brown,  Halifax;  Fred 

LaMont,  Robt.  Moulton,  Jamaica. 

R.  McDonald   

J.  Bartlett   

L.  Knaut   

J.  Reid   

T.  Chamberlain   

J.  Bartlett  

J.  Harrington   
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JOHN  JAMES  STEWAET, 
Born  May  13th,  18U-    Died  February  21tli,  1907. 

In  the  untimely  decease^ — the  result  of  a  lamentable  accident — 
of  John  James  Stewart^  a  former  President  of  this  Society  after 
many  years'  service  in  its  council,  a  charter  member  v^^ho,  from  its 
beginning,  took  a  very  lively  and  active  interest  in  it,  the  Society 
iindis  occasion  to  express  its  deep  sorrow  and  to  offer  some  slight 
tribute  to  Ins  character  and  work. 

The  main  facts  of  his  life  are  as  follows: — He  v^^as  the  son  of 
William  Stewart,  formerly  of  Blair  Athole,  Perthshire,  Scotland, 
and  was  born  at  Williamsdale,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  jSTova 
Scotia,  on  May  13th,  1844.  He  was  educated  at  Amherst  Academy, 
of  which  institution  he  afterwards  became  Principal.  Entering  on 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Howard  McLean,  Halifax,  he  was 
called  to  the  bar  in  1874,  and  entered  immediately  on  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Halifax,  his  partner  being  the  late  Mr.  Justice 
Sedgewick  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  whose  brother-in-law 
he  became.  Not  taking  kindly  to  his  profession — his  aptitudes  and 
talents  leading  in  another  direction — in  1875  he  formed  one  of  a 
small  compan}^,  now  rapidly  diminishing,  of  brilliant  3"0ung  Nova 
Scotians,  who  founded  the  Halifax  Herald,  and  was  made  president 
of  its  Publishing  Company.  In  1878  he  assum^ed^  its  sole  editorial 
management,  therein  succeeding  Sir  Martin  J.  G-riihn,  now  librarian 
of  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  which  position,  though  in  later  years 
wTiting  little,  he  held  till  his  death.  On  October  13th,  1880,  he 
m^arried  Catherine  Olivia — who  survives  liuii— youngest  daughter 
of  AYilliam  I\IcKay,  Halifax.  There  is  no  need  to  enter  on  any  fur- 
ther minute  detail.  It  is  enough  to  state  that,  during  the  thirty-five 
years  of  his  residence  in  Halifax,  he  took  an  active  and  influential 
part,  not  only  in  its  political,  but  in  its  intellectual,  social  and  busi- 
ness life.  Acting  for  3^ears  a  director  of  the  People's  Bank,  he 
became  in  due  time  its  president.  He  was  President  of  the  Acadia 
Loan  Corporation,  to  mention  no  other  business  interests,  while  in 
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1896  he  was  elected  President  of  the  North  British  Society.  It 
should  be  stated,  also,  that  by  family  tradition  and  connection,  and 
by  personal  conviction  as  well,  he  was  a  member,  but  a  broad-minded 
member,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada. 

His  end  was  distressing  and  premature.  Through  the  overturn- 
ing of  an  oil-stove  beside  which  he  was  reading,  he  received  serious 
injuries,  which,  after  an  illness  of  two  weeks,  had  a  fatal  termina- 
tion on  February  27th,  1907. 

It  is  not  easy  to  compress  into  a  flew  sentences  an  adequate 
estini!at,e  of  what  Mr.  Stewart  was.  Intellectually,  his  abilities 
were  of  a  high  order,  which  found  many  and  diversified  ways 
of  expressing  themselves.  His  reading  was  of  a  very  extensive 
and  various  kind.  Few,  indeed,  of  the  great  things  in  ancient  and 
modern  literature  were  unfamiliar  to  him.  In  the  sphere  of  politics 
and  journalism  he  occupied,  during  all  his  active  life,  a  high  place 
in  tlie  confidence  and  counsels  of  the  Conservative  party,  exerting 
from  the  position  he  held,  a  gTeat  and  beneficial,  though  largely 
unseen,  influence  upon  it  and  upon  the  country.  He  was,  at  the 
same  time,  thoroughly  independent,  serving  his  party  only  because^ 
in  his  judgment,  it  served  the  country,  and  from  no  expectation  of 
personal  recognition  or  advantage,  which,  indeed,  he  neither  desired 
nor  received.  He  was  a  clear  and  forcible  writer — not  seldom  in  the 
earlier  period  of  his  editorial  life — hitting  hard,  but  never  with 
malice  or  conscious  unfairness,  never  permitting,  however,  political 
differences  to  interfere  with  personal  regard  or  friendship. 

Specially  deserving  notice  in  these  pages  was  his  interest  in  his- 
torical enquiry.  In  all  matters  relating  to  early  American  and 
Colonial  history,  to  the  history  of  N"ova  Scotia  especially,  he  was 
an  autliority.  His  historical  library  was  the  finest  private  library 
of  the  kind  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  and,  perhaps,  in  Canada. 
Few  knew  as  he  did  the  inner  liistory  of  the  American  Pevolution, 
its  real  causes  and  the  character  and  motives  of  its  leading  actors. 
He  had  a  deep  and  ever-growing  conviction  of  the  importance  to 
the  world  of  the  preservation  of  the  British  Empire  in  its  present 
greatness,  and  of  the  importance  to  Canada,  though,  doubtless, 
under  different  conditions,  of  remaining  an  integral  part  of  it.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  his  historical  knowledge 
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has  largiely  perished  with  him,  and  that  his  busy  life  hindered  him 
from  putting  it  into  some  enduring  form. 

Socially,  he  was  a  delightful  companion  when  once  the  outer 
crust  of  reserve  was  broken — ^nor  was  it  hard  to  break — having  not 
a  little  of  that  "  saving  salt "  of  humour,  wanting  which  a  charac- 
ter is  hardly  complete. 

Personally,  he  was  one  of  the  most  excellent  of  men — of  the 
highest  integrity — ^wholly  incapable  of  anything  mean  or  dis- 
honourable, most  unselfish  and  of  the  utmost  kindness  of  heart. 
After  an  intimacy  with  him  of  thirty  years  and  a  not  infrequent 
serious  divergence  of  opinion,  the  writer  can  recall  only  what  was 
worthy  and  noble  in  sentiment,  in  word  and  in  deed. 

He  had  his  limitations  and  imperfections;  but,  on  the  whok, 
while  Nova  Scotia  has  had  mxore  eminent  and  widely  known,  she 
has  had  few  more  worthy  sons.  May  this  brief  tribute  help,  in 
some  slight  degree,  to  prevent  his  "  name  and  memory "  from 
perishing  altogether  in  the  Province  which  he  loved. 


T.  S. 
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LIST  OF  PAPERS 
Read  before  the  Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society  from 


March  10,  1898, 

TO  May  14,  1907-. 

(See  Vols.  V,  VII,  for  previous  Lists). 

Date 

Title. 

Author 

Where  Printed. 

1891. 

Mar.  10 

Sketch  by  Joe  Howe  of  Agricola. 

Sydenham  Howe. 

Nov.  10 

Reminiscences  of  Halifax,  Thiid 
Paper. 

Peter  Lynch. 

Synopsis,  Halifax 
Herald  Nov.  11  '91. 

1892. 

Jan.  12 

jiiALidctb  11  uin  Kjiu.  jDOScon  Jr*i.p6rs. 

Miss  Eliz.  Frame. 

Synopsis,  Halifax 
Herald,  Jan.  13,  '92. 

Feb.  9 

BLoopGd.  Cfliiinoii  found  cit  Louis* 
burg. 

Rev.  Geo.  Patterson, 
D.  D. 

Mentioned  in  Herald. 

Nov.  8 

juuiiicix  iit^pt  uy  xxGy,  uv.  iviabucr 
Byles  in  London,  1784. 

Hon.     ,  J,  Almon. 

Synopsis,  Halifax 
Herald,  Nov.  9,  '92. 

Dec.  13 
1893. 

ChciptGr  in  History  of  Onslow. 

Israel  Lon^wortli. 

N.  S.  H.  S.  Coil.  Vol. 
IX, Halifax  Herald 
Dec.  14, 15,  1892. 

Jan.  10 

Scrap-Book. 

W.  H.  Hill. 

Feb.  14 

The  Log  of  a  Halifax  Privateer  in 
1757. 

Archd.  MacMechan. 

Acadiensis,  July,  1992. 

Apr027 

Sir  ^Villi£LiTi  Alcx<\ndGr  find  Scot* 
tish  Attempt  to  Colonize  Acadia 

K,ev  Geo  Patterson 
D.D. 

Royal  hoc.  uan.,  Vol. 
X,  p.  93. 

July  28 

*'  Royal  William  "  Steamship. 

Sir  Sandford  Fleming 

Halifax  Herald, 
July  29,  1893. 

Nov.  14 

Voyages  and  Discoveries  of  the 
Cabots. 

Rev.  Moses  Harvey. 

N.  S.  H.  S.  Coll..  Vol. 
IX. 

Dec.  12 

Recollet  Fathers  in  Canada. 

Geo.  Patterson,  M.A., 

Synopsis,  Halifax 
Herald,  Dec.  13,  '93. 

1894. 

Feb.  13 

Critical  Observations  on 
Evangeline. 

F.  Blake  Crofton. 

Dominion  Illustrated, 
Xmas  No. 

Mar.  20 

Origin  and  History  of  Names  of 
Places  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Rev.  Geo.  Patterson, 
D.  D. 

Synopsis  in  Halifax 
Herald,  Mar.  21.  '94. 

Nov.  27 

Louisbourg. 

J.  Plimsoll  Edvpards. 

N.  S.  H.  S.  Coll.,  Vol. 
IX,  synopsis  in  Hfx. 
Herald,  Nov.  28,  '94. 

1895. 

Jan.  22 

Irish  Discovery  of  America. 

Hon.  L.  G.  Power. 

Synopsis  in  Halifax 
Herald,  Jan.  23,  '95. 

Feb.  12 
Mar.  12 

History  of  the  Dockyard,  Halifax. 
Early  Military  Life  in  Halifax. 

Charles  Stubbing. 
W.  H.  Hill. 

N.  S.  H.  S.  Coll.,  Vol. 

XIII. 
Synopsis  in  Halifax 

Herald,  Mar.  13,  '94. 
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Date. 

Title. 

Author. 

Where  Printed. 


Dec.  12 
1896. 

Early  Life  in  Halifax. 

vV.  L.  Brown. 

N.  S.   H.  S.  Collec- 
tions, Vol.  XIII. 

Feb.  11 

French  Protestants  in  Nova  Scotia 

Rev.  Geo.  Patterson, 
D.  D. 

R.  S.  C. 

Apr.  23 
1897. 

Historical  Gleanings. 

Dr.  H.  Y.  Hind. 

Halifax  Herald,  Apr 
24,  1896. 

Apr.  13 

History  of  Wilmofc  and  Aylesford. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Saunders, 
D.  D. 

Nov.  9 

Reminiscences  of  N.  W.  Rebellion 
in  1885. 

Rev.  D.  M.  Gordon, 
D. 

Queen's  Quarterly. 

Dec.  U 
1898. 

Loyalist  Makers  of  Canada. 

Sir  J.  G.  Bourinot. 

R.  S.  C,  Halifax 
Herald,  Dec.  15,  '97. 

Jan.  21 

Scottish  Immigrants  to  Cape  Bre- 
ton. 

Mrs.  Chas.  Archibald. 

Feb.  17 

Benj.  Marsden  of  Marblehead. 

Rev.  W.  0.  Raymond, 
St.  John. 

Mar.  15 

Slavery  in  the  Maritime  Provinces 

Rev.  T.   W.  Smith, 
D.  D. 

N.S.H.S.Coll.,Vol.  X. 

Apr.  12 

Early  French  Missionaries  at  Port 
lioyal. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Owen. 

Nov.  8 

History  of  the  Courts  of  Judica- 
tare  of  N.  S. 

Chief  Justice 
Townshend. 

Can.  Law  Journal. 

Dec.  13 
1899. 

History  of  the  Law  and  Courts  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

C.  Sydney  Harrington. 

Jan.  10 

Military  History  of  Nova  Scotia.  I. 

Harry  Piers. 

Jan.  17 

Origin  of  Nova  Scotians. 

Sir  John  Bourinot. 

Feb.  14 

History  of  Education  in  N.  S. 

Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay. 

Mar.  14 

Freemasonry  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Hon.  Wm.  Ross. 

Nov.  16 

Chancery  Courts  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
Townshend. 

Dec.  12 

Military  History  of  N.  Scotia,  II. 

Harry  Piers. 

1900. 

Feb.  13 

Lord  Dalhousie. 

Archd.  MacMechan. 

Mar.  29 

Benjamin  Marsden. 

Rev.  W,  0.  Raymond. 

Nov.  20 

Legend  of  Evangeline. 

Rev.  Dr.  Brock. 

Dec.  11 

The  War  of  1812. 

Dr.  Hannay. 

N.  S.H.  Coll.,  Vol.  XI. 

1901. 

Jan.  15 

QoTernor  Lawrence 

Jas.  S.  Macdonald. 

N.  S.  H.  S.  Coll.. 
Vol.  XIL 
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Date. 

Title. 

Author. 

Where  Printed. 

Feb.  26 

Capture  of  St-  Pierre,  1793. 

Rev.  T.  W.  Smith. 

Nov.  26 
1902. 

The  Real  Acadians. 

Archd.  MacMechan. 

The  Atlantic 
Mnnthlii  Fph  lQft7 

Feb.  11 

Lord  Charles  Greville  Montague. 

E.  F.  Hart. 

Mar.  12 

Notes  on  Northern  portion  of 
Queens  County, 

R.  R.  McLeod. 

Nov.  25 

Hon.  Alex.  Stewart. 

Chief  Justice 
Townshend. 

Dec.  9 

John  Cabot. 

Senator  Poirier. 

1903. 

Jan  23 

Relations  and  Conditions  of  Hali- 
fax during  Revolutionary  War. 

Miss  Emily  Weaver. 

Amer.  Hiht.  Review.  ' 

Feb.  10 

Hon.  Joseph  Howe. 

F.  Blake  Crofton. 

Mar.  10 

Periodicals  of  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces from  the  Earliest  Times 
to  the  Present. 

D.  R.  Jack,  St.  John. 

A  cadiensis. 

Apr.  li 

Rev.  John  Wis  wall  and  his  Times. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Saunders, 
D.  D. 

N.  S.  H  S  Coll  Vol 

xm.' 

Dec.  15 
1904. 

History  of  St.  Matthew's  Chui'ch, 
Halifax. 

Prof.  W.  C.  Murray. 

[XIL 

N.  S.  H.  S.  Coll.,  Vol. 

Jan.  12 

Richard  Bulkeley. 

Jas.  S.  Macdonald. 

Mar.  15 
Apr.  5 

Notes  on  Nova  Scotia  Privateers. 
Duke  of  Kent. 

Geo.  E.  E.  Nichols. 
A.  Martin  Payne. 

N.  S.  H.  S.  Coll.,  Vol. 
XIII. 

Dec.  6 

Old  Time  Customs. 

J.  B.  Calkin. 

1905. 

Jan.  11 

Account  of  Celebration  of  Ter- 
Centenaiy  of  DeMonts'  Land- 
ing at  Annapolis. 

Mr.  Justice  Longley. 

Mar.  28 

Sir  Samuel  Cunard. 

A.  Martin  Payne. 

Dec.  5 
1906. 

Halifax  in  Literature. 

Archd.  MacMechan. 

AcadiensiSy  April, 

July,  1906. 

Jan.  23  Lt.-Gov.  Francklyn. 

Jas.  S.  Macdonald. 

Mar.  13 

Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

Dr.  Geo. Johnstone. 

Dec.  11 
1907. 

Washington  Treaty,  1871. 

Mr.  Justice  Longley. 

Author'd  M.  S. 
History  of  Cankda. 

Mar,  1 

Gov.  Parr  and  the  Loyalists. 

Jas.  S.  Macdonald. 

Apr.  9 

Governor  DesBarres* 

Rev.  C.  W.  Vernon. 

May  14 

History  of  Beaus^jour. 

W.  C.  Milner. 

INDEX. 


ACADIANS,  landis  of  expelled,  taken  pos- 

sion  of,  41. 
Adam,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Charles,  107. 
Adamant,  capture  and  sale  of,  125. 
Adams,  Capt.,  of  privateer  Lively,  gener- 
ous action  of,  123. 
Adams,  Samuel, 

organizer  of  "  committees  of  correspond- 
ence,'' 10; 
suggests  congress  of  all  the  state's  and 
establishment  of  independent  com- 
monwealth, 11. 
Admiralty, 

High     Court     of,     powers  regarding 

privateers,  112; 
Wolverine  purchased  at  one  of  sale's  of, 

134. 
House,  104; 

land  purchased  for  site  of,  105; 
tablets  in  billiard  room,  106. 
Judge  in,  required  to  issue  letters  of 
marque,  131. 
Advertisements  for  volunteers  for  priva- 
teers, 121. 
Affleck,  Commodore  Sir  E.,  106. 
"  Aga  of  Reason,  The  "  circulated  in  N.  S., 
65. 

Aix-la-Chapelle,  treaty,  prevents  J.  Wis- 

wall  entering  navy,  4. 
Albany,  mission  i&tation  at,  J.  Wiswall 

applies  for,  36. 
Albert,  Francis,  108. 
Alden, 

John,  of  The  Mayfloicer,  55; 

ancestor  of   J.  Aldem   and   Rev.  E. 
Bass,  55. 

John,  graduates  from  Harvard,  55; 
settles  at  Annapolis,  55. 
Allardice,     Archibald,     commander  of 

Buckram,  120. 
Alle'n,  Charles  E.,  reads  paper  tefore  Lin- 
coln Co.  Historical  Society,  33. 
Alligator,    H.    M.    S.,    uapiures  French 
privateers  and  We'st  Indiamen,  125. 
Alline,  Henry, 

minister  of  Newlight  Congrcgational- 
ists,  assists  Rev.  N.  Pierson,  starts 
from  Falmouth  as  evangelist  of 
Whitefield  type,  prcfaches  in.  Mari- 
time Provinces,  44; 


AUine,  Henry — Continued. 

forms  church  at  Cornvvallis,  preaches 
at  Liverpool,  Port  ]\Iedway,  "  a 
burning  and  a  'Shining  light," 
record  cf,  in  Liverpool,  preaches  in 
Halifax,  compares  people  of 
Halifax  to  those  of  Sodom,  death 
of,  never  meets  Mr.  Wiswall,  45; 
travels  from  Cornwallis  to  Handley  Mt. 

on  foot,  53; 
preaches  ordination  sermon  of  Rev.  N. 
Pierson,  criticises   ability  of  Rev. 
N.  Pierson,  56. 

America,  joins  with  Bonaparte  against 
England,  78. 

Americans,  prejudiced  against  England, 
21. 

Anabaptists,  church  at  Horton,  44. 

Ann,  capture  of,  122; 

commander,  sails  for  Castine,  seizure, 
mate  and  crew,  tonnage,  former 
name,  prize  of  (Jhesapealce,  137. 

Annapolis, 

,  County,  History  of,  by  Mr.  Calnek,  59; 
effect  of  schools  of  IMisses  Wiswall 
on  women  of,  73. 
River,  lands  for  Episcopalian  Church 

in  Wilmot,  begin  at,  55. 
Royal,  letter  to  Rev.  E.  Bass  from  Rev. 
J.  Bailey  written  at.  Rev.  J.  Wis- 
wall visits  at, '66; 
evangelistic  meetings  at,  64; 
reformation  at,  66; 
J.  B.  Gilpin  removes  to,  71; 
spring  session  Supreme  Court  at,  dis- 
pensed with,  117; 
plundered  by  privateers,  123; 
privateers  of,  134; 
prisoners  of  war  sent  to,  135. 
Anthony,  John,  108. 

"Apostle  of  the  North."  See  Gilpin,  Ber- 
nard. 

Apprentices,  protect  master's  property, 
live  in  m.  aster's  house',  perform 
menial  services,  receive  daily  share 
of  rum,  95. 

Apprenticeship  system  in  Halifax,  95. 

Arbuthnot, 

Admiral  Marriot,  106; 
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Lieut. -Gov,,  proclaims  martial  law,  116; 
appoints  J.  Fawson  coiiimandeT  of  lie- 
venge,  118. 
Arhuthnot,  privateer,  121; 

captures  ISwallow  and  Ttoo  Brothers, 
122. 

Archibald,  Hon.  S.  G.  W.,  86. 
Argyle  Street, 

church  on,  81 ; 

Mr.  fc:peiLcer  lives  on,  81. 
Army, 

at  Halifax,  punishme/nt  in,  82; 
Koyal,  at  Boston,  capture  of  brig  loaded 
with  cattle!  for,  118. 
Arnold,  Benedict,  repulsed  before  Quebec, 
24. 

Ashby,  James,  slab  in  Shannon  monument 

restored  by,  ICS. 
A^ia,  bonds  given  for,  owners  of,  128. 
Assembly, 

House  of,  payment  of  members,  mem- 
bers expected  to  dress  well,  88; 
Lower     House     of,      ( Massachusetts ) , 
recommend  day  of  fasting,  8. 
Association,  South,  in  Hartford  Co.,  41. 
As3/lum  for  Poor, 

insane  people  sent  to,  99; 
treatment  of  insane!  at,  100. 
Austin,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Francis,  107. 
Austria,  capture  of,  127. 
Authorities  for  paper  on  J.  Wiswall,  1  n. 
Avery,  Dr.,  lo'ses  £20.000  in  development 

of  country's  resources,  91. 
Aylesford, 

schoolmasters  and  catechists  at,  anec- 
dote' of  blacksmith  of,  49; 

Loyalists  settle  at,  and  invite  R.ev.  J. 
Wiwwall  to  preach,  53; 

removal  of  Rev.  J,  Wiswall  to,  54; 

evangelists  at,  64; 

reformation  at,  66; 

arrival  of  \oung  ministers,  revivals, 
organization  of  Methodists  and 
Baptists  at.  Episcopalians  hold 
service  in  house  at,  69. 

B 

Bail,  amount  of,  for  privateers,  112. 
Bailey, 

Captain,  commander  of  Hero,  122. 
Charles  Percy,  godson  of  Mrs.  Callahan, 

protege  of  Duke  of  Kent,  32; 
deaith    at    Chippewa,  distinguishes 

himself  in  war,  33. 
Mrs.    Jacob,    peculiar    appearance  in 

Halifax,  31; 


Bailey — Continued. 

Pvev.  Jacob,  MSS.  of.  In; 
visits  J.  Wiswall,  5; 
persecution   cf,   leaves  home,  enters 

Halifax  Harbor,  his  declaration  to 

Halifax  citizens,  meets  Mr^  Kitson 

in  Halifax,  29; 
lands  in  Halifax  destitute,  welcomed 

by  Mr.  JSioody,  peculiar  appearance 

of,  30; 

paper  on,  by  CL  E.  Allen,  33; 

refuses  to  read  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, 33; 

reasons  for  refusal,  summoned  to 
trial,  34; 

journey  through  settlements  along 
Bay  of  Fuiidy,  dines  where  Charles 
LeBlanc  lived,  officiates  as  clergy- 
man in  Cornwallis,  salary,  decides 
to  retum  to  Kennebec,  35; 
precedes  Rev.  J.  Wiswall  in  Corn- 
wallis, people  fail  to  sympathized 
with  his  loyalty  to  King  ,lack  of 
sympathy  accounted  for,  46; 
removes    from    Comwallis,  teaches 

small  school,  46; 
his    letters   conceTning   marriage  of 

Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  53; 
marries    Rev.  J.    Wiswall  and  Mrs. 
Hutchinson,    reference  to  Rev.  J. 
Wi,wall,  53; 
makes  strong  charges  against  evan- 
gelists, 03; 
enumerates     sects,      inaccuracy  of 
statements  due  to  humor,  G4. 
Bailliei,  Dr.,  of  ship  (Janeaux,  13. 
Baker,  John,  a  war  veteran,  lives  near 

Wilmot,  56. 
Bail,  William,  o^\^ls  privateer,  114. 
Bancroft.  Rev.  Aaron   (father  of  histor- 
in),  leaves  Cornwallis,  44; 
arrives  in  Cornwallis,  probable  return 
to  Nev/  England,  46. 
Banks,  none,  97. 

Baptist  Chapel  in  Halifax,  Sunday  even- 
ing service  at,  83. 
Baptist  Church 

in  Cornwallis,  in  Upper  Canard,  43; 
way  prepared  for  in  Cornwallis,  44; 
adopts  custom  of  Newlight  Congrega- 
tionalists  with  regard  to  services,  52 ; 
in    Horton,    only    Baptist    Church  ir 

Nova  Scotia,  44; 
grant  use  of  church  in  Horton  to  Rey 
J.  Wiswall,  46; 
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Baptist  Church — Continued. 

holds  services  at  Cornwallis,  50; 
preachers    of,    leave    schoolhouse  and 

farm,  appear  in  Wilmot,  zealous, 

61. 

Baptists,  denied  liberty  of  conscience,  11. 

Barbados,  J.  Wiswall  at,  26. 

Barrack  Gate,  soldieirs  flogged  within^  82. 

Barrington, 

Great,  treatment  of  courts  at,  12; 

Vice- Admiral,  engages  French  fi^et  in 
West  Indies,  27; 

Barss, 

Captain  Joseph,  commandier  of  Enter- 
prise, 120; 
of  Despatch,  122; 
forfeits  ktiter  of  marque,  122. 
commander  of  Lord  Spencer,  126; 
savos  provisions  and  crew  of  Lord 

iSpencer,  127; 
commander  of  Liverpool  Packet,  132; 
daring  of,    confined  at  Portsmouth, 
release  of,  133,  138. 
James,  part  owner  of  Liverpool  Facfcet, 
132;  of ^ir  John  ISherhrooke,  133; 
John,  part  owner  of   Sir  John  Sher- 
hrooke,  133. 
Bartlett,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  account  of  Rev. 

J.  Bailey  in  Frontier  Missionary,  5. 
Bashard,  John,  1st  liait.  of  Hertford,  113. 
Bass, 

Alden,  lives  near  J.  Wiswall  in  Wilmot, 
father  of,  comes  to  N.  S.,  descend- 
ant of  John  Alden  and  Pris cilia 
Mullins,  55; 

Dr.  Edward,  first  bishop  of  Massachu- 
setts, descendant  of  John  Alden  and 
Priscilla  Mullins,  55 ; 

Rev.  Edward,  letter  from  Rev.  J. 
Bailey  to,  54; 

John,  graduates  from  Harvard,  settles 
at  Annapolis,  descendant  of  John 
Alden  and  Priscilla  Mullins,  55. 

Bauer, 

Andrew,    German   settler   in  Halifax, 
industry  of,  81; 
land  purchased  from,  105; 
Thomas,  105. 
Bayard 

Col.  Sam.  Vetch,  begins  life  near  home 
Rev.  J.  Wiswall  in  Wilmot,  55 ; 
house  of,  58; 

Unices  with  Methodists,  his  careless 
life,  reformation,  piety,  visits  New 
England,    in  contact  with  Lyman- 

11 


Bayard. — Vontiniied. 

Beecher     temperance  movemelit, 

temperance  society  formed  by,  62; 
Dr.,   grandson  of    Col.   Bayard,  octo- 
genarian, practices  in  St.  Jolm,  62. 
Beaver  River,  temperance  society  at,  63. 
Beckwith,    Sam.,    drafts    memorial  to 

churches  in  Boston,  41. 
BeJdford  Row,    Lineton,  truckman, 

lives  on,  83. 
Belcher,  Mr.,  reconciliation  with  Rev.  J. 

Wiswall,  58. 
"  Belle    Fleur,'*     apple    introduced  by 

Bishop     Inglis,    called     "  bishop 

pippin,"  58. 
Bell's  Lane, 

P.  Marchington  owns  property  on,  81  j 
origin  of  name',  81. 
Berkeley,  Vice-Admiral  Hon.  G.  C,  106. 
Berkley,   Capt.,  tires  of  wilderness  Hie, 

leaves  Wilmot,  57. 
Bermuda, 
naval  stores  removed  to,  76; 
42nd  Royal  Highlanders  at,  82. 
Bessonnett   and   Brown,   Wm.  Marstexs 

Brown,  a  member  of  firm  of,  75  n. 
Bessonnett,  John  S.,  half-brother  of  Wm. 

M.  Brown,  75  n. 

Best, 

 ,    receives    son    of    Col.  Bur- 

bidge  at  auction,  farm  on  South 
Mt.,  47 ; 

 ,  straincid  relations  with  Rev.  J. 

Wiswall,  50; 

Stephen,    house  of,  plundered  by  pri- 
vateers, 117. 
Bigelow,     Isaac,     drafts    memorial  to 
churches  in  Boston,  41. 

Bill, 

Rev.  I.  E.,  Baptist  minister  at  Nictaux, 
holds  temperance  meeting,  62;  his 
daughter  establishes  boarding 
school,  73. 
Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Rev.  I.  E.  Bill, 
conducts  boarding  school  at  Nic- 
taux, 73. 

Bills  of  exchange,  scarcity  of,  97. 

Birkbeek,   Dr.,   of  London,   ridiculed  for 
proposing  chimney  sweeping,  97. 

Black, 

John,  part  owner  of  Caledonia,  132; 
Martin   Gay,    J.    Malcolm   worl<^  on 

house  of,  95; 
Rev.   Wm.,   pioneer  of  Methodism  in 

Maritime    Provinces,  evangelistic 
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work,    preaches    in    Wilmot  and 
Comwallis,  46; 
receives    missionary    recruits  from 

United  States,  52; 
sends  evangelists  to  Wilmot,  60; 
father  of  Methodism,  66. 
Blacksmith  of  Aylesford,  anecdote  of,  49, 
Blonde,  H.  M.  S.,  124; 

rescue  of  survivors  from  wreck  of,  124. 
Boag,  Thomas, 

first  letter  of  marque  in  war  1812  issued 

to,  131; 
commander  of  Caledonia,  132. 
Boarding  schools   for  young   ladies,  in 
Nova  Scotia, 
first,  conducted  by  Mercy  and  Miriam 

Wiswall,  73; 
conducted     by    Mary     Ann     Bill  at 

Nictaux,  73; 
at  Middleton,  established  by  Mr.  Charles 

Chesley,  73; 
at  Claremce,  established  by  Mr.  Fitch, 
73. 

Bond,  Wm.,  butcher, 

put  in  gaol  for  debt,  privations  and 
death  of,  87; 

death  notice  of,  87. 
Bonds, 

privateer,    issue    of,    in    the  United 

States,  123; 
given  for  observance  of  conditions  in 

letiters  of  marque,,  128 ; 
list  of  privateers  for  which  taken,  128. 
Boston, 

arrival  of  troops  at,  joy  over  capture 

Louisburg,    relief    at    failure  of 

Freaich  to  capture,  3; 
besieged  by  continental  army,  18; 
besieged  by  Washington's  army,  19; 
change  in,  presence  of  British  soldier* 

in,  besieged  by  continental  army, 

British  ships  in  harbor  of,  loyalists 

numerous  in,  21 ; 
evacuation  of,  24. 
Bouncing     Polly,     captured     by  Am. 

privateer,  120. 

Bowman,   , 

mentioned  in  letter  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall, 

33; 

summons  Rev.  J.  Bailey  to  trial,  34. 
Boyne, 

J.  Wiswall  chaplain  of,  25; 
in  English  or  Irish  ports,  sails  for  West 
Indies,  25; 


Boyne — Continued. 

capftures  Am.  privateets,  engagements- 

with  French  fleet,  26; 
badly  damaged,  27; 

loss  of  life  on  board  during  second 
engagement  with  French,  28. 

Bradford,  ,  part  owner  of  Nymph^ 

126. 

Brandywine,  battle  of,  J.  J.  Myrah  fights 

at.  Count  Polastic  killed  at,  76. 
Brazil,   trade   with    Halifax,   raw  hides 

brought  from,  99. 
Brest,  125. 
Breynton,  Dr., 

in  charge   at  St.  Paul's,    chaplain  of 

House  of  Assembly,  25; 
welcomes  J.  Wiswall,  28. 
Bridewell,  punishment  of  prisoners  in,  86. 
Broad  Cove,  invasion  of,  by  privateers, 

135. 

Broke,  owners  of,  134. 
Brown, 

 ,  30; 

 ,  103; 

Harrv,  "  welcomfte    Rev.    J.    Bailey  to 

Halifax,  32; 
Joanna,  mother  of  W^m.  M.  Brown,  75  w; 
Thomas,  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Wiswall  to, 

34; 

letter  to,  concerning  marriage  Rev.  J. 
Wiswall,  53; 
Wm.,  grandfather  of  Wm.  M.  Brown, 
emigrates  from  Tipperary  to  Hants 
Co.,  75  n; 

Wm.,  father  of  Wm.  M.  Brown,  75  n; 
goes  by  sleigh  to  Montreal  in  winter, 
money    carried  by,   money  s^ent  in 
sack  to  packet,  sails  in  Cherub,  90. 
Wm.  Marsters,  born  in  Halifax,  eldest 
child  Wm.  and  Joanna  Brown,  in 
hardware  business,  his  disposition, 
unsuccessful     as     business  man, 
interest  in  te.mperancef  and  church 
work,  death,  75  w; 
hires  carriage  to  bury  child  at  Three 
Mile  House,  88. 
Brymer,  Alex.,  owner  of  Halifax  Boh,  121. 
Buckets,  made  by  coopers,  price  of,  97. 
Buckram, 

fitted  out  by  N.  S.  Government,  tonnage, 
armament,  commander,  special 
duties  of,  120; 

capturrs  Comet,  Hannah,  and  another 
privateer,  122. 
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Budd,  Charles,  M.  P.  P.,  marries  daughter 
of  P.  Wiswall,  59. 

Bulkeley,  Richard,  signs  de^d  regarding 
land  for  Navy  Hospital,  104. 

Burbidge,  Col., 

grandfather  of  Judge  Burbidge-,  friend 
of  J.  Wiswall,  testimony  from  S.  P. 
G.  regarding  benevolence  of,  elected 
member  of  S.  P.  G.,  47 ; 
complains  to  S.  P.   G.  about  Rev,  J. 
Wiswall,    strained  relatioas)  with 
Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  50; 
reconciliation  with  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  54; 
son  of  a  pauper,  auctioned  to  lowest 
bidder,  bought  by  Mr.  Best,  47; 
kindly  treated  by  Mr.  Best,  appear- 
ance, culture  and  superior  charac- 
ter, 48. 

Burgoyne,  surrender  of,  40. 

Burke,  Rev.  Edmund,  D.  D.,  Vicar  Apos- 
tolic, in  charge  R.  C.  Church  at 
Halifax,  controversy  with  Rev.  D. 
McCulloch,  remark  conceirning  Rev. 
J.  Burton,  remark  to  Dr.  Sullivan, 
priest  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  85. 

Burkett,  John,  commander  of  Matilda, 
134. 

Burton,  Rev.  John,  receives  help  from 
money  collected  by  Dr.  McCulloch, 
Baptist  ministe'r  in  Halifax,  in  poor 
circumstances,  remark  of  Rev.  E. 
Burke  concerning,  85. 

Busy,  former  name  of  privateer  Ann,  137. 

Byles,  Rev.  Mather,  chaplain  of  army,  25. 

Byron, 

Admiral  Hon.  John,  106: 
Vice-Admiral,  engages  Fretich  fleet  in 
West  Indies,  27. 

C 

C  N,  Cha., 

mentioned  in  letter  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall, 

33; 

identified  with  Charles  Carleton,  33. 
Calcutta,  brig  sent  from  Halifax  to,  99. 
Caledonia,  owners  of,  part  played  by,  132. 
Callaghan,  Owen,  108. 
Callahan, 

 ,  30; 

Capt.,  arrival  of  Rev.  J.  Bailey  and 
party  at  home  of,  absence  at  Penob- 
scot, 31; 

Mrs.,  anxiety  at  supposed  absence  of 
god-son,  dream  of,  32. 


Callbach,   , 

commander-in-chief    at  Charlottetown, 
117; 

prisoner  to  New  England,  117. 

Calnek,   ,   author    of   History  of 

Annapolis  Co.,  59. 

Vambrian,  H.  M.  S.,  captures  Lord  Nel- 
son, 127. 

Camp  Hill,  fairs  at,  review  of  militia  at, 
"  shrub "  furnished  at,  92. 

Canard,  Upper,  Cor^xegationalist  mee(t- 
ing  house  at,  43. 

(Janeaux,  13. 

Canning,  Congregationalist  meeting  hous« 
at,  43. 

Oanso,  vessel  captured  at,  117. 
Careenage, 

troops  embark  at,  26; 

provisions  bad  at,  38 ; 

six  men  buried  at,  39; 

sickness  of  isailors  at,  38,  39. 
Careening  Yard,  land  purchased  for,  104. 
Caricatures 

of  French,  81; 

of    those  desiring    high  positions',  ift 

bookseller's  window,  81 ; 
of  Frenchman  dragged  by  sailors,  82. 
Carleton, 

 ,   summons   Rev.   J.    Bailey  to 

trial,  34: 

Charles,  referred  to  as  Cha.  C  ^n, 

33; 

mentioned  in  paper  by  C.  E.  Allen,  33. 

Carpenters,  wages  of,  95,  96. 
Carriages,  poor  appearance  of,  in  Halifax, 

price  of  hiring,  88. 
Casco    Bay,    Rev.    J.    Wiswall    and  H, 

Mowatt  arrested  at,  53. 
Casco  Harbor,  Caneaux  in,  13. 
Castine,  Ann,  sails  for,  137. 
Cattle  fairs  see  Fairs,  cattle. 
Cemetery,  Naval, 

record  of  burials  in,  established,  divided 

into  sections,  107; 
oldest  grave,  most  interesting  stone  in, 
108. 

Charlottetown,  plundered  by  Am.  priva- 
teers, 117. 

Cherub,  packet  owned  by  Dan  Kelly,  Wm. 
Brown  takes  passage  in,  best  con- 
veyance between  Boston  and  Hali- 
fax, 90. 

Chesapeake,  U.  S.  frigate,  108; 

captures  privateer  Ann,  137. 
Chester,  fits  out  Hero,  122. 
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Chigneeto, 

S.  Cobb  resides  at,  116; 
iproceeds  against  Indians  at,  115. 
Chimneys,  sweeping  of,  adopted  in  London, 

proposied  by  Dr.  Birkbeek,  97. 
Chipman,  Rev.  T.  H.,  iSiewligbt  preacher, 
lives  near  Bridgetown,  45; 
conducts  services  at  Nictaux,  46; 
engage  in  reformation  at  Annapolis, 
Wilmot,  Aylesford,  66. 
Chipmans,  66. 

Chippewa,  death  of  C.  Bailey  at,  33. 
Choirs  of  Halifax  churches,  92; 

behaviour  a/t  weekly  practice,  92,  93; 
steward  elected  by,  92 ; 
measures  to  prevent  lively  d-emonstra- 
tions  of,  93. 
Cholera,  Asiatic,  deaths  from,  in  Halifax, 
Dalhousie  College  used  as  hospital 
for    patients    ill    with,  victims 
buried  at  Fort  Maissey,  burial  of 
victims  of,  fatal  among  soldiers,  99. 
Christmas,  heavy  drinking  •excusable  at, 

deaths  from  drinldng  at,  100. 
Church  Schools.     (iSee  ISchools,  Church). 
Church  St.,  Episcopal  church  on,  Pres- 
byterian church  on,  43. 
Churches, 

heating  of,  chafing  dishes  in,  86; 
their    relations    to    drunkenness  in 
Halifax,  92. 
Churchill,    Jose?ph,    master    of    Earl  of 

Dublin,  gives  bonds,  128. 
Clanwilliam,  Vice-Admiral  Earl,  107. 
Clarence,   ladies    boarding   school  estab- 
lished by  Mr.  Fitch  at,  73. 
Clensy,  Polly,  of  Kennebec, 
lives  with  Rev.  J.  Bailey,  31; 
announces  arrival  of  Rev.  J.  Bailey  and 
party,  32. 

Clerks,  of  Halifax,  receive  small  salaries, 
95. 

Coach,  no  good,  for  hire  in  Halifax,  88. 
Coal,  price  of,  96. 
Cobb,  Capt.  Sylvanus, 

cruises  along  Bay  of  Fuindy,  114; 
nature  of  cruises  of,  expedition  against 
French  and  Indians,  ordered  to 
apprehend  Abbe  Le  Loutre,  sails 
against  French,  in  employ  of  Prov. 
Cfovt.,  commander  of  Boston  priva- 
teer, of  sloop  York,  at  Louisburg, 
friend  of  Gov.  Comwallis,  goes  to 
V  Boston,  solicits  aid  of  Grov.  Phipps, 

115; 


Cobb,  Capt.  Sylvanus — Continued. 

conducts  Greneral  Wolfe  to  Louisburg, 
anecdote  of,  resides  at  Chigneeto, 
builds  house  in  Liverpool,  at  siege 
of  Havana,  regret  of,  death  of,  116, 
138. 

Cochran,  Rev.  Dr.,  in  Trinity  Church, 
Halifax,  reminds  hearers  of  small- 
ness  of  Sunday  contributions, 
preaches  on  the  pouring  of  the 
ointment  by  Mary,  preaches  at 
Rockhead  prison,  on  miraculous 
distribution  of  loaves  and  fishes, 
89. 

Cochrane, 

Hon.    Alexander    Forrester    G.  C.  B., 
site    for    Admiralty    House  pur- 
chased by,  105; 
Vice-Admiral     and  Commander-in- 
chief,  105; 
Vice-Admiral,  Hon.  Sir  A.,  106; 
Wm.,  part  owner  of  Rover,  Duke  of 
Kent,  126; 
owner  of  EUza  gives  bonds,  128; 
&  Co.,  owners  of  privateers,  128. 
Cockbum,  Vice-Admiral  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  G., 
100. 

Cogswell,  Hezekiah,  41. 

Coins,  in  circulation  in  Halifax,  89. 

Collier,    Capt.    George,    commander  of 

Kainhow,  28. 
CoUingwood,  j.vev.  C.  S.,  writes  Life  of 

Bernard  Gilpin,  71. 
Collins  and  Allison,  part  owners  of  Bolla, 

135. 
Collins, 

Enos,  first  lieutenant  on  C.  M.  Went- 
worth,  statement  of  regarding 
cruise  to  West  Indies,  127; 

part  owner  of  Liverpool  Packet, 
receives  net  proceeds  of  sale  of 
prizes  of  Liverpool  Packet  132; 

part  owner  of  Sir  John  Sherhrooke, 
133,  138; 

Hallett,  part  owner  of  Rover,  Duke  of 

Kent,  Nymph,  126; 
owner  of  merchant  vessels  129,  138. 
Colpoys,  Rear  Admiral  Sir  E.  G.,  106. 
Colvill,    Rt.    Hon.    Alex.,    Lord,  Rear- 

Admiral,  104; 

land  granted  to  104. 
Comet,  capture  of,  122. 
Commerell,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  John  E.,  107. 
Commission,    extract    from    typical,  for 

letter  of  marque  118,  119. 


INDEX. 


165 


Commissions  issued  to  privateers,  134. 

Committees  of  correspondence,  organized 
In  Massachusetts,  object  of,  deny 
English  sovereignity,  demand  with- 
drawal British  power  from 
American  Colonies,  10. 

Condy,  Rev.   ,  friend  of  J.  Wiswall, 

6. 

Congregational  Church,  in  Cornwallis, 

sends  memorial  to  churches  of  Boston, 
prosperity  of,  receive  help  from 
Halifax,  41; 

involved  in  debt,  seek  relief,  without 
gospel  administration,  reasons  for 
seeking  aid,  danger  of  members 
becoming  Churchmen,  42; 

situation  of  meeting  house,  abandon 
meeting  house  for  better  accommo- 
dation, build  two  houses  to  replace 
original  meeting  h^us?,  43; 

many  members  of,  immersed,  44; 

number  of  ministers  in  Nova  Scotia,  43; 

formed  by  Rev.  H.  Alline  near  Hamil- 
ton's Corner,  45; 

absorbs  old  Congregational  Church,  45. 
Congregationalists, 

adopt  Anabaptist  scheme,  64; 

numbers  of,  increased,  64; 

troublesome   near    Cranville,  Wilmot, 
Aylesford,  64. 
Congress,    sends   privateers  to  cruise  in 

Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  117. 
Connecticut, 

exists  under  charter  making  practically 
independent,  8 ; 

elects  legislature,  governor,  tear  entire 
expense  of  maintenance,  enact  and 
enforce  laws  without  royal  sanc- 
tion, no  power  to  make  foreign  trea- 
ties, compared  with  Transvaal  and 
Orange  Freie  State,  9; 

treatment  of,  similar  to  treatment 
Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State 
by  Gladstone,  10. 

Cook, 

Capt.,  103; 

Ephraim,  103. 

Cooper,  Rev.   ,  friend  of  J.  Wiswall,  6. 

Cornwall, 

sailors  employed  a  week  in  pumping, 
38; 

infection  on,  supplies  short  on,  39. 
Cornwallis, 

letter  to  J.  Wi&wall  from,  35; 


Cornwallis — Continued. 

no.  of  families  in,  no  r^ular  teacher 

in,  40; 
history  of,  41; 

two  hundred  people  from  Coniiectietit 

land  at,  soldiers  stationed  at,  no. 

oi  families  belonging  to  Episcopal 

Church,  46; 
school -house  connected  with  church  at, 

49; 

diminution  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall's  congre- 
gation at,  50; 

Presbyterian  church  in,  secures  services 
Rev.  Mr.  Graham,  50; 

Mr.  Graham  leaves,  for  Stewiacke,  52; 

Rev.  J.  Wiswall  resigns  mis&ion  at,  54; 

reformation  at,  66; 

damage  by  privateers  at,  117; 

inhabitants  of,  petition  protection 
against  privateers,  118. 

General,  trapped  at  Yorktown,  40; 

Governor,  appoints  S.  Cobb  commander 
of  York,  115. 
Coroner  of  Halifax  Co.,  an  old  man,  anec- 
dote of,  no  fixed  rate  for  services 
of,  90. 
Cotton,  price  of,  96. 
Coulson, 

Bill,  son  of  Capt.  Coulson,  schoolmate 
of  Wm.  M.  Brown,  98; 

Capt.,  commander  of  brig,  97; 

buries  cash  boxes  in  ballast,  denies 
having  money  on  board,  hoisted  to 
yard-arm  with  noose  round  neck, 
abandoned  by  pirates,  brings  specie 
safely  home,  injury  to  neck,  son  of, 
98. 

Creditors  allowed  to  keep  debtors  in  jail 
as  long  as  bread  supplied,  87. 

Creighton, 

(Miss)  A  ,  writes  paper  on  plun- 
der of  Lunenburg  in  Acadiensis, 
123  m; 

Col.,  residence  in  Lunenburg  burned, 
carried  prisoner  to  New  England, 
123. 

Cribben,  '  Thomas,   commander  of  Loyat 

Nova  i^cotian,  118. 
Croke,  Judge,  judge  in  Admiralty,  131. 
Cropley,  Wm.,  catechist  and  teacher  at 

Handley  Mt., 
conducts   Sabbath  worship,   labors  on 

Handley  Mt.  for  twenty  years,  60, 

61; 
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Cropley,  Wm. — Continued. 

rejected  as  schoolmaster  by  people  of 

Handley   Mt.,  youth    of  Handley 

Mt.  indebted  to,  62. 
Cumberland,  capture  of,  captain  of  refused 

hearing  in  court,  125. 
Cumberland,    spring     session  Supreme 

Court  in,  dispensed  with,  117. 
Cunard  steamer,  notice  at  saloon  entrance 

regarding  letters,  mail  officer  of,  88. 
Curling,  introduced  by  Sir  H.  Stewart, 

on  Smith's  mill-dam,  98. 
Cushing,   ,  summon&'Rev.  J.  Bailey 

to  trial,  34. 
Cutler, 

Ebenezer,  father  of  Hesdeliah  Cutler, 
70; 

Hesdeliah,     daughter    of    E.  Cutler, 
marries  J.  Wiswall,  children  of,  70. 
Cyclopedia  of  Canadian  Biography,  brief 
sketch  of  Rev.  Dean  Gilpin  from, 
70. 

D 

Dalhousie 

College,  used  as  hospital,  99 ; 
Coumtess  of,  active  in  relieving  distress 

of    beggars,     called    "  Queen  of 

Beggars,"  92; 
Earl     of,     promoter     of  agriculture, 

originates  cattle  fairs  and  plowing 

matches,  92. 
Dart,  prizes  of,  134. 
Dartmouth, 

taverns  and  tea-houses  of,  well  patron- 
ized on  Sunday,  83 ; 
ftwo  packet  ships  built  at,  ships  carry 

merchandise    to    Liverpool,  Eng., 

from,  99. 

Dates  on  stones  in  various  parts  of  Naval 

Yard,  105. 
David,  The,  privateex,  121; 

captures  Hannah  and  Humbug,  122. 
Dean, 

Capt.,  of  Dreadnought,  of  sloop  Howe, 
122. 

Capt.  E.,  commander  of  Lord  Nelson, 
126. 

Deaths,  record  of,  in  Navy,  107; 

inserte'd  in   official  register,  quarterly 
record  sent  to  Ceneral  Admiralty, 
England,  108. 
Debtors, 

laws  regarding,  87 ; 
death  notice  of,  privations,  of  in  gaol,  87. 
Deep  Water,  railway  wharf,  105. 


Denerett,   ,    on^   of   murderers  of 

Capt..  Westmacottj  hanged  for 
murder,  78. 

Desert,  Mount,  134. 

Despatch,  brings  prize  to  Liverpool,  sub- 
ject of  Mitigation,  plunder  of,  com- 
mander of,  122. 

DeWolfe,  James,  part  owner  of  Rover, 
Duke  of  Kent,  126. 

Digby, 

four  hundred  houses,  no  minister  in, 
settled    by    Loyalists,    visited  by 
Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  47; 
reformation  at,  66; 
privateers  at,  117. 
Digby,  Rear-Admiral  Hon.  Robt.,  106. 
Dimocks,  66. 

Dinah,  slave  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  never 
sold,  spends  last  days  with  Minot 
family,  57. 

Distillery  Yard,  owned  by  Mr.  Mauger, 
104. 

Dixon,  Francis,  108. 
Dockyard,  H.  M.    See  Naval  Yard. 
Dollars,  silver,  in  circulation  in  Halifax,  89. 
Don  Quixote,  of  Newburyport,  tonnage  of, 

captured  by  Mowatt,  122. 
Doubloons,  in  circulation  in  Halifax,  89; 

weight  of,  "  sweating "  of,  98. 
Douglas,  Commodore  Sir  Charles,  106. 
Dove,  prizes  of,  137. 
Drafts,  not  easily  obtained,  90. 
Dreadnought,  Capt.  of,  122; 

captures  privateers,  122. 
Dream  of  Mrs.  Callahan  concerning  Rev. 

J.  Bailey  and  party,  32. 
Duffus,    Wm.,    part    owner   of  (general 

Bowyer,  128. 
Duke  of  Kent,  privateer,  125; 

commander,  owners,  tonnage^  armament 

of,  126; 
meets  C.  M.  Weiitworth,  127 ; 
sails  to  West  Indies,  127,  128. 
Dunbar,   .  treatment  of,  for  buying 

cattle  from  Loyalist,  13. 
Duncan,  Henry,    commissioner    of  Naval 

Yard,  land  purchased  for  Careening 

Yard  by,  104. 
Dundonald,  Vice-Admiral  Rt.  Hon.  Earl, 

107. 

Dutchtown,  suburb  of  Halifax,  75. 

Duties  on  British  goods  in  Halifax,  raised, 
since  Confederation,  on  foreign 
goods,  collected  by  officers  appoint- 
ed by  Imperial  Government,  88. 
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E 

I:agab,  Col.,  house  of,  58. 

Eager,  Col.,  makes  home  near  Rev.  J. 

Wiswall  in  Wilmot,  55. 
Eagle,  128. 

Eaglestone,  Rev.   ,  of  Ireiland, 

settles   in  Comwallis  as  Presbyterian, 
returns    home    for   orders,  comes 
back  to  Corm;\-allis,  42; 
settles  at  Amherst,  captured  by  revolu- 
fltionists,  carried  to  Boston,  43. 
J!arl  of  Duhlin,  bonds  given  for,  master 

and  owners  of,  128. 
Earl  of  London,  owner  of,  114. 
Earl  of  Macclesfield,  privateer,  114. 
East  India  Company, 

tax  on  tea  of,  remitted,  11; 
horror  of,  in  America,  11, 
-Eliza,  bonds  given  for,  master  and  owner 
of.  128. 

Ellenwood,     Benjamin,     commander  of 
Shannon,  135,  138. 

Elliot, 

Rev.  Andrew,  donations  for  relief  Rev. 
B.  Phelps  sent  to,  43; 

Rev.   ,  friend  of  J.  Wiswall,  6. 

Ellis.  Rev.   .   Episcopalian  clergy- 
man in  Hants  and  Kings  Co.,  25. 
England,  rate  of  postage  to.  mails  from, 
88, 

.English,  prejudiced  against  Americans,  21, 
Enterprise,   first   privateer  of  Liverpool 
merchants,  commander  of,  tonnage 
and  armament  not  reported,  owner 
of  prizes  captured  by,  120. 
JEpiscopal  Church, 

affected  by  rebellion,  7; 
in  Cornwallis,  on  Church  St.,  43; 
not  finished  on  arrival  of  Rev.  J.  Wis- 
wall, 47; 

unable  to  pav  salary  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall, 
48; 

causes  of  decrease  in  church  attendance, 
50; 

begins  to  diminish.  50; 

grant  of  land  in  Wilmot  to,  55; 

schools  of,  granted  land  in  Wilmot,  55; 

prejudice  of  Loyalists  against,  61; 

in  New  England,  rapid  increase  of, 
opposition  to,  cause  of  increase, 
training  of  candidates  for  Holy 
Orders,  67 ; 

in  Xova  Seotia,  opinionis  of  Rev.  J. 
Wiswall  concerning  prosperity  of, 
buildings  of,  erected  with  funds 
voted  by  legislature,  appointment 
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of  missionaries  of,  attitude  of  mis- 
sionaries of,  towards  settlers,  67; 
.attitude  of  settlers  to  missionaries,  68 ; 
prevalence  of  drinking  among  mem- 
bers   of.     attitude     of  toward-s 
drinking,  94. 
Etter,  Benjamin,  part  o^^^ler  of  Earl  of 
Dublin,     General     Bowyer,  gives 
bonds,  128, 
Evangelists, 

appearance  of,  effect  of,  61 ; 
opinions  of  Rev,  J.  Bailey  and  Rev.  J. 
Wiswall  regarding,  come  from  the 
United   States,    return  to  United 
States  enriched,  63; 
supposed  to  incite  rebellion  and  circu- 
late treasonable  books.  65 ; 
Methodist  and  Baptist,  reform  pioneers 
in  Xova  Scotia,  report  of  labors 
of,  66. 

Ewing,  Capt,.  prisoner  in  G-uadeloupe, 
125. 

F 

Factor.  Portuguese,  ship,  capture;  of, 
plundered,  sold,  cargo  restored  to 
owners,  132. 

Fahie,  Rear-Admiral  X,  C,  106. 

Fairs,  cattle,  originated  by  Earl  of  Dal- 
housie,  nature  of,  92, 

Fales, 

 ,  uncle  of  Rich,  and  Benj.  Eales, 

clerk  of  court  at  Taunton,  j^est  on, 
56; 

Benjamin,  from  New  England,  helps  to 
make  clearing  on  Xorth  Mt.,  a 
genius,  meets  George  Stronach,  56; 
agreement  mth  G-eneral  Ruggles,  57; 

Richard,  brother  of  Benj.  Fales.  edu- 
cated at  Harvard,  quick  wit,  jest 
of,  56. 

Fales,  small  stream  flowing  into  Annapolis 

River,  56. 
Falmouth, 

Rev,  J.  Wiswall.  minister  at,  4; 

revolution  in,  8; 

wife  and  children  of  Rev.  J,  Wiswall 

leave,  affairs  of,  in  confusion,  18; 
rebellion  at,  13-17; 

people  of.  take;  property  and  estate  of 
Rev,  J,  Wiswall  for  maintenance 
of  army,  18; 

ships  sent  to  destroy,  town  laid  in 
ashes,  19 ; 

talk  of  new  government  at,  35; 

capture  of  Retaliation  near,  136. 
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Fanshaw,  Vice- Admiral  Arthur,  107. 
Fanshawe,  Vice-Admiral  E.  G.,  107; 
improves  conditions  of  Naval  Cemetery, 
108. 

Fantome,  H.  M.  IS.,  captures  Portsmouth 

Packet,  134. 
Fawson,  Jones,   commander  of  Revenge, 

commission  of,  118,  119. 
Ferry,  Gates',  near  present  site  Middleton 

bridg'e,  origin  of  name,  56. 
Ferrymen,  drunken  condition  of,  93. 
Fillis,  ,  collector  of  taxes,  goes  from 

house    to   house,    commission  of, 

courteously    received,    dress  and 

appearance  of,  87. 
Fire-places,  size  of,  96. 
Fish,  plentiful,  cheap,  96; 

payment  for  cargoes  of,  97. 
Fisher,    Sydney    George,    impartial  in 

records  of  revolution,  40  n. 
Fishmarket,  93; 

drunkards    waiting   near,   called  fish- 
market  sharks,  93 ; 
sharks,  drunkards  waiting  near  market 

to  earn  few  pence,  93. 
Fitch,     Simon,     Congregational  Church 

formed  in  house  of,  near  Hamilton's 

Corner,  45. 
Fitz-Uniacke,  Richard,  Attorney-General, 

executes  deed  relating  to  Admiralty 

House,  105. 
Fly,  The,  privateer,  121; 

prizes  of,  134. 
Flour,  price  of,  96. 

Forchu,  Cape,  inhabitaiuts  of,  taken 
prisoners,  brig  captured  at,  117. 

Ford,  Robinson,  first  lieut.  of  Lwwrence, 
113. 

Forman,  Grassie  &  Co.,  owners  of  Jason 
and  other  privateers,  give  bonds, 
128. 

Fort  Massey,  burial  of  cholera  victims  at, 
99. 

Fortune,  capture  of,  122. 

Fox,   ,  schoolmaster  of  S.  P.  G.  in 

Cornwallis,  his  exemplary  conduct, 

give's  satisfaction,  48. 
France^  war  against,  declared,  124. 
Francklin, 

Lieut.-Gov.,  at  variance  with  Governor 

Legge,  assures  English  of  loyalty 

of    Nova    Scotians,    accuses  Gov. 

Legge  of  tyrannical  acts,  24; 
Michael,  owns  privateer,  114. 


Franklin  grates,  imported  from  Scotland^^ 

price  of,  97. 
Eraser,  Hon.  Jas.,  agent  for  distribution 

of  prize  money,  vexed  by  clamor  of 

crew,  anecdote  of,  85. 
Frauds  on  government  condoned,  84,  85. 
Freeman, 

 ,  103; 

 ,  bondsman  for  J.  Wiswall,  Capt. 

Mowatt,  Rev.  J.  Bailey,  16; 
brings  letter  to  Capt.  Mowatt,  15; 
John,  master  of   'Nelson,  gives  bonds, 
128; 

commander  of  Liverpool  Packet,  132, 
138; 

Joseph,  commander  of  Duke  of  Kent, 
126; 

commander   and  part  owner  of  Sir 
John  Sherlrooke,  132,  138; 
Thomas,  commander  of  Retaliation,  132, 
138; 

Wm.,  part  owner  of  Rover,  126. 
Frenchman,  caricature  of,  proper  subject 

for  ridicule,  82. 
"  Frontier  Missionary," 

account  of  Rev,  J.  Bailey  in,  5; 

account  of  removal  of  Rev.  J.  Bailey  to 
Annapolis  in,  59. 
Fundy,  Bay  of, 

French  privateers  in,  125; 

privateers  in,  117; 

Captains   S.    Cobb,    J.  Rogers,  cruis^ 
along  shores  of,  114. 
Funerals,  liquor  provided  at,  methods  of 
conducting,  94. 

G 

Gage,  Generajl, 

takes  possession  of  Boston,  acts  as  Gov. 
of  Massachusetts  and  general  of 
forces',  1 1 ; 
certifies  to  Rev.  J.  Wiswall's  petition 
to  Lords  of  Treasury,  35. 
Gallop,  Capt.,  of  Windsor,  letter  to,  con- 
cerning marriage  of  Rev.  J.  Wis- 
wall, 53. 

Galoch-es,  of    lea;ther,  worn    by  men  of 

Halifax,  86.  , 
Gambier,  Commodore  Jas.,  106. 
Gambling,  effects  of,  on  business  partners, 

87. 

Candy,  Jas.,  Capt.  of  Revenge,  rendezvous 
of,  121. 

Gardner,  Andrew,  Capt.  of  Lawrence,  113- 
Garret,  John,  of  Dutch  descent,  from  New 
York,  lives  in  Wilmot,  57, 
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Garret  son,  Eev.  Freeborn. 

recruit  from  U.  S.  to  staff  of  Rev.  Wm. 
Black,  his  zeal  and  activity,  travels 
through  Horton,  Cornwallis,  An- 
napolis, reports  Chiistians  in 
country  to  be  mostly  preachers,  52 ; 
father  of  Methodism,  66. 

Gates,  Oldham,  lives  near  ilmot.  gives 
name  of  Gates'  Ferrv  to  crossing. 
56. 

Gazette, 

Bcston,  innammatory  article  in.  9; 
Nova  Scotia,  advertisements  regarding 
Revenge  in,  120,  121. 
General  Boicyer.  owners,  tonnag?.  arma- 
ment, captures,  origin  of  name  of. 
vrhere  built,  sold  as  prize,  128. 
Genessee,"  a  good  wheat  flour,  question 
asked  by  Sam  Slick  containing  refer- 
ence to,  101. 
George  St.,  gallows  erected  and  woman 

hanged  on.  75. 
George  the  Third,  obtains  mm  from  Lon- 
don prisons  for  American  war.  78. 
German  St.,  103. 
Gerrish. 

Admiral  Phillip  D.  J..  103. 
Benjamin,   takes    reply    to  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Comwallis,  43. 

Gilpin, 

Alfred,  son  of  J.  B.  Gilpin,  educated  at 
King's  College,  enters  ministi-y, 
appointed  to  Wilmot,  ordained  in 
Quebec.  sei-ve5  in  several  parishes., 
dies  at  Southsea,  Eng..  72. 
Bernard.  "•'  Apostle  of  the  Xorth."  his 
birth,  70  : 

life  of.  by  Rev.  C.  S.  Collingwood. 
sketch  of  life  of,  in  Leaders  of 
Xorthem  Church,"  by  Bishop  of 
Durham,  7 1 : 

rector  of  Houghton-Le-Spring.  annual 
couunemoratioa  service  for,  anec- 
dote of.  sent  for  trial  for  heresy, 
accident  to,  saved  from  burning  at 
stake,  unmarried,  71: 
Edwin,  son  of  J.  B.  Gilpin.  72; 

educated  at  King's  College.  72  ; 

enters  ministry,  72; 

marries  Elizabeth  Wiswall,  70.  72; 

father  of  Dean  Gilpin.  70; 

rector  of  Aylesford.  succeeds  Rev.  J. 
Inglis.  transferred  to  Annapolis, 
ordained  priest  by  Rev.  R.  Stanser, 
has.  charge  of   Wilmot,  respected 
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and  beloved,  '■  the  Christian  phil- 
osopher," his  death,  grave,  sons, 
relieved  of  Wilmot  by  appoint- 
ment of  Alfred  Gilpin,  72; 

family,  earliest  recorded  date  in  history 
of.  dispossessed  of  Kentmere 
Manor,  loyalty  to  Charles  I.,  70; 
several  migrations  of,  to  America, 
first  migration  to  Pennsylvania 
vrith  Wm.  Penn.  location  of 
descendants  of  first  migration, 
migration  to  Jamaica,  descendants 
in  Jamaica,  migration  to  America 
in  19th  century,  migration  of  J.  B. 
Gilpin  to  America.  71; 

John  Bernard,  comes  to  America, 
remains  loyal  during  revolt,  agent 
for  prisoners,  British  Consul  for 
R.  I.  and  Conn.,  retires  to  Annap- 
olis Royal,  71 : 

Very  Reverend  Dean,  D.  D.,  son  of  Rev. 
E.  Gilpin,  the  ■'■  Dr.  Thomas 
Arnold  "'*  of  Halifax,  70; 
brief  sketch  of  life  of,  from  Cyclo- 
paedia Can.  Bicg.,  birth,  education 
and  degrees  of,  ]\Iaster  of  Halifax 
Grammar  School,  High  School, 
Prin.  Halifax  Academy.  Canon  of 
St.  Luke's.  Archdeaeon  of  Xova 
Scotia,  Dean  of  N.  S.,  resigns  from 
Halifax  Academy,  72. 
Godfrey,  Capt.  Alex., 

his  birth,  hero  of  fight  with  Spanish 
vessels,  commander  of  merchant 
vessels,  his  appearance  and  charac- 
teristics, enters  West  Lidia  trade, 
his  death  and  burial.  129; 

commander  of  Rover,  126,  129; 

offered  commission  in  Roval  Xaw.  130. 
138. 

■■■  Golden  Age  "  of  Halifax,  76. 

Goold,    Arthur,    Registrar,    signs  deed 

regarding  Xavy  Hospital,  104. 
G^reham.   John,  second  lieut.   on  C.  If. 

Wenticorth,  127. 
Gorham.  15 ; 

militia  of.  take  arms.  16; 
Col.,  103; 
regiment  of.  115. 

Gorham's  Point,  103. 
Gk)vernment. 

British,  sends  out  steamers  to  destroy 
piratical  vessels,  98; 
frauds  on,  condoned,  84,  85; 
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House,    Sunday   card    parties  discon- 
tinued at,  83; 
erected  wlien  taxes  on  British  goods 
'    2i  pe-r  cernt.,  88; 
Imperial,   appoints    officers'    to  collect 

foreign  duties  in  Halifax,  88; 
Nova  Scotia,  petitioned  to  protect 
western  shores  N.  S.  from  priva- 
teers, purchases  Loyal  Nova 
Scotian,  118; 
grants  letters  of  marque  to  Liverpool 
merchants,  120. 

Graham,  Rev.   ,  Pres.  minister  in 

Comwallis,  50; 
good  following  of  Presbyterians,  aug- 
mented by  Puritans,  report  of  dis- 
missal of,  by  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  goes 
to  Stewiacke  Valley,  52. 
Grammar  schools.    Sete  Schools,  Grammar. 
Grand  Parade, 

gallows'  erected  near,  75; 

guard  mounting,  sale   of  horses  and 

carriages  on,  79; 
bonfire  and  Pope  burned  in  effigy  on,  84. 
Grant,  General,    embarks  at,  Careenage, 
26. 

Granville,  evangelists  troublesome  at,  64. 
Graves, 

Admiral   ,  account  of  rebellion  at 

Falmouth  written  for,  commander 
of  British  ships  in  Boston  Harbor, 
18; 

sends  ships  to  destroy  Falmouth,  19; 
appoints  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  chaplain, 
takes  him  to  England,  22 ; 
Admiral  Samuel,  106; 
Admiral  Thomas,  106. 
Green,  Francis, 

treatment  of,  by  mob,  12; 
his  crime,  12. 

Greenhood,   ,    offers    himself  as 

hostage,  15. 
Grenadier  Fort,  on  Jacob  St.,  northern 

boundary  of  Halifax,  75. 
Griffith,  Rear-Admiral  Edward^  106. 
Guard-mounting  on  Parade, 

attended  by  General  and  staff,  sale  of 

horses  and  carriages  after,  79; 
last  public,  79. 
Guernsey,  Island  of,  privateers  owned  in, 
134. 

Gunpowder  Plot,  deliverance  from,  cele- 
brated in  Halifax,  84. 


Gylpya,   Richard  de,   ancestor  of  Gilpin 
family,  70; 
Kentmere  Manor  granted  to,  70. 
H 

Haldane,  privateer,  owner  of,  114. 
Hale,  John,  part  owner  of  Musketo,  of 

Hertford,  113,  114. 
Halifax, 

KainboiD,  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  Loyalists 
arrive  at,  24 ;_ 

price  of  food  raised,  fixed  by  law,  25; 

Hessians  in,  boundaries  of,  75; 

army,  civilians,  navy  of,  deference  paid 
to  army  and  navy  of,  conduct  of 
officers  in,  men  from  war  vessels 
disturb  Sunday  quiet,  77;  Kny- 
phausen  dies  at,  Duke  of  Kent 
resides  at,  "  Golden  Age "  of, 
erection  of  barracks,  etc.,  at,  three 
regiments  at,  naval  stores  removed 
from,  number  of  men  in  Dockyard 
at,  76; 

streets,  property  unsafe  in,  Capt.  West- 
macott  murdered  in,  78; 

governor  of,  a  general,  interest  in  move- 
ments of  military,  78; 

guard-mounting  on  Parade,  sale  of 
horses  on  Parade,  Sir  Gaspard  le 
Marchant  governor  at,  "  Wilkie's  " 
published  at,  magistrates  and  army 
censured  in  Wilkie's,  Jiigers  at, 
regiment  enlisted  for  American 
War,  79; 

Capt.  Stairs  brought  to,  war  vessel  sent 
to  search  for' Jordan,  Jordan  tried 
and  hung  at,  80 ; 

P.  Marchington  an  early  settler  at, 
political  and  commercial  features 
of,  unnoticed,  industry  of  people, 
Andrew  Bauer  of,  no  pictorial 
papers  in,  caricatures  in  book- 
seller-'s  window  of,  81; 

42nd  Royal  Highlanders  stationed  at, 
kindness  of  temperance  workers  to 
soldiers,  schools  of,  birching  in 
schools  of,  punishment  in  army  and 
navy  of,  transportation  of  men 
from  England,  82; 

Lineton  transported  to,  Sabbath  observ- 
ance at,  taverns  and  tea-houses  of, 
review  of  troops  on  Sundays  at, 
prevalence  of  Protestant  feeling  in, 
83; 

unimportance  of  Roman  Catholics, 
Methodists  in,  celebration  of  deliv- 
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erance  from  Gunpowder  Plot,  bon- 
fire on  Grand  Parade,  Pope  burned 
in  effigy,  religious  antagonism  at, 
extract  concerning  Bishop  Inglis 
from  weekly  paper  of,  effect  of  pri- 
vateering on,  84; 

sidewalks  and  streets  of,  india-rubber 
shoes  brought  to,  heating  of 
churches  in,  condition  and  cos- 
tumes of  servants'  in,  street  light- 
ing in,  whipping  post  and  stock  in, 
pillory  and  lash  used  in,  governed 
by  magistrates,  86j 

regulations  for  leaving,  condition  of, 
and  laws  regarding  debtor^  in, 
members  of  business  firms  respons- 
ible for  partners'  misconduct,  real 
estate  low,  tax  collector  in,  assess- 
ment of,  taxes,  reats,  road  tax, 
school  tax  in,  87 ; 

rate  of  postage,  no  good  coaches  for  hire 
in,  yearly  holidays  in,  duties  on 
British  goods  entering,  on  foreign 
goods,  erection  of  Government 
House  and  Province  Building  in, 
payment  of  members  of  Assembly, 
dress  of  judges  in  court  and  man- 
ners of  lawyers  in,  88; 

English  mails  arrive  at,  money  in  cir- 
culation in,  first  bank  at,  89; 

drafts  difficult  to  obtain  in,  route  to 
Montreal  in  winter  from,  travelling 
in  winter  to  Windsor,  stages  to 
Windsor  from,  begin,  90; 

drunkenness  prevalent  at,  relations  of 
church  to  drunkenness  in,  92; 

choirs  of  churches  of,  92,  93 ; 

poverty  of,  soup  houses  in.  Countess  of 
Dalhousie  relieves  distress  in 
cattle  fairs  and  plowing  matches 
at,  92; 

fire  companies,  militia.  Free  Masons  of, 
expect  liquor,  prevalent  use  of 
liquor,  price  of  rum  in,  93;  ferry- 
men of,  shops  near  ferry,  93 ; 

condition  of  drunkards  in,  fish  market 
sharks  of,  93; 

licensed  liquor  shops  in,  churches  and 
school  houses  in,  borrows  money 
OR  security  of  liquor  licenses,  94; 

weddings  at,  apprenticeship  system  in, 
clerks,  servant  girls  of,  small 
salaries  in,  95; 
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carp^ters  of,  houses  in,  expense  of 
living  in,  produce  brought  to,  diffi- 
culty of  travelling  to,  price  of  meat, 
fuel  in,  96; 

methods  of  heatiag  in,  96,  97 ; 

West  Indian  trade  of,  contents  of 
wharves  and  stores,  rum  shipped 
to  Quebec,  97; 

Sir  H.  Stewart  wintere  at,  curling  intro- 
duced in,  religious  reform  at,  98; 

trade  with  Brazil,  Calcutta,  England, 
Hamburg,  Russia,  Newfoundland, 
seal  fishing  and  whaling  in  Pacific 
Ocean,  scourged  by  smallpox, 
cholera,  no  charitable  institutions 
in,  99; 

improvements  in,  emigration  of  young 
people  from,  treatment  of  sick  in, 
growth  of  temperance  cause  in, 
heavj''  drinking  in,  100; 

population  of,  101; 

importance  of,  as  naval  depot  recog- 
nized, 109; 

war  declared  at,  instructions  to  iasufe 
letters  of  marque.  111; 

first  privateer  fitted  out  at,  113; 

privateiers  fitted  out  at,  merchants  of, 
owning  privateers,  114; 

arrival  of  privateers'  captures  at,  122 ; 

survivors  of  wreck  B .  M.  S.  Blonde  at, 
124; 

loss  of  privateers  of,  125; 
privateers  of,  Liverpool  Packet  brought 
to,  134; 

letters  of  marque  granted  to,  135. 
Halifax  Banking  Co.,  first  bank  in  Hali- 
fax, date  of,  89. 
Halifax  Boh,  sails  with  Revenge,  plunder, 
owner  of,  121 ; 
captures  of,  122. 
Halifax 

County,  extends  to  Pictou,  coroner  of, 
90; 

Harbour,  vessels  in,  77 ; 

loss  of  Relsolution  at  mouth  of,  123. 
Halkett,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  P.,  106. 
Hallibui-ton,  John,  surgeon,  104. 

Hambleton,   ,    summons    Rev.  J. 

Bailey  to  trial,  34. 
Hamburg,  trade  with  Halifax,  99. 
Hamilton's  Corner, 

Congregational  Church  near,  43; 
formation   of    Congregational  Church, 
near,  45. 
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Handley  Mountam, 

catechists  found  at,  49; 
Rev.  J.  Wis  wall  travels  to,  53 ; 
people'  of,  build  log  house  for  church 
ser-vices,  catechist  sent  to,  receives 
books  from  S.  P.  G.,  60; 
prepared   for   evangelists,   settlers  of, 
children  taught  to  read  and  write, 
public  worship  at.  Bibles,  tracts, 
distributed  in,  61 ; 
ingratitude  of  people  of,  rejeiction  of 
Mr.  Cropley  at,  62. 
Hannah,  capture  of,  122. 
Harding,  Rev.  T.  H.,  engaged  in  reforma- 
tion at  Yarmouth,  baptizes  converts 
at  Horton,  66. 
Hartshorne  and  Boggs,  owners  of  priva- 
teers, of  Asia,  give  bonds,  128. 
Harvard  College,  Ichabod  Wiswall  at,  1. 
Harvey,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Thomas,  107. 
Heating,  methods  of,  86; 

in  private  houses,  96,  97. 
Hero,  fitted  out,  armament,  captain  of, 
122. 

Hertford,  equipment^  owners,  first  cruise 
of,  113. 

Hessians,  in  Halifax,  in  American  War, 
one  of,  clerk  of  St.  George's 
Church,  75. 

Hill,  Charles  S.,  deputy  mars'hal  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court,  conducts  sales  of 
prizes,  132. 

Hinsbelwood,  Archibald,  signs  deeds  re- 
garding Naval  Yard,  104. 

History  of  Annapolis  County,  by  Mr. 
Calnek,  edited  by  Judge  Savary, 
tribute  to  P.  Wiswall  in,  59. 

Hogg,   ,    commanding    ofiicer  on 

Caneaux,  15; 
conduct  of,  16. 

Holidays,  yearly,  in  Halifax,  88. 

"  Hoisted,"  punishment  in  Halifax 
schools,  82. 

Hollis  St.,  murder  on,  78. 

Hood,  Commodore  Samuel,  106. 

Hope,  Vice- Admiral  Sir  James,  107. 

Hopkins, 

(Miss)  Susan,  graduate  Mt.  Holyoke, 
principal  of  boarding  school  at 
Middleton,  73; 

Vice-Admiral  Sir  John  O.,  107; 

recognizes  importance  of  Halifax  as 
a  naval  depot,  109. 


Horton, 

Anabaptist  meeting  house   at,  illiter- 
ate pastor  at,  40; 
Rev.  J.  Murdoch  at,  44; 
crowded  audiences  to  hear  Rev.  J.  Wis- 
wall at,  47; 
Loyalists  of,  remove  to  Parrsboro,  49; 
revivals,  baptisms,  crowded  meetings  of 

Rev.  N.  Pierson  at,  52; 
reformation  at,  converts  at,  66; 
inhabitants  of,  petition  for  protection 

from  privateers,  118; 
privateers  owned  in,  134. 
Glebe,  secured  by  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  44. 
Hospital 

Gate,  Naval  Yard,  date  on,  105. 
Naval,  107. 
House,  frame,  of  S.  Cobb  at  Liverpool,  an 

object  of  interest,  116. 
Houses,  furnishings  of,  in  Halifax,  96. 
Howe,  privateer  sloop,  captures  of,  122. 
Howe, 

Admiral  Lord,  106; 
Genera',  evacuates  Boston,  24; 
sails  for  New  York,  25; 
temporizes,  accepts  terms,  withdraws 
ships    and   soldiers    from  Boston, 
leaves  munitions  and  provisions  in 
Boston,  bealth  of,  drunk  in  Wash- 
ington's camp,  40; 
John  (Jr.),  translates  letters  and  sends 
to  governor,  80; 
postmaster,  invites  captain  of  packet 
to  dinner,  incident  of  salmon,  89; 
John    (Sr.)   printer   to  King,  invents 
cipher,    leaves    cipher    with  son, 
l€!aves    for    United    States,  sends 
cipher  reports  to  N.  S.,  comes  to 
N.  S.  at  outbreak  of  war,  80. 
Hughes,  Sir  Richard,  106. 
Humhug,  capture  of,  122. 
Huntington,   Caleb,   drafts  memorial  to 

Boston  churches,  41. 
Hutchinson, 

Governor,  returns  to  England,  11; 

Mrs.   ,  Rev.  J.  Wiswall  and  H. 

Mowatt  board  at  house  of,  53; 
marriage  to  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  53; 
age  of,  refugee  from  Carolina,  mis- 
fortunes of,  children  of,  remaining 
fortune  of,  fortune  left  to  daugh- 
ters of,  characteristics  of,  54; 
compared  with  Mrs.  Weeks,  55; 
originally  from  south,  go'es  to  New 
York,  to  Cornwallis,  55  n. 
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Hussar,  E.  M.  8.,  105; 

captures  of,  125. 
Hyde,  Hiram,  hires  carriage  to  W.  M. 
Brown.  88. 

I 

Immersion,  viewis  of  Bishop  Inglis  on, 
rage  for,  in  Western  Nova  Scotia, 
64. 

India,  Sir  P.  Maitland,  governor  in,  uses 
his  authority  to  stop  burning  of 
Hindoo  widows  in,  99. 

Indiamen,  French  West,  capture  of,  125. 

Indians, 

vendors  of  lobsters  and  eels,  brooms,  96; 

baskefts  made  and  sold  by  squaws  of, 
dress  of  squaws  of,  96. 
India  rubber  shoes,  86. 
Inglefield,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  E.  A.,  107. 
Inglis, 

Bishop  Charles,  summer  residence  of, 
settles  at  Aylesiford,  home  of,  fruit, 
"  bishop  pippia "  introduced  by, 
58; 

diooese  of,  visits  Canada,  indignant 
with  Lieut.-Gov.,  interference  of 
Lieut.-Gov.  with  rights  of,  59; 

fears  of,  as  regards  'evangelists,  his 
description  of  evangelistic  work, 
64; 

believes  evangelists  to  be  revolution- 
ists, 65; 

exaggerated  and  genjexalized  reports 
of,  no  grounds  for  fears  of,  regard- 
ing revolution,  65; 
Bishop    John,    rector    of  Aylesford, 
Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,  72; 
preaches    apologetic    sermon,  conse- 
crated   in    England,    landing  in 
Halifax,  extract  from  paper  con- 
cerning, 84; 
rector  of  St.  Paul's,  bishop  of  diocese, 
talents  of,  85. 
Street,  Jordan  hanged  on  beach  south 
of,  80. 

Institutions,    Charitable',   absence;    of  in 

Halifax,  99. 
Insulter,    The,    commander    of,  special 

duties  of,  120. 
Insurance,  rise  of  English  rates  of,  118. 
Irishtown,  suburb  of  Halifax,  75. 

J 

Jack,  privateer,  122. 
Jacob  Street, 

Grenadier  Fort  on,  75; 

P.  Marchington  owns  property  on,  81. 


Jacobs,   Capt.,    prisoner  in  Guadeloupe, 
125. 

Jagers,  at  Halifax,  79. 
James  II.  deposition  of,  effect  on  Amer- 
ican colonies,  9. 
Jane,  128. 

Jason,  bonds  given  for,  owners  of,  128. 
Jauncey,   ,  admiralty  mate,  deter- 
mines  latitude    and    longitude  of 

Naval  Yard,  105. 
Jawbone  Corner,  see  Hamilton's  Corner. 
John,  capture  of,  122. 
Jones,  ,  master  of  H.  M.  8.  Hussar, 

determines  latitude  and  longitude 

of  Naval  Yard,  105. 

Jordan,   , 

agent  on  schooner,  commits  piracy,  79; 
struggle  with  Capt.  Stairs,  tried  and 

hung  in  Halifax,  80; 
wife  of,  assists  in  struggle  with  Capt. 

Stairs,  is  hung  for  murder  of  child, 

80. 

Judges,  dress  of,  in  court,  88. 

K 

Kalm,  Swedish  botanist,  travels  in  Amer- 
ica,   considers    French  population 
:  binds  colonies  to  England,  10. 

Kelly,   , 

mate  on  schooner  on  which  Capt.  Stairs 

attacked,  inhumanity  of,  80; 
Dan,  master  of  packet  Cheruh,  90; 
John,  master  of  Eliza,  gives  bonds,  128. 
Kempt,  Sir  James,  Governor, 

watches  trials  of  horses  on  Sunday,  83; 
lends  money  to  Halifax,  accepts  money 

from  liquor  license  as  security,  94 ; 
succeeded  by  Sir  P.  Maitland,  98. 
Kendal,   Baron    of,    gives   Kentmere  to 

Richard  de  Gylpyn,  70. 
Kent,  Duke  of, 
sees  C.  Bailey  at  Annapolis,  beicomes 

patron  of  C.  Bailey,  32; 
commander  of  forces  in  Halifax,  regime 
of,  "  Golden  Age "  of  Halifax, 
erects  barracks,  etc.,  his  popularity, 
a  strict  disciplinarian,  regiment  of, 
76; 

anecdotes  of,  76,  77 ; 

brings  Madame  de  St.  Laurent  to  Hali- 
fax, refuses  to  attend  Sunday  card 
parties,  83; 

Col.  Perkins  presented  to,  126. 
Kenrtmere,  manor  of,  presented  to  P.  de 
Gylpyn,    in    possession    of  Gilpin 
family,  B.  Gilpin  born  at,  70. 
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Key,  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Cooper,  107. 
Kings   Comity,   petitions  for  protection 

from  privateers,  118. 
King's  College,  E.  and  A.  Gilpin  attend, 

72. 

Kingston   (Jamaica),  burial  of  Capt.  A. 

Godfrey  near,  129. 
Kinsale,  description  of  people  of,  25. 

Kitson,   , 

weil comes  Rev.  J.  Bailey  to  Halifax,  29 ; 
offers  to  conduct  Rev.  J.  Bailey  to  his 
friends,  30. 
Knaut,  Benjamin, 

lieut.  on  C.  M.  Wentworth,  journal  of, 
127; 

part  owner  of  Liverpool  Packet,  132; 

of  Sir  John  Sherhiooke,  133,  138. 
Knox,  Wm., 

p^itions  for  letter  of  marque,  112; 

fits  out  Sea  Flower,  113. 
Knyphausen,  J.  J.  Myrah  in  Division  of, 
death,  burial,  hatchment  of,  76. 

li 

Labourers,  wages  of,  96. 
Lady  Hammond^  121. 
Lancaster,  122. 

Landing  Stage  (Naval  Yard),  103; 

date  on  steps  of,  words  on  stone  near, 
105. 

Latina,  frigate  commanded  by  Sir  Hyde 

Parker,  35. 
Law,  martial,  proclaimed  in  U.  S.,  116. 
Laivrence, 

first  privateer  fitted  out  at  Halifax, 
sails  from  Halifax,  owners,  equip- 
ment, log  of,  113; 

study  of  log  of,  113  n; 

armament  of,  114. 
Lawrence, 

Charles,  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  103, 
104; 

issues  warrant  authorizing  cruise  of 
Sea  Flower,  113 ; 
Fort,  S.  Cobb,  resides  near,  116. 
.  Lawrencetowii,  J.  J.  Myrah  resides  with 
son  at,  76. 
Lawson, 

 ,  part  owner  of  Rover,  126. 

Peter,  108; 

W  ,  anecdote  of  servant  of,  86. 

Lawyers,  courtly  manners  of,  88. 

"  Leaders  of  thci  Northern  Church,"  by 
Lightfoot,  Bishop  of  Durham,  con- 
tains sketch  of  life  of  B.  Gilpin,  71. 


Legge,  Goveriior,  at  variance  with  Lie'ut.- 
Gov.  Francklin,  sends  accounts  of 
disloyalty  of  Nova  Scotians  to 
Secretary  of  State,  24. 

Letters, 

sent  by   individuals   to  save  postage, 

notice    on    Cunard    steamer  with 

regard  to^  88; 
received    from    Post    Office  through 

window,  89. 
Lewis,  Thomas,  commander  of  Hertford, 

113. 

Lightfoot,  Bishop  of  Durham,  writes 
sketch  of  life  of  B.  Gilpin,  71. 

Lighting,  method  of,  86. 

Lincoln  Co.  Hist.  Society,  paper  read 
before,  by  C.  E.  Allen,  33. 

Lineton,   ,  truckman,  lives  in  Bed- 
ford Row,  83. 

Liquor, 

use  of,  in  Halifax,  in  church  choirs,  92, 
93; 

ia  fire  companies,  militia.  Free  INlasons, 
etc.,  price'  of,  kept  by  door  of  ship 
chandlery,  kept  in  workshop,  93; 

sale  of,  prevalence  of,  use  in  boarding 
houses,  provided  at  funerals,  94; 

expectea  by  labouring  class,  95. 
Lively,  122 ; 

captain  of,  123; 

crew  of.  rescue  of  survivors  of  wreck 

H.  M.  S.  Blonde  by,  124. 
prizes  of.  135. 
Liverpool, 

Rev.  H.  Alline  preaches  at,  record  of, 
made  by  Rev.  H.  Alline,  religious 
revival  at,  45; 

S.  Cobb  builds  house  at,  116; 

first  privateer  belonging  to,  letters  of 
marque  applied  for  by  merchants 
of,  arms  and  ammunition  delivered 
to,  120; 

Despatch  brings   prize  to,  success  of 
privateers  added  to  fleet  of,  134; 
effect  of  American  Revolution  on,  124; 
loss  of  privateers  belonging  to,  125; 
C.    M.    Wentworth    built    at,  Rover 

belongs  to,  126; 
privateers  added  to  fleet  of,  134; 
letters  of  marque  granted  to  vessels  of, 

135. 

(England),    ships  between  Dartmouth 
and,  99. 
Liverpool, 

sails  for  England,  25; 
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Liverpool — Continued. 

advertisement  for  volunteers  for,  com- 
mander of,  121. 
Liverpool  Packet, 

tonnage,  commander,  owners,  crew, 
armamient,  importance,  prizes  of, 
132; 

second  cruise  of,  owners,  crew  of, 
receive  prize  money,  success  of, 
132; 

success  of,  on  third  cruise,  capture  of, 
133;  , 

name  of,  changed,  recapture  and  res- 
toration of,   fourth  cruise,  prizes 
of,  134; 
prizes  of,  135. 
Lloyd,  Capt.,  prisoner  in  Guadeloupe,  125. 
Lockman  St.,  105. 

Lockyer,  Col.,  dreads  St.  Stephen's  day, 
100. 

Log,  of  Lawrence,  study  of,  113  w. 
Loire,  H.  M.  S.,  captures  Rolla,  135. 
London,  Bishop  of,  68. 
Lord  Spencer,  125; 

commander,  home'  port  of,  126; 

meets      C.      M.      Wentworth,  badly 

damaged,  127 ; 
capture    and    recapture    of,  valuable 
prize  of,  127. 
Lord  Spencer,  125 ; 

commander,  home  port  of,  126; 
meets  C.  M.  Wentworth,  loss  of,  sails 
to  West  Indies,  127. 

Loring,  Mrs.   ,  "The  Sultana,"  40. 

Louisburg, 

regiment  raised  in  Boston  for  capture 

of,  115; 
second  siegs  of,  116. 
Loutre,  Abbe    Le,   S.    Cobb   ordered  to 

apprehend,  115. 
Lovett,  Phineas,  part   owner  of  Matilda 

and  Broke,  134. 
Loyalists  of  Horton 

remove;  to  Parrsboro,  invite  Rev.  J. 
Wiswall  to  preach,  49; 
build  houses  in  Wilmot,  57. 
Loyal  'Nova  Scotian,  fitt-eid  out  by  N.  S. 
Gov't,    tonnage,    armament,  cost, 
commanders  of,  directions  to  com- 
manders of,  118. 
Lunenburg, 

plunder  of,  123; 
paper  on,  in  Acadiensis,  123  w; 
letters  of  marque  granted  to  vessels  of, 
135. 


Lunerihurg,  prizes  of,  135. 
Lynian-Beecher  tempemnce  movement,  62. 
Lyon,  disabled,  27. 

Lyons,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Algernon  M.,  107. 
M 

McClintock,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  F.  L.,  107. 

McCulloch,  Rev.  D  ,  controversy  of, 

collects,  money  for  Rev.  J.  Burton, 
85. 
McDonald, 

Capt.  Randall,  commander  of  Ann,  137 ; 

Dr.   ,  meets  W.  M.   Brown  at 

Sheffield,  in  navy,  77. 

McGrath,   ,  hanged  for  murder  of 

Captain  WeSstmacott,  78. 
McGregor,  John,  barrister, 

consultation  with  P.  Wiswall,  effect  of 

P.  Wiswall's  appearance  on,  59; 
conversation  with  P.  Wiswall,  60. 
Machias,  rebels  from,  plunder  St.  John, 
118. 

MacMe'chan,  Prof.  A.,  "  A  Halifax  Priva- 
teer in  1757,"  by,  113 

McNab,  Alex.,  marries  Eliza  Smith,  73. 

Maenamara,  John,  peculiar  appearance 
of,  31. 

Madeira,  J.  Wiswall  at,  25. 

Madison,  President, 

America  under  administration  of,  78; 
declares  war  against  Great  Britain,  131. 

Magistrates,  of  Halifax,  witness  punish- 
ment of  prisoners,  exact  fines  for 
absence'  of  sleigh  bells,  86. 

Mahone  Bay,  capture  of  American  priva- 
teers in,  135. 

Mail,  English,  two  months  on  voyage, 
brought  by  sailing  vessels,  landed 
at  Queen's  wharf,  formality  in 
bringing  to  Post  Office,  contents  of, 
89. 

Main,  Spanish,  127. 

Main  Street,  104. 

Maitland,  Sir  Pere^grine, 

governor  of  N.  S.,  moral  and  religious 

reforms  under,  character  of,  98; 
governor  of   India,    stops    burning  of 
Hindoo  wudows  in  India,  abolishes 
Sunday    parades,    forbids  Sunday 
markets,  99. 

Malcolm,  James,  cabinet  maker,  of  Aber- 
deen, wages  as  joiner,  95. 

Manning,  Rev.  Edward,  in  connection 
with  Reformation  at  Cornwallis, 
66. 
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Marchant,  Sir  Gaspard  le,  governor  of  N. 
S.,  last  public  guard-moimting 
during  term  of,  79. 

Marchington,  Philip,  ea^iy  settler  of  Hali- 
fax, in  Britiah  army  during  Amer- 
ican War,  buys  property  in  Hali- 
fax, leaves  fortune,  childreia  of, 
builds  church,  preacheis,  death  of 
wife  of,  81. 

Market  House,  Mr.  Proud's  tavern  near, 
121. 

Marque,  letters  of,  1 1 1  n ; 
issued  against  French,  111; 
surety  required  for  issue  of,  112; 
applied  for  by  Wm.  Knox,  113; 
commissions  for,  118; 
applied    for   by    Liverpool  merchants, 
120; 

±0  be  granted,  125; 

length  of  time  valid,  128; 

first,  in  war   1812,  131; 

issued  by  Gov.  Sherbrook,  form  of,  con- 
ditions for  obtaining,  131; 

granted  to  Halifax,    Liverpool,  Lunen- 
burg vessels,  135. 
Massachusetts, 

rebellion  in,  its  religious  side,  7 ; 

assumes  management  of  own  affairs,  9; 

leading  colony  in  revolution,  last  colony 
to  abolish  laws  for  religious  imi- 
formity,  12; 

emigration  from,  101; 

issue  of  privateer  bonds  for,  123. 
Mast  House,  Naval  Yard,  date  on,  105. 
Mather,  Cotton,  defeats  Ichabod  Wiswall, 
2. 

Matilda,    owners,    commander,  tonnage, 

armament,  success  of,  134. 
Mauger,  Joshua, 

deed  signed  by  executors  of,  104; 
land  bought  from  heirs  of,  105; 
joint  owner  of  Musketo,  113,  114. 

Mayer,  Dr.   ,  peculiar  appearance 

of,  31. 

Mayhew  Rev.   ,  friend  of  J.  Wis- 
wall, 6. 

Meadows,  General,  embarks  a<t  Careenage, 
26. 

Meat,  price  of,  varieties  used,  96. 
Medical  treatment,  in  Halifax,  100; 

mercurial    remedies    freely    used  in, 

refusal  to  use  fresh  air,  cool  water 

in,  100. 

Medway,  Port.  Rev.  H.  Alline  preaches 
at,  45. 

Meeting  House,  Old  South,  Boston,  51. 


Memorial  to  churches  of  Boston,  41; 
sent   to    Boston,    inquiry  concerning, 
reply  to,  43;  relief  in  response  to, 
44. 

Menie,  frigate,  Sir  H.  Stewart  winters  at 
Halifax  on,  98. 

Men-of-War,  protection  against  being 
impressed  on,  121. 

Merchants'  Bank,  house  on  spot  now  occu- 
pied by,  95. 

Merigomish,  vessel  captured  in  ice  at,  117. 

Methodist 

chapel    in    Halifax,    Sunday  evening 

service  at,  83; 
church,  in  Cornwallis,  adopts  custom  of 

Newlight  Congregationalists,  52; 
evangelists,  in  Wilmot,  61 ; 
services    in    Annapolis    excite  people, 

censured  by  Bishop  Inglis,  64. 
Methodists  in  Halifax, 

attend  St.  Paul's  Church  on  Sacrament 

Sabbath,  follow  advice  of  J.  Wesley, 

84; 

prevalence  of  drinking  among,  attitude? 
of,  towards  drinking,  94. 

Middleton, 

church,  tablet  to  J.  Wiswall  in,  1; 
boarding  school  at,  73. 
Military  in  Halifax,  interest  in,  leadei-s 
of  citizens,  provide  theatricals,  78, 
79. 

Milk,  price  of,  96. 

Milledge,  Rev.  Dr.,  succeeded  in  Annapolis 
by  Rev.  E.  Gilpin,  72. 

Milne. 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  David,  106; 

Sir    Alex.,    Vice-Admiral,  establishes 

register  of  death,  divides  cemetery 

into  sections,  107. 

Minot 

family,  tomb  of,  at  Boston,  19; 
Hannah,     grandmother    of  Elizabeth 
Wiswall,  receives  letter  from  Rev. 
J.  Wiswall,  20; 
letter  from  J.  Wiswall  to,  22; 
Judge,  father  of  Mercy  Minot,  6; 
Mercy,  born  at  Fort  Richmond,  marries 
J.  Wiswall,  6. 
Mitchell,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A.,  106. 
Monckton,   General,   selects    S.   Cobb  to 
conduct   General  Wolfe  to  Louis- 
burg,  116. 
Monmouth, 

ei  g  ged  with  French  inWestIndi.es,  26; 
disabled,  27. 
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Montagu,  Admiral  John,  106. 
Montgomery,  repulsed  before  Quebec,  24. 
Monument,  Shannon.     See  Shannon. 
Moody, 

Mr.   ,   clerk  in  King's  Chapel, 

Boston,  welcome^  Rev.  J.  Bailey  to 
Halifax,  30; 

Mrs.   ,  sister  of  Mercy  Wiswall, 

receives  letter  from  Rev.  J,  Wis- 
wall, 20. 

Morice,  Mr.   ,  Sec'y  S.  P.  G.,  sends 

testimony  to   benievolence  of  Col. 
Burbidge,  47. 
Morris,  Fort,  capture  of,  117. 
Morton,  Elkanah,  (Jr.)  41. 
Mount  Holyoke,    S.  Hopkins   a  gradua;te 

of,  73. 
Mowatt, 

privateer,  121; 

captures  Don  Quixote,  122; 
Capt.,  of  ship  Cmieaux,  13; 

encounter  with  Capt.  Thompson  and 

men,  13-16; 
refuses  to  leav^  ship,  16; 
Harry,  son  of  Capt.  Mowatt,  arrestetl 
at    Caseo    Bay,   boards    at  Mrs. 
Hutchinson's,  53. 
MuUins,  Priscilla,  wife  of  John  Alden,  of 

Mayflower,  55. 
Mundy,  Sir  Rodney,  Vice-Admiral,  107; 

Shannon  monument  restored  by,  108. 
Murdoch, 

Rev.  James,    at  Horton,  claims  glebe 
lands,  claim  disputed  by  Rev.  J. 
WiswalJ,  drowned,  monument  erect- 
ed by  Hon.  W.  J.  Stairs,  44; 
report  of  dismissal  of,  52. 
Murdoch's   history,  statement  concerning 

Halifax  army  in,  77. 
Murray,  iVce- Admiral  Sir  George,  106. 
Mtisketo,  fitted  out.  owners,  tonnage,  first 

cruise  of,  113. 
Myrah,  John  Jacob, 

a  Heissian,  peculiar  intonation  of 
responses  bv,  retires  on  full  pav, 
75;  ^ 
lives  with  son,  sergeant  in  Knyphau- 
sen's  division,  at  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine,  76. 

N 

Nancy,  capture  of,  122,  128. 
Nantucket,  brig  bound  to,  captured,  117. 
Naval  engagement  with  French  fl^et 
in  We^t  Indies,  July  6,  1779,  26,  27 ; 

12 


Naval  engagements — Continued. 

April  17,  1780,  28; 

twenty  British  sail  in,  28, 
Naval  Yard,  Halifax, 

number  of  men  in,  76; 

situation  of,  deeds  regarding,  103,  104, 
105; 

inscription  near  landing  stage,  da;tes  on 
stones  in,  date  on  gate  of,  rebuilt, 
105. 

Navy, 

(Nova  Scotia),  size  of,  120; 

Hospital  and  Cemetery  of,  107; 

Royal,  hospital  for  use  of,  104. 
Nelson,  bonds  given  for,  master,  owners 

of,  128. 
Nesbitt,  Wm.,  103. 

New  Brunsmck,  privates  owned  in,  134. 

New  Dispensationers,  65. 

New  England, 

spread    of    Episcopalian    Church  in, 
grammar  schools  of,  people  of,  can- 
didates for  Holy  Orders  in,  67; 
protest  of  people!  against  war,  damage 
done  by  privateers  of,  135. 

New  York   ( State ) ,  population  of  town- 
ships of,  emigration  from,  101. 

Newburj^port,  letter  to  Rev.  E.  Bass  at, 
54. 

Newcon>b,    John,     drafts    memorial  to 

Boston  Churches,  41. 
Newfoundland,  trade  with  Halifax,  99. 
Newlight  Congregationalists, 

denied  liberty  of  conscience,  11; 
Rev.  H.  Alline  minister  of,  44; 
ordain  Rev.  J.  Payzant,  50; 
members  of,  testify,  services  o£,  con- 
ducted by  members,  52; 
extremes    of    religious    belief  among, 
immoral  teaching  denounced,  65. 
Newport,  44; 

R.  I.,  consular  office!  removed  from,  71. 
Newspaper,  of  Halifax,  extract  from,  84. 
Nicholson,  General,  72. 
Nictaux,  44; 

temperance  society  at,  62; 
boarding  school  at,  73. 
North    Mountain,     section     of,  named 

Stronach,  56. 
Nostra  Signora  del  Carmen,  capture  of, 
128. 

Notting,  James  W.,  starts  first  Sabbath 
School  in  Halifax,  84. 
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Nova  Scotia, 
removes  disabilities  against  Catholics, 

religious  antagonism  in^  84; 
leaving  regulations  for,  86,  87; 
cost   of    burial    of    paupers,    cost  of 

coroner's  services,  90; 
travelling    in,    expensive,   diiFicultj  no 

railroads  or  coaches,  roads  of,  90; 
lack  of  centralization  in,  condition  of 

people  of,  101; 
naval  force  of^  120; 
elfiect  of  American  Revolution  on,  124; 
excitement  in,  131; 
collects  scattered  commerce,  137; 
governor  of,  acts  as  Bishop,  59. 
Nymph,  privateer^  125; 

commander,  owners  of,  126,  128. 

O 

Oatmeal, 'obtained  at  drug  stores,  import- 
ed from  Scotland,  96. 
Ogle,  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Charles, 
buys  india  rubber  shoes,  86; 
orders  latitude  and  longitude  of  Naval 
Yard  to  be  determined,  105,  106. 
Oil  store.  Naval  Yard,  date  on,  105. 
Oliver,  President  of  Council,  compelled  to 

resign,  12. 
Oliverian,  52.  ^ 
Outhit,  John, 

builds  hut  for  Rev.  J.  Wiswall  at  Wil- 
mot,  55; 

settles  on  mountain,  father  of  Dr. 
Outhit,  of  Ayleisford,  signs  of 
grandsons  on  Barrington  St.,  57 ; 

builds  on  North  Mt.,  58. 
Oxford  (England),  J.  Wiswall  at,  people 
of,  no  dissenters,  36; 

no  strangers  in,  quiet  life  at,  37. 

P 

Paget,  Viee-Admiral  Sir  C,  106. 
Parker, 

 ,  part  owner  of  Nymph,  126; 

Sir     Hyde,     commander     of  frigate 

Latina,  35; 
Major.    Se&  Parker,  Nathaniel. 
Nathaniel,    lives    near    Wilmot,  wfar 

veteran,  at  Louisburg  and  Quebec, 

55; 

baptized    at    Horton.    called  Major 
Parker,  descendants  of,  56; 
Rear  Admiral,  commander  in  engage- 
ment with  French,  27 ; 


Parker — Continued. 

Rev.  Samuel,   letter  to,  from  Rev.  J. 

Bailey,  53; 
Snow,  owner  of  Retaliationy  132; 
Capt.   Thomas,   commander   of  C.  M. 

Wentworth,  127,  138; 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  Wm.,  106. 
Parliament, 

British,    unconstitutional  proceedings 
of,  9; 

Imperial,  act  of,  regarding  privateers, 
120. 

Parr,  John,  Governor  of  N.  S.,  grants  land 

for  Navy  Hospital,  104. 
Parrsboro,  Loyalists  remove!  to,  49. 
Pattens,  worn  by  women  of  Halifax,  86. 
Payzant,  Rev.  John, 

ordained,  pastor  of  Newlight  OongT^a- 
tionalists  at  Horton,  brother-in-law 
of  Rev.  H.  Alline,  one  of  family  of, 
carried  to  Quebec  by  Indians, 
attends  Jesuit  school  in  Quebec, 
begins  pastoral  work,  50; 
success  of,  52. 

^^^■99y,  capture  of,  128. 
Penn,  Wm.,  comes  to  Pennsylvania,  Gilpin 
family  come  to  Pennsylvania  with, 
71. 

Pennsylvania,  privateer  ,  bonds  issued  for, 
'l23. 

Penobscot,  C.  Carleton  taken  from  party 

at,  33;  137. 
Pepperell,  Sir  Wm.,  spoken  of  aa  gover- 
nor of  Falmouth,  35, 
Perkins,  Col,,  Simeon, 

chief  magistrate  of  Liverpool,  part 
owner  of  Enterprise,  disposes  of 
share  in  Enterprise,  loses  vessel, 
120; 

part  owner    of    Nymph,    C.  M.  Went- 
worth, 126; 
presented  to  Duke  of  Kent,  memorial- 
izes government,  126. 

Pesv,   ,  reconciliation  with  Rev.  J. 

Wiswall,  54. 
Phelps,  Rev.  Benajah, 

Congregational  minister  in  Comwallia, 
recommended  by  South  Association, 
year  of  probation,  41; 
donations    for,    salary    of,  purchases 
farm,   builds    house,   in  financial 
difllcultie®,  43; 
receives  relief,  44. 
Philadelphia,   extemporized  Congress  at, 
12. 
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Phipps,    Liait.-Gov.    of  Massachusetts, 
assistance  solicited  by  S.  Cobb,  115. 
Pictorial  papers,  none  in  Halifax,  81. 
Pictou  Harbour,  vessel  captured  in,  117. 
Pierson,  R^v.  Xieholas^ 
Anabaptist  minister  at  Horton,  44; 
called  "ignorant  shoemaker,"  40,  44; 
scattered  congregation  of,  minister  '  of 
first  Baptist  Church,  ordination  of, 
44; 

conducts  services  at  Nictaux,  46; 
gives  use  of  pulpit  to  Rev.  J.  Wiswall, 
46; 

revivals,    baptisms,    crowded  meetings 
of,  52;  ^ 
baptizes    Nathaniel   Parker  and  wife, 
criticised  by  Rev.  H.  Alline,  56. 
Pillory,  used  in  Halifax,  86. 
Piracy,  97. 
Pirates, 

numerous   in   Caribbean    Sea.  termed 
patriots,   vessels  of,  treatment  of 
captured  vessels  and  cre^ws  by,  97; 
ravages  of,  stopped,  98. 
Plowing  matches,  originated  by  Earl  of 

Dalhousie,  92. 
Plymouth, 

treatment  of  courts  a.t,  12; 
Colony,   employs   Ichabod  Wiswall  as 
agent,  2; 
annexed  to  Massachu&€rt;ts,  2. 
Polastic,    Count,    killed    at    Battle  of 

Brandj^ine,  76. 
Pope,  burned  in  effigy  at  Halifax,  84. 
Portsmouth,  Capt.  J.  Barss,  prisoner  at, 
133. 

Portsmouth  Packet,  American  privateer, 
formerly  Liverpool  Packet,  capture 
of,  134. 

Postage,  rates  of,  letters  sent  by  indi- 
viduals to  save,  paid  on  delivery, 
stamps  not  in  use  for,  88, 

Post  Office,  formality  in  bringing  English 
mails  to,  letters  received  from 
window  of,  J.  Howe  (Jr.),  post- 
master, 89. 

Potter,  Capt.,  commander  of  Retaliation, 
attempts  to  fire  magazine,  taken 
prisoner,  136. 

Pownalborough,  home  of  Rev.  J.  Bailey, 
Rev.  J.  Bailey  leaves,  29. 

Prebble,   ,  bondsman  for    Rev.  J. 

Wiswall,  Capt.  Mowatt,  Dr.  Baillie, 
16. 


Presbyterian  Church 

in  Comwallis,  on  Church  St.,  removcfd 
to  Canard,  43; 
secures  services  Rev.  Mr,  Graham,  50; 
Rev.  Mr.  Graham  dismissed  by,  ser- 
vices of,  52; 
in  Horton,  Rev.  Mr.  Murdock  dismissed 
by,  52. 
Prescott, 

 ,  part  owner  of  Rover,  Duke  of 

Kent,  126; 
and  Lawson,  owaers  of  privateers,  128; 
General,  embarks  at  Caretenage,  26. 
Preston,  leaves  Boston,  22. 
Prince    of    Wales,   damaged  by  FrencL 

fleet,  27. 
Prince  St.,  murder  on,  78. 
Prisons,  French,  condition  of,  125, 
Private  schools  in  Halifax,  87; 

cost  of  schooling  in,  88, 
Privateering,  plundering  by  license,  bad 

moral  effect  of,  84, 
"  Privateer,  A  Halifax,  in  1757,"  by  Prof. 

A,  MacMechan,  113  m. 
Privateers, 

regulations  for.  111,  112; 
encouragement  of,  112; 
roistered,  account  of  captures  kept  by, 
information     sent    to  Admiralty 
Court  by,  flag  used  by,  112; 
action   of,  against   French,  owned  ill 
England  or  colonies,  Halifax  mer- 
chants bondsmen  for,  114; 
number  fitted  out  in  Seven.  Years'  War, 
tonnage  and  armament  of,  owners 
of,  ia  Halifax,  114; 
act  of  Imperial  government  regarding, 
120; 

partial  list  of,  during  revolution,  adveF- 
tisements  for  volunteers  for,  121 ; 

success,  captures,  prizes  of,  122; 

issue  of  bonds  for  in  U.  S.,  123; 

names  of,  treatment  of,  125; 

commissions  issued  to,  134; 

prizes  of,  adjudicated  on,  135; 

prizes  of,  1812-15,  137,  138; 

character  of  commanders  of,  138; 

American,  captured  by  Boyne,  26; 
infest    shores   of  N.  S,,  seize  Nova 

Scotia  vessels,  116; 
capture  vessels  at  Merigomish,  Pic- 
tou, Capef  Forchu,  Canso,  plunder 
Fort  Morris,  Charlottetown,  Yar- 
mouth, Comwallis,  Digby,  117; 
spring  sefssion  Supreme  Court  dis- 
pensed with  on  account  of,  117; 
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Privateers — Continued. 

prizes  taken  by,  cause  rise  English 
insurance  rates,  small  tonnage  of, 
cause  alarm  in  Cornwallis,  Horton, 
etc.,  118; 

plunder  AnnapoliS;,  Lunenburg,  123; 
French,  rendezvous  of,  in  Bay  of  Fundy, 
and  south  coast  of  N.  S.,  capture  of 
two,  125; 
Nova  Scotian,  111; 

lack  of  informart^ion  concerning,  llln. 
Proclamation'   of    Governor  Arbuthnot, 

contents  of,  116. 
Protestant    feeling,    in    Halifax,  more 
political  than  religious,  83. 

Proud, 

 ,  tavern  of,  121; 

James,  105. 
Province  Building,  erection  of,  88. 
Provincial  Secretary,  those  leaving  prov- 
ince  required   to  record  name  at 
office  of,  86. 
Pryor,  Capt.  Wm., 

prisoner  in  Guadeloupe,  125; 
commander  of  'Nymph,  126. 
Puerto    Caballo,    Governor    of,  equips 

schooner  and  gun-boats,  129. 
Punishment,  in  schools,  army,  navy,  42 ad 
Royal  Highlanders,  transportation 
as  a,  82. 
Puritans, 

characteristics  of,  leave)  old  country  in 
search  of  religious  liberty,  opposi- 
tion to  Church  of  England,  51; 

descendants  of,  unfavorable  to  ritual, 
47. 

Q 

Quakers,  denied  liberty  of  conscience,  11. 
Queen's  wharf,  English  Mail  landed  at,  89. 

Railroads,  none  in  Nova  Scotia,  90. 
Railway  Terminus,    North    St.,  Halifax, 

105. 
Rcdnbow, 

Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  chaplain  of,  sails  for 
New  York,  arrives  at  Staten  Island, 
filthy     condition     of,     sails  for 
Halifax,  24; 
€jn)trance  into  Halifax,  28. 

Rattlesnahe.    See  Sir  John  Sherhrooke. 

Rawley,  Rear- Admiral,  commander  in 
engagement  w^th  French  fleet  in 
West  Indies,  27. 

Real  estate,  in  Halifax,  low  value  of,  87. 

Redhead,  American  force  lands  at,  123. 


Reformation  in  Horton,  Cornwallis 
Annapolis,  Digby,  Yarmouth,  €ftc., 
66. 

Regimental  bands,  83. 
Rents  in  Halifax,  low,  87. 
Resolution,  loss  of,  123. 
Retaliation, 

tonnage,  armament,  owner,  commander 

of,  132; 
first  cruise,  success  of,  133; 
last  cruise,  capture,  fate  of,  136. 
Retrieve,  prizes  of,  134. 
Revenge, 

commander  of,  118; 
tonnage,  armament  of,  119; 
advertisement    regarding    in  Gazette, 
captain,  tonnage  of,  121; 
sails  with  Halifax  Boh,  rich  plun- 
der of,  121. 
Revolution,  American, 

privateers  infest  shores  of  N.  S.  during, 

116; 
end  of,  124. 
Revolutionary  War, 

morals  in  Halifax  at  close  of,  increased 

population  of  Halifax  after,  45; 
Hessians  serve  in,  75. 
Riefvolutionists,  watch  word  of,  11. 
Rhode  Island, 

charter  makes  practically  independent, 

elects  legislature,  governor,  bear  entire 
expense,  enact  laws,  has  no  power 
to  make  foreign  treaties,  9 ; 
compared    with    Transvaal,  treatmient 
similar  to  that  of  Transvaal  by 
Gladstone,  10; 
and  Connecticut,  J.  B.  Gilpin,  British 
Consul  for,  71. 
Richardson,  Matthew, 

brig  owned  by,  sold  for  cash,  97; 
brig  of,  boarded  by  pirates,  98. 
Rifle  Brigade,  suflfers  from  cholera,  99. 
"  Rights  of  i\Ian,  The,"  circulated  in  N.  S., 

65. 
Ritchie, 

John,  solicitor  general,  taken  prisoner, 
123; 

Thomas,   part  owner  of  Matilda  and 

Broke,  134. 
Road-work,  in  Halifax,  87. 
Robinson,  John,  part  owner  of  Matilda 

and  Broke,  134. 
Rockaway,    Sir    John    ISherbrooke  goes 

ashore  at,  136. 
Rockhead    prison.     Rev.     Dr.  Cochran 

preaches  at,  89. 
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Rockingham,  Marquis  of,  35, 
Rogerrs, 

Elizabeth,    daughter    of    D.  Rogers, 
marries  P.  Wiswall,  2j 
her   mother   an  Applefton,  of  royal 
blood,  death,  3; 
Rev.  Daniel  of  Ips^wich,  Eng.,  brother 
of    John    Rogers,    father     of  E. 
Rogers,  2; 
friend  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  6; 
Capt.  Jeremiah,  cruises  along  Bay  of 

Fmidy,  114; 
John,  2. 
Rolla, 

armament,    tonnage,    owners,  cruises, 

prizes,  capture  of,  135; 
prizes  of,  137. 
Roman  Catholics, 

iminfluential     in     Halifax,  insulted, 
removal  of  disabilities  against,  84; 
Rev.  E.  Burke  in  charge  of  church  of, 
in  Halifax,  85. 
Roes,  Isaac,  owns  Hald<me,  114. 
Round  Hill,  father  of  A.  Bass,  settles  at. 
55. 

Rous,  Capt.  Joseph,  commander  of  Law- 
rence, 113,  138. 
Rover,  privateer,  125,  128; 

commander,     owners    of,     belongs  to 

Liverpool,  126 ; 
armament  of,  129; 

fights  with  Spanish  vessels,  129,  130; 
prizes  of,  137. 
Rowe,  Capt.  Edward,  commander  of  Loyal 

Nova  Scotian,  salary  of,  118. 
Royal  Ac-adian  School,  charge  for  child 
at,  87. 

Royal   Highlanders.   42nd,   at  Bermuda, 
drunkenness,  offences  against  rules, 
at    Halifax,    kind    treatment  of, 
number  of,  take  pledge.  82. 
Ruby,  war  ship,  sails  for  West  Indies,  25. 
Ruggies,  Brigadier-General, 
fights  off  mob,  12; 
begins  clearing  on  Xorth  Mt..  56; 
situation  and  description  of  house  of, 
58. 

Russia,  trade  with  Halifax,  99. 

"Ruin  of  Empires,"  circulated  in  N.  S., 


Sail  loft,  Xaval  Yard,  date  on,  105. 
St.  George's  Church.  J.  J.  Myrah,  clerk 

of,  75. 
St.  John, 

rebels  land  at,  plunder  of,  118; 

privateers  owned  in,  134. 


St.  John  River,  S.  Cobb  proceeds  against 

French  at.  115. 
St.  Kitts, 

invalids  and  officers  board  Uornicull  at, 
39; 

privateers  at,  127. 
St.  Laurent,  ^Madame  de,  comes  to  Halifax, 

treatment  of,  83. 
St.  Malo,  125. 

St.  Mary's  Packet,  advertisiement  for 
volunteers  for,  cruise  of,  121. 

St.  Matthew's  Church  (old),  situation  of, 
78. 

St.  Paul's  Church, 

at  Falmouth,  established,  6; 
at  Halifax.  Ivnyphausen  buried  imder, 
76; 

Methodists  resort  to,  Sunday  evening 

services  begun  in.  84; 
Rev.  J.  Inglis,  rector  of,  85. 
St.  Peter's  Church,  at  Halifax,  Rev.  E. 
Burke,  priest  of.  Dr.  Sullivan  pre- 
pares grave  in  burial  ground  of,  85. 
St.    Stephen's  Day,   dreaded  by  Colonel 

Lockyer,  offenders  tried  on,  100. 
St.  Vincent.  British  fleet  sails  for,  26. 
Salaries  in  Halifax,  of  clerks,  95. 
Salem,  privateers  from,  attack  Yarmouth, 
trade  with  Yarmouth,  117; 
petition  of  people  of.  regarding  Yar- 
mouth, 124, 
Salter,  Mai  achy, 

receives   donations  for  Rev,  B.  Phelps, 
takes  reply  to  Cornwallis  Congre- 
gational Church  from  Boston,  43; 
part  owner  of  Lawrence,  113,  114. 

Salter  St., 

southern  boundary  oi  Halifax,  75; 
tavern  at  foot  of,  75. 
Sandemanians.  J.  Howe  (Sr.)  associated 

with,  80. 
Sa/nta  Ritta,  Spanish  schooner, 
armament  of,  129; 
fight  with  Raver,  129,  130. 
Saul,  Thomas,  owns  privateer,  114. 
Saim,derson,  Robert,  joint  owner  of  Law- 
rence, 113,  114. 
Savary,    Judge,    editor    of    History  of 

Annapolis  Co.,  59. 
Sawyer,  Rear-Admiral  Herbert,  106. 

Scaife,   ,   part   owner   of  Nels&n, 

giv^  bonds,  128. 
Scales,  Fredrick,   seaman  of   H.   if.  8. 
Vernon,  buried  in  Naval  Cemetery, 
108. 
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Scamtnel, 

captain  of,  123; 

crew    of,    riescue   survivors   of  wreck 
H.  M.  8.  Blonde,  124. 
Schools, 

in  Halifax,  cheapest  price  for  child  at, 
prices  for,  87; 
private,  88; 

ipHQishment  in,  "hoisting,"  birching, 
82; 

church,  in  Valley  and  on  North  Mt., 

exercise  restraining  influeace,  61; 
grammar,    in  New  England,   in  Nova 

Scotia,  67; 
^S^lnday,  established  in  Cornwallis,  49; 
in  Halifax,  84; 
Sea  Flower,  fitted  out  by  Wm.  Knox,  sails 

in  search  of  French,  113. 
Seia,  hardships  at,  37,  38. 
Seal-fishing  in  Pacific  Ocean,  99. 
Seal  Islands,  survivors  of  wreck  Blonde 

rescued  from,  124. 
Sciaver,    Charles,    mail    officer    of  navy, 
brings  india-rubber  shoes  to  Hali- 
fax, 86. 

Sects,  enumerated  by  Rev.  J.  Bailey,  64. 
Seely,    Caleb,    commander    of  Liverpool 

Packet,  134,  138. 
Servants, 

costumes  of,  anecdote  of,  86; 
wages  of,  95. 
Settlements,  advantages  of  scattered  state 
of,  63. 

Sewell,    Attorney-General    of  Massachu- 
setts, house  of,  wrecked,  12. 
Seymour,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  G,  F.,  107. 
SJiannon,   U.  M.  8.,  108. 
Shannon, 

of  Liverpool,  prizes  of,  134; 
commander  and  prizes  in  1812,  135,  136. 
Shannon  Monument,  in  Naval  Cemetery, 
inscriptions  on,  108. 

Shattuck,  ,  oflFerts  himself  a  hostage, 

15. 

Shaw,     Capt.   ,    commander  of 

Thomas,  133. 
Sheppard,     John,    commander    of  The 

Insulter,  120. 
Sherbrooke,  Lieut.-Gov., 

acts   as   Lord   High   Admiral,  grants 

letters  of  marque,  131; 
secures  release  of  Capt.  J.  Barss,  133. 
Sheriffs,  in  Nova  Scotia,   instructed  to 

make  proclamation  of  war,  125. 


Shields,  John,  quarter-master  sergeant  of 
42n4  Royal  Highlanders,  statement 
of,  concerning  intemperance,  82. 

Shops^  country,  limited  supplies  in,  96. 

Shrub,  drink  furnished  at  reviews  of 
militia,  composition  of,  92. 

Side-walks,  none  in  Halifax,  86. 

Simmons,  , 

orders  Capt.  Mowatt  to  give  up  sword, 
14; 

regrets  rekase  of  Capt.  Mowatt,  16. 

Sir  Andrew  Hammond,  captures  of,  122. 

Sir  George  Collier,  advertisements  for 
volunteers  for,  121. 

Sir  George  Hammond,  122. 

Sir  John  Sherbrooke  (American  Rattle- 
snake ) , 

tonnage,  armament,  commander,  132; 

owners,  fir^t  cruise,  success  of,  133; 

pursues  Young  Teazer,  135; 

capture  of,  chased  ashore,  136; 

burning  of,  137. 
Sir  William  Parker,  128. 
Sleighs,  bells  on,  required  by  law,  86. 
Slick,  Sam,  quotation  from,  101. 
Smallpox  in  Halifax,  death  of  many  from, 
worst  in  autumn  and  early  winter, 
99. 

Smith, 

Benjamin,  of  St.  John,  wealthy  banker 

and  broker,   marries  Seraph  Wis- 

Avall,  children  of,  73; 
 ,    (Jr.),  son    of  Benjamin  and 

Seraph  Smith,  barrister  of  Kent- 

ville,  73; 

Capt.   ,  peculiar  appearance  in 

Halifax,  30; 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Seraph 

Smith,  marries  Alex.  McNab,  73; 
George,  of  Philadelphia,  owns  Earl  of 

Loudon,  114; 
Dr.  Pel  eg  W.,  Sheriff  of  Digby,  son  of 

Benj.  and  Seraph  Smith,  73. 
Smith's  mill  dam,  east  of  Tower  Road, 

curling  on,  98. 
Society  for  Propagation  of  Gospel, 
Rev.  J.  Wiswall  a  servant  of,  7,  17; 
letter  to,  19 ; 

allows  annuity  to  Re^^  J.  Wiswall,  35; 
appoints  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  missionary 

in  Cornwallis,  39; 
missionary  of,  in  Cornwallis,  44; 
work  of  siervants  of,  48,  49 ; 
character  of  letters  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall 

to,  51; 

reports  of  missionaries  of.  regarding 
evangelists,  66. 
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Spanish  Main,  fight  of  Rover  on,  129,  130. 
Specie,  carried  by  travellers,  90. 
Split  Crow,  sign  of  tavern  on  Salter  St., 
75. 

Springfield,  tr«a;tm.ent  of  courts  at,  12. 
Stage    coaches,    first    in    Nova  Scotia, 

insecurity  of,  90. 
Stamps,  not  in  use  in  Halifax,  88. 
Stairs, 

Capt.   ,  struggle  with  Jordan,  79, 

80; 

miraculous  escape  of,  80; 
Hon.  W.  J.,  ^-ects  monument  over  grave 

of  Rev.  J.  Murdock,  44; 
William,  uncle  of  W.  M.  Brown,  75  w. 
Stanser,    Dr.    Robert,    Bishop    of  Nova 
Scotia,  ordains  Rev.  E.  Gilpin,  72. 
Stevens, 

Mrs.   ,  sister  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall, 

comes  to  visit  him,  5; 
Robert,  son  of  Mrs.  Stevens,  visits  Rev. 

J.  Wiswall,  5. 
Steward,   ,  14; 

Stewart,  Sir  Houston  (Admiral),  winters 

at    Halifax   in   Menie,  introduces 
*    curling,  98;  107. 
Stewiacke,  Rev.  Mr.  Graham  leaves  Ck>m- 

wallis  for,  52. 
Stocks  in  market  square,  Halifax,  86. 
Stoddard,    Capt.   ,    of  8cammel, 

generous  action  of,  123. 
Stoves, 

none  in  Halifax,  97; 
cooking,  first  introduced,  97. 
Stratford,    Rev.  J.  Wiswall    applies  for 

mission  station  at,  36. 
Strickland,    Capt.    John,   commander  of 

Loyal  Nova  Scotian,  salary  of,  118. 
"  Strolling   preachers,"    impression  made 

on  Rev.  J.  Wiswall  by,  61,  62. 
Stronach 

family,  gives  name  to  section  of  North 
Mt.,  56; 

George,  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  helps  to 
make   clearing    on   North   Mt.,  a 
genius,    receives  aid  from  father, 
makes  promise,  sails  for  Halifax, 
meiets  Benj.  Fales',  56; 
agreem€!nt  with  General  Ruggles,  57. 
Success,  privateer,  success  of,  122. 
Sunday, 

observance  of,  at  Government  House,  by 

Duke  of  Kent,  in  Halifax,  83 ; 
church  seirvices  on,  83; 
evening  services  on,  at  St.  Paul's,  84; 
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debtors  not  arrested  on,  debtors  appear 

at  church  on,  87 ; 
contributions  on,  89; 
observance  of,  under  Sir  P.  Maitland, 

98,  99. 

Suffolk,  in  naval  engagement  with  French 

in  West  Indies,  26. 
Sullivan,  Dr.   ,  prepares  his  grave, 

remark  of  Dr.  Burke  to,  85. 
Sultan,  fired  on  by  French,  27. 
Sultana,  damaged  by  French,  27. 
"  Sultana,    The,"    name    given   to  Mrs. 

Loring,  40. 
Supercargo,  on  vessels  to  West  Indies,  97. 
Supreme   Court,  spring  circuit  dispefnsed 

with  in  Annapolis  and  Cumberland, 

117. 

Swallow,  capture  of,  122. 
"  Sweating  "  of  doubloons,  98. 
Sioeepstak0s,  capture  of,  122. 
Syren,     American     privateer,,  captures 
Sir  John  Sfierbrooke,  136. 

T 

"  T,  to  a,"  37  and  37  n. 
Tan, 

slave  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  builds  hut  at 

VVilmot,  55 ; 
grave  of,  crosses  river  to  see  slave  of 

Col.  Eagar,  takes  measles,  death  of, 

57. 

Taunton, 

treatment  of  courts  at,  12; 

  Fales,  clerk  of  court  at,  56. 

Tavern,  Mr.  Proud's,  rendezvous  of  Capt. 

J.  Gandy,  121. 
Taverns,  of  Halifax  and  Dartmouth  well 

patronized,  called  tea  houses,  83. 
Taxes  in  Halifax,  87; 

collected   by   Mr.   Fillis,    road  taxes, 
school  taxes,  87. 

Tea, 

no  demand  for,  smuggling  of,  10; 

price  of,  96. 
Tea-houses   of    Halifax   and  Dartmouth 

well  patronizeki,  83. 
Temperance, 

growth  of  cause  of,  100; 

Society,  first,  in  Nova  Scotia,  62,  63; 
at  Beaver  River,  63. 
Thomas,  American  privateef, 

captures  of,  133; 

re-named  Wolverine,  134. 
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Thomas, 

George,  land  for  Careening  Yard  pur- 
chased by,  104; 
naval  storekeepeir,  104; 
John,  master  of  Hertford,  113. 

Thompson,  Capt.   ,  13; 

meets  Capt.  Mowatt  and  party,  14. 
Three  Mile  House,  W.  M.  Brown  burieis 

child  at,  88. 
Toronto,  rate  of  postage  from  Halifax  to, 
88. 

Towner,  Rtev.  Enoch,  baptizes  many  people 

at  Digby,  66. 
Trinity     Church,     Rev.     Dr.  Cochran 

preaches  in,  89. 
Trusty,  sent  to  Calcutta,  sale  of  cargo 

excites  interest,  99. 
Tapper,  Nathan 

part  owner  of  Kover,  Duke  of  Kent, 

126; 

third  lieutenant  on  C.  M.  Wentworth, 
127,  138. 
Turner,  John,  105. 
Two  Brothers,  capture  of,  122. 
Two   Friends,  American  privateer,  cap- 
tures Retaliation,  136. 

IT 

"  Unfobeclosed  Moetgage,  An,"  by  Miss 
A.  Creighton,  in  Acad/iensis,  123n. 
Union  Jack,  as  used  by  privateers,  112. 
United  States, 

issu€?  of  privateer  bonds  in,  123; 
sympathy  with  France,  125; 
war  with  Great  Britain,  issutes  letters 
of  marque  against  British  ships, 
131. 

V 

Vanbuskibk,  Henry,  of  Dutch  descent, 
from  New  York,  lives  near  Ayles- 
ford  Churchy  metes  out  justice, 
beeps  variety  store,  57. 

Vandeput,  Vice- Admiral  George,  106. 

Vegia,  38. 

Vernon,  H.  M.  8.,  s^man  of,  buried  in 

Naval  Cemetery,  108. 
Vice- Admiralty  Court,  Nova  Scotia, 
early  records  of,  llln; 
orders  sail  of  prizes,  132; 
adjudicates  on  prizes  of  privafteers,  135. 
Vigilant,  in  engagement  with  French  in 

West  Indies,  26. 
Viper,  American  privateer,  armamcfnt  of, 

captures  Resolution,  123; 
Virginia,  revolt  in,  9. 


Volney,  ,  "  Ruin  of  Empires,"  circu- 
lated in  N.  S.,  65. 

Volunteers  for  Revenge,  advertisiement  for, 
121. 

W 

Wages,  in  Halifax,  of  servants,  carpen- 
ters, labourers,  95,  96. 

Wales,  Prince  of,  lands  at  Navy  Yard,  105. 

Wallace,   ,  part  owner  Nelson,  gives 

bonds,  128. 

War,  Seven  Years',  privateers  fitted  out 
at  Halifax  during,  114. 

Warren,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  I.  B.,  106. 

Washington,  George,  dictates  terms  to 
General  Howe,  aids  revolutionists 
to  mount  cannon^  40. 

Washing-tubs,  cost  of,  painted  at  home, 
97. 

Wasp,  tonnage  of,  114. 

Watson,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  George,  107. 

Wieddings,  disorder  at,  placet  of,  tour  not 
established,  95. 

Weeks,  Rev.  Joshua  Wyngate,  brother  of 
Mrs.  J.  Bailey,  5. 

Wellesley,  Vice-Admiral  G€k)i'ge  G.,  107. 

Wellington,  Duke  of,  78. 

Wentworth,  Charles  Mary,  125; 

origin  of  name,  where  built,  owners, 
armament  of,  return  to  Liverpool 
with  prizes,  126; 
sails  to  Weist  Indies,  captain,  lieuten- 
ants of,  failure  of  cruise,  meets 
other  privateers,  at  St.  Kitts,  127. 

Wentworth,  Sir  John, 

certifies  Rev.  J.  Wisw all's  petition,  36; 
lays  declaration  of  war  before  Council, 
124. 

Wesley,  John,  84. 

West  Indian  Bank,  established,  head  office 

of,  stops  piracy,  98. 
West  Indian  business  housies,  imsafe,  97. 
West  Indi^, 

trade   of,    vessels  employed    in,  with 

Jamaica,  97; 
privateers  sail  for,  127. 

Westmacott,  Capt.  ,  attempts  arrest 

of  two  soldiers,  murder  of,  78. 
Whaling  in  Pacific  Ocean,  99. 
Wheelock, 

Abel,  of  pre-loyalist   family,  daughter 

marries  James  Wiswall,  73; 
Minetta,    daughter    of    A.  Wh^felock, 
marries  Jftmes  Wiswall,  73. 
Whitefield,  first  visit  to  New  England,  3. 
Whitehall,  letter  from,  124. 
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Whipping  post,  in  market  square,  Halifax, 
86. 

Wilkie,  Jamies  C,  brother  of  author  of 
"Wilkie's,"  79. 

"Wilkie's"  pamphlet,  published  in  Hali- 
fax, author  of,  quotation  from, 
author  prosecuted  for  libel,  sen- 
tenced, released,  leaves  Halifax,  79. 

Williams, 

Sir  Ftenwick,  grandfather  of,  a  prisoner 
123; 

Thomas,  grandfather  of  Sir  Fenwick 
Williams,  a  prisonefr,  123. 
Windows,  double,  unknown,  97. 
Windsor,  first  stage  to,  90. 
Wilmot, 

school-masters,  cajtechist®  at,  49; 
Loyalists  settle  at,  invite  Rev.  J.  Wis- 

wall  to  preach  at,  Eev.  J.  Wiswall 

fails  to  reach,  53; 
removal  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall  to,  54; 
Rev.  J.  Wiswall 's  hut  built  at,  54; 

land  in,  granted  to  Rev.  J.  Wiswall  and 

Episcopal  Church,  55; 
poverty  of  habitations  in,  58; 
roads  in,  59; 

dissenting  interestt  in,  62; 
evangelists  at,  64; 
reformation  at,  66; 

young  ministers  arrive  at,  revivals, 
organization  of  Methodists  and 
Baptists  at,  Episcopalians  of,  69; 

Montague,  Governor  of  N.  S.,  grants 
land  to  Naval  Yard,  104. 
Wiswall, 

A'libel  M.,  son  of  James  Wiswall,  name 
on  voter's  list  in  1896,  living  on  old 
homiefstead,  73; 

Bradstreet,  (son  of  Rev,  J.  Wiswall), 
grave  of,  19; 

Charles  (son  of  J.  Wiswall,  Jr.),  70; 
unmarried,    industrious,    highly  re- 
spected, living  on  homestead,  73; 

Charles  J.,  son  of  Jamies  Wiswall,  nam^ 
on  voters'  list  in  1896,  living  on 
homestead,  73; 

Daniel,  son  of  Peleg  Wiswall,  Sr.,  3 ; 

Edwin  G.,  son  of  James  Wiswall,  name 
on  voters'  list  for  1896,  living  on 
homestead,  73; 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  'Peleg  Wiswall, 
Sr.,  3; 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall, 
birth  of,  6 ; 
death,  18"; 

burial  at  Boston,  19; 
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words  before  death,  20; 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  J.  Wiswall,  Jr., 
marries  Rev.  E.  Gilpin,  70; 

(Wiswill)  Ichaboa,  of  Lancashire, 
emigrates  to  New  England,  enter€fd 
Harvard,  leaves  college  without 
degree,  becomes  a  preacher,  promin- 
ent in  politics,  at  Cape  Fear,  mate 
of  merchautman,  1 ; 

pastor  of  church  at  Duxbury,  second 
marriage,  agent  of  Plymouth 
Colony  to  obtain  new  charter  from 
Imperial  government,  petitions  Bri- 
tish government  to  annex  colony 
to  Rhode  Island,  defeated  by  Cot- 
ton Mather,  return  from  England 
to  Duxbury,  death,  statement  of 
grandson,  Rev.  John  Wiswall  con- 
cerning, plethoric,  afllicted  with 
gout,  puritanic  principles,  political 
principles  republican  and  independ- 
ent, master  of  learned  languages, 
knowledge  of  mathematics,  student 
of  astrology,  chief  amusement, 
music  and  poetry,  poetical  produc- 
tions not  contemptible,  memory 
tenacious,  warm  constitution, 
buried  too  zealously  in  politics,  2; 
James,  son  of  J.  Wiswall,  Jr.,  70; 

birth  of,  children  of,  marries  Minetta 
Wheelock,  death  of,  73; 
Rev.  John,  M.  S.  Journal  of,  In; 

tablet  to,  born  at  Boston,  ordained 
rector  of  Wilmot,  death,  1; 

son  of  Peleg  Wiswall,  Sr.,  enters 
Harvard,  stirred  by  plan  to  capture 
Louisburg,  early  days  of,  3; 

second  year  at  Harvard,  reads  of 
French  march  to  Gaspereaux,  and 
massacre  at  Minas,  graduates  from 
Harvard,  hope  of  entering  navy 
destroyed,  studies  higher  mathe- 
matics, teaches  school,  inoculated 
with  smallpox,  b^insi  to  preach, 
ministry  at  Falmouth,  attacks  of 
Indians,  ;fear  of  Indians,  sympathy 
with  Dartmouth,  ,4; 

visits  Boston,  sees  regiments  ready  to 
invade  Canada,  interest  in  expul- 
sion of  Acadians,  engages  Widow 
Hall  as  housekeeper,  entertains 
Rev.  J.  Bailey  and  wif^,  5; 

ordained  at  Falmouth,  imites  with 
Church  of  England,  establishes 
Episcopal    Church    at  Falmouth, 
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sails  for  England,  arrives  in  Lon- 
don, receives  deacon's  orders, 
ordained  pridst,  returns  to  New 
England,  marriage,  children  of, 
death  of  father,  6 ; 

attitude  of  Falmouth  towards,  opposi- 
tion, ffear  for  safety  of  church, 
obtains  from  political  disputes,?; 

refuses  to  announce  day  of  fasting, 
or  take  .collections  for  suffefeTS  in 
Boston^  offends  Falmouth,  contrasts 
course  with  that  of  other  dissent- 
ing ministers,  recommends  submis- 
sion traces  growth  of  resistance  to 
Britisih  control,  8; 

cognizant  of  public  affairs  in  Massa- 
chusetts, upholds  English  action, 
10; 

condemns  decision  of  colonies  regard- 
ing tea,  witnesses  return  Gov. 
Hutchinson  to  England,  sfees  Gen- 
eral Gage  take  possession  of 
Boston,  1 1 ; 

alarmed  at  revolutionists,  12 ; 

persecutions  endured  by,  13; 

encounter  with  Capt.  Thompson,  13- 
17; 

examined  by  rebellion  leaders,  affirms 
his  allegiance,  on  parole,  Scapes 
from  Falmouth,  service  on  board 
ship,  receives  letter  from  church 
warden,  arrives  in  Boston  destitute, 
trust  in  God,  17 ; 

joined  by  wife  and  children,  writes  to 
church  in  Falmouth,  distress  at 
leaving,  property,  library  confis- 
cated, death  of  wife  and  daughter 
of,  18; 

letter  to  S.  P.  G.,  ten  years  in  service 
of  S.  P,  G.,  change  of  circumstances, 
Falmouth  destroyed  for  treatment 
of,  19; 

affections  weaned  from  country,  feel- 
ing concerning   death   of   wife  and 
daughter,  writes   Mrs.    H.  Minot, 
sends  Dinah  to  Mrs.  Minot,  writes 
Mrs.  Moody,  20; 
tribute  to  his  wife,  21; 
chaplain  of  raiment  at  Boston,  21 ; 
goes  to  England  on  Preston,  grief  at 
leaving  Boston,  desires  to  see  sons 
settled,  letter  to  mother-in-law,  22; 
description  of  wife,  22,  23 ; 
reaches  England,  chaplain  on  Kain- 
how,  sails  for  America,  sickness  on 
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voyage,  sails  for  Halifax,  finds 
confusion  in  Halifax,  24; 

boards  at  T.  Brown's,  great  economist, 
teaches  school,  works  in.  home  of 
T.  Brown,  contrasts  board  with 
ship  fare,  leaves  for  England, 
chaplain  to  Boyne,  takes  son  Peleg 
on  Boyne,  visits  England  and 
Ireland,  description  of  Kinsale, 
sails  for  West  Indies,  at  Madeira, 
25; 

at  Barbados,  two  years  in  West 
Indies,  in  naval  engagements  with 
French,  26; 

arrives  in  London,  letter  to  Rev.  J. 
Bailey,  reception  at  Halifax,  28; 

letter  to  Rev.  J  Bailey  from  Ix)ndon, 
deprived  of  friends'  correspondence, 
letter  from  Simmons,  letters  re- 
ceived, rejoices  at  escape  Rev.  J. 
Bailey,  33; 

spends  five  years  cruising,  captures 
Yankees,  French  privateers,  meets 
French  fleet,  bequeaths  weapons  to 
sons,  hopes  sons  will  live  to  see 
their  country  triumph,  letter  to  T. 
Brown,  recalls  pleasant  hours  and 
good  food  at  T.  Brown's,  compares 
with  West  Indies,  34; 

intention  to  reside  in  England,  peti- 
tions in  vain  for  annuity,  appeals 

in  vain  for  personal  influence  of 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  receives 
annual  amount  from  S.  P.  G.,  35; 

applies  for  mission  station  at  Albany 
or  Stratford,  removes  to  Oxford, 
enjoys  life  at  Oxford,  letter  con- 
cerning Oxford,  house  in  which  he 
lives,  36; 

comparison  of  life  in  Boston  and  navy 
with  that  in  Oxford,  37 ; 

hardships  at  sea,  37,  38; 

remarkable  preservation  from  death, 
description  of  sickness  at  Careen- 
age, 38; 

appointed  to  Cornwallis,  arrives  at 
Comwallis',  extent  of  mission  of, 
39; 

begins  life  anew  in  N.  S.,  loses  all 
hope  of  return  to  New  England, 
describes  mission  field  at  Corn- 
wallis, 40; 

arrives  in  Cornwallis,  claims  glebe 
lands  at  Horton,  claim  based  on 
law,  appeals  to  law,  secures  Horton 
Glebe,  44; 
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never  meets  Rev.  H.  Alline,  no  other 
minister  in  western  part  of  field, 
letter  to  S.  P.  G.,  -15; 

start:ement  of,  regarding  ministry 
explained,  preaches  in  Horton,  46; 

statement  of,  concerning  services  in 
Horton,  46,  47 ; 

vainly  hopes  prejudice's  against 
church  may  disappear,  Episcopal 
Church  unfinished  on  arrival  of, 
receives  no  salary  from  Horton, 
visits  Digby,  reports  no  minister  at 
Digby,  preaches  to  crowded  aud- 
iences, 47; 

salary  promised  to,  frank  and  truth- 
ful in  reports,  reference  of,  to  work 
of  Mr.  Fox,  hopes  for  growth  of 
Oorawallis  Church,  report  to  S.  P. 
G.,  48; 

insufiicient  credit  given  to  mission- 
aries, etc.,  in  region  travelled  by, 
48,  49; 

finds  Horton  pre-occupied  by  Baptist 
preacher,  holds  service  in  private 
house,  no  one-  attends  service  of,  49 ; 

willingness  to  hold  service  in  Horton 
when  notified,  labors  at  Horton 
discontinued,  disappointed  hopes  of, 
supposed  failure  of,  strained  rela- 
tions with  Mr.  Best,  Col.  Burbidge. 
50; 

reasons  for  failure  of,  understands 
conservatism  of  Puritans,  hopes 
Puritans  will  unite  with  Episcopal 
Church,  50; 

Christian  fortitud€5  of,  letters  from 
S,  P.  G.,  faithfulness  of,  effect  of 
trials  of,  abandons  hope  of  Puritans 
joining  church,  style  of  writing 
unsettled,  humor  of,  similes  used 
by,  thinks  church  will  never  flour- 
ish in  Cornwallis,  easier  to 
persuade  Pope  to  leave-  Vatican  and 
become  deacon  than  change  Puri- 
tans, 51 ; 

disgusted  at  stubbornness  of  people, 
report  to  S.  P.  G.  regarding  Mr. 
Graham    and    Mr.    Murdoch,  52; 

an  "  original  genius,"  arrest  of,  at 
Casco  Bay,  boards  at  Mrs.  Hutch- 
inson's, marriage  to  Mrs.  Hutchin- 
son, invited  to  preach  at  Aylesford 
and  Wilmot,  report  to  S.  P.  G.,  zeal 
in  work,  travels  on  foot  through 
deep  snow,  age  at  time  second 
marriage,  53; 
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hardships  between  first  and  second 
marriages,  commences  lif^  anew, 
experiences  in  common  with  second, 
wife,  removal  to  Wilmot,  reconciled 
to  enemies,  visits  Annapolis,  salary 
of,  value  of  parsonage  of,  54  j 

500  acres  in  Wilmot  granted  to,  first 
minister  in  Wilmot,  erection  of 
cabin  for,  situation  of  cabin  of,  55; 

promises  never  to  sell  slave  Dinah, 
death  of  slave  Tan,  57 ; 

pretentious  building  succeeds  log 
cabin  of,  description  of  houses  of 
Wilmot,  58; 

resigns  Cornwallis,  54,  58; 

removes  to  Wilmot,  58; 

mandate  to  remove  to  Wilmot  sent 
to,  59: 

praises  people  on  Handley  Mt., 
appeals  for  religious  books,  aids 
pioneers,  works  patiently,  kindly 
received,  large  congregations,  dis- 
appointment, 60; 

evangelists  invade  field  of,  60,  61 ; 

references  to  evangelists,  61,  62 ; 

refports  size  of  congregations,  reports 
four-fifths  of  people  Methodists 
and  Baptists,  63 ; 

reports  scattered  state  of  settlemeints, 
writes  against  evangelists,  63; 

gratitude  due  to,  examines  principles 
on  which  mission  conducted,  66 ; 

opinion  on  mission  work,  sees  rapid 
increase  Episcopalians  in  New 
England,  67; 

old  age  of,  poor  health,  shattered  con- 
stitution of,  confined  to  house, 
attends  church  seldom,  congrega- 
tion meets  at  house  of,  68; 

regrets  inability  to  give  good  report 
of  prosperity  of  church,  fears  for 
Episcopacy,  death  of,  condition  of 
country  during  last  years  of,  dis- 
couragements of  life  and  work  of, 
eflfect  of  life  of,  on  intellectual  life 
and  culture,  69; 

influence  of,  throTigh  catechists,  69; 

through  sons,  70; 

memory  of,  honoured,  influence  of,  on 
Annapolis  County,  73; 
John,  Jr.,   son    of    Rev.   J.  Wiswall, 
birth  of,  6; 
sickness  of,  24; 
belongs  to  Latina,  35 ; 
lieutenant    in    na\y,    return  from 
Europe,  builds  hut  at  Wilmot,  55; 
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serves  in  navy,  pionfeer  in  wildmiess, 

descendants  on  same  land,  as,  57 ; 
farmer   and  magistrate  in  Wilmot, 
inherits   father's    estate,  marries, 
childr€(n  of,  70; 
John,  6on  of  James  Wiswall,  name  on 
voters'  list  for  1896,  living  on  old 
homestead,  73; 
John,  son  of  John  Wiswall,  Jr.,  70; 
never  married,  lived  on  old  home- 
stead, industrious,  highly  respected, 
73; 

Mercy,  wife  of  Eev.  J.  Wiswall,  joins 
husband  in  Boston,  rcfport  of  affairs 
in  Falmouth,  death  and  burial  in 
Boston,  18,  19; 

description  of,  22,  23; 

physical  characteristics,  22; 

sense  of  honor,  wit,  good  nature, 
benevolence,  good  judge  of  charac- 
ter, reads  political  works,  history, 
sincere  Christian,  strong  passions 
and  reason,  loving  wife  and  mothcfr, 
beloved  and  respected,  bears  perse- 
cution with  cheerfulness,  23 ; 
Mercy,  daughter  of  John  Wiswall,  Jr., 
70; 

lived  on  homestead,  conducts  boarding 
school,  never  married,  73; 
Miriam,  daughter  of  John  Wiswall,  Jr., 
70; 

lived  on  homestead,  conducts  board- 
ing school,  never  married,  73; 
Pteleg,  of  Duxbury,  Plymouth  Colony,  at 
Harvard,  graduates,  captain  of 
Letter  of  Marque,  in  Mediter- 
ranean, master  of  grammar  school 
in  Boston,  marriage,  2; 

chiMren  of,  3; 

death  of,  2,  6; 

compared  to  Atticus,  6; 

personal  appearance,  7 ; 

prophecy  concerning  Boston,  9 ; 
Peleig,  son  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  birth  of, 
6; 

sickness,  24; 

goes  to  station  in  Sybil,  34; 
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goes  to  Halifax,  53,  54; 

lieutenant  in  navy,  55; 

studies  law,  distinguished  in  law, 
appointed  to  Bench,  fair  and 
upright,  articles  from  pen  of,  first 
marriages,  second  marriage  of, 
peculiar  dress  of,  59; 

quick  motions  and  speiech  of,  59,  60; 

conversation  with  and  advice  to  John 
McGregor,  60; 

upright  and  high-minded,  70; 
Priscilla,  daughter  of  Peleg  Wiswall, 
Sr.,  3; 

Robert,  son  of  Rev.  J.  Wiswall,  grave 

at  Falmouth,  19; 
Seraph,  daughter  of  John  Wiswall,  Jr., 

70; 

marries  Benj.  Smith,  children  of,  73; 

Wolfe,  General,  conducted  to  Louisburg, 
anecdote  of,  116. 

Wolverine,  of  Liverpool,  formerly  Amer- 
ican privateer,  Thomas,  armament, 
prizes  of,  134. 

Wood,  cost  of,  96. 

Wood,  Rev.  Thomas,  Episcopalian  clergy- 
man in  Annapolis  Co.,  25. 

Woodill,  James,  part  owner  of  Earl  of 
Dublin,  gives  bonds,  128. 


Yarmouth, 

rstforniation  at,  66; 

plunder  of,  militia  officers  taken 
prisoners  at,  attack  on,  trade  with 
Salem,  sympathy  with  Revoltiition, 
117; 

Legislature  of  Massachusetts  prohibits 
hostilities  against,  124. 
Yellow  fever,  supercargo  on  vessel  to  West 

Indies  ill  with,  97. 
York,  S.  Cobb  commander  of,  115. 
York  and  Halifax,  armament  of,  115. 
Young,  George,  commander  of  Liverpool, 
^  121. 

Young  Teazer,  American  privateer, 
damage?  done  by,  pursued  by  Sir 
John  Sherbrooke,  capture  of,  135. 
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